
THE EXCEPtIONAL CHILDREN�S  
FOUNDAtION (ECF)

In 1946, a concerned group of parents came together  
to meet the needs of their developmentally disabled  
children at home. By establishing a cooperative child-care 
system as an alternative to institutionalized care, these 
parents gave wings to their deepest convictions�and 
to their children. Out of their hope and determination, 
Exceptional Children�s Foundation was born and has 
served people with developmental disabilities ever since.
 
As these �rst program participants grew, so did ECF�s 
services�adapting to meet the needs of a maturing 
population. Over the years, ECF has developed into a 
comprehensive education, rehabilitation, social service, 
and advocacy agency that provides a broad range of inno-
vative services for people with developmental disabilities.

Our mission is to create and provide high-quality, 
progressive community services for children and adults 
with developmental and other disabilities to enable them 
to achieve their greatest potential.

ECF offers programs in Early Start, �ne arts, develop-
mental activity, residential living, independent living 
skills, work training, and supported employment.

Accredited by CARF for organizational 
employment services.

tWO CONVENIENt LOCAtIONS

8740 Washington Boulevard
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 204-3300

8707 Sorensen Avenue
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
(562) 945-1064

CLIENt fEAtURE

When Harold �rst came to ECF�s PAR Services, he 
brought with him a lot of behavioral challenges, but he 
also brought with him the motivation and perseverance 
that would synergize with the Work Activity Program 
to help him turn his life around. Harold liked earning a 
paycheck and enjoyed the more challenging work on the 
conveyor line for the GSA �le folder contract, but his inter-
personal con�icts, verbal abuse, and tantrums, signi�-
cantly impeded both his work and his personal progress.

Harold was highly motivated to increase his earnings and 
really wanted a higher paying job in the community. ECF�s 
Work Activity Program supported Harold�s dream by help-
ing him build better social skills and providing counseling, 
supported by behavioral and anger management training. 
The Program also provided a safe haven after his �rst 
two attempts at Supported Employment that met  
with years of mixed success but eventually ended in 
terminations due to behavioral issues on the job.

Eight years after he had �rst come to PAR Services, 
Harold was placed as a janitor at the Federal Building 
through ECF�s Supported Employment Program, and  
that time he was ready to rise to the challenge! He  
even obtained government clearance to work on the 
prestigious FBI �oor.

Thanks to ECF�s stalwart support, Harold just celebrated 
nine years on the job at the Federal Building. ECF�s Work 
Activity Program really is building bridges to better lives. 
As Harold puts it with a big, amiable smile on his face,  
�I just love my job!�
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