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Dear FrienDs,

positive change always involves making a choice. the choices eCF made in 
the 2011-2012 fiscal year have kept us in step with our goals for the future, 
resulting in positive outcomes not only for the organization itself but most 
importantly, for the children, youths and adults we serve each day. 

the theme of this year’s annual report, Smart Choices, Impressive Outcomes, illustrates eCF’s commitment to putting 
our clients’ best interest first in every decision we make over the course of the year. By choosing outstanding board 
leadership and excellent staff, strategic partnerships, and responsible investments, we help our clients achieve 
impressive milestones in their lives.

eCF takes pride in the choices we’ve made over the years to develop a reputation for efficient use of generous gifts from 
donors like you. this has resulted in an impressive administrative overhead rate of 12% this past year, allowing us to 
invest as much as possible for the benefit of our clients. Furthermore, through strong resource management we have 
increased the number of clients served while decreasing the costs associated with the delivery of these services.

For the first time, we’re presenting our annual report in an abbreviated format. We hope you enjoy this new 
presentation and visit our website (www.eCF.net) for more detailed information.

on behalf of our board and the entire staff, we thank you for choosing to invest your generous support in eCF. Because 
of you, the potential for our clients to achieve impressive outcomes is limitless. 

Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, psy.D.      philip G. Miller, esq.
president and Ceo      Chairperson of the Board
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Smart choices by eCF’s leadership lead to outstanding service and results for 
clients and their families. their commitment to excellence is much appreciated.

Board of Governors 
Danielle Ammaccapane
Barbara Cull*
larry Hagman
Rafer Johnson
Monte Markham
Jerry Moss
SHARe, Inc.
Robert D. Shushan, ed.D.**
Carl terzian
Honorable Dickran tevrizian

*Founder, Kayne eras Center
**president emeritus

   
Board of Directors
leslie B. Abell, esq. 
Fred Alavi – Second Vice Chairperson  
tevis Barnes    
Scott Cooper, CMC
Mark A. Flagel, esq.   
Suzanne Kayne    
Ricardina leon
philip G. Miller, esq. - Chairperson
John Moore 
Alan R. polsky, esq.  
Sara Rosales
Steven J. Rose
Gene Siciliano 

Shelley I. Smith, esq.
Jocelyn B. tetel
James H. Walker 
Ralph Walter, D. phil. - First Vice 
Chairperson/Treasurer 
Keith e. Weaver – Secretary  
lauren Abell Windom 
paul K. Zimmerman  
   

Charles M. Grace
Honorary Board Member

Executive Management Team
Scott D. Bowling, psy.D.
President & CEO

Karen Kato
Vice President, Administration

Sonhui Robilotta, CpA, MBA
Vice President, Finance

emily lloyd, lCSW
Vice President, Programs

Debbi Winter
Vice President, Development & 
External Relations

For nearly 67 years, thousands of children, 
youths and adults with developmental 
challenges have achieved a new sense of 
accomplishment, self-reliance and purpose, all 
because their families chose eCF. through a 
series of services that span the full continuum 
of life, eCF ensures families that their choice will 
lead to positive outcomes. 

each day at eCF, infants and toddlers with 
developmental delays acquire speech 
and motor coordination skills. Students in 
grades K-12 with developmental, learning 
and emotional disabilities reach academic 
milestones that they never thought possible. 
Adults with special needs find a voice through 
art, purpose through employment, and self-
esteem through independence. 

Since 1946, eCF has chosen its programs, staff 
and service model with clients’ needs in mind, 
which has resulted in recognition from national 
agencies for an unwavering commitment to 
the children and adults eCF serves, and their 
families. our belief in the people we serve 
guides each decision, and in the 2011-2012 
fiscal year, eCF’s choices continued to make 
it possible for clients to embrace and achieve 
their fullest potential.

Making ChoiCes, 
enhanCing Lives
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earLY 
ChiLDhooD

sMart ChoiCes

Studies show that early intervention helps 
improve outcomes for children with certain 
developmental challenges and reduces the 
need for special education and other supportive 
services later in their lives. eCF’s early Start 
program is one of the first of its kind in los 
Angeles County, and the scope of its services 
encompasses the children’s families. Aimed 
at children birth to age 3 with special needs, 
the outcomes of early Start are impressive: 
better motor and cognitive skills, improved 
communication, and enhanced overall daily 
living capabilities.

Families benefit, as well. In a recent parent 
survey, 100 percent of respondents felt 
that participating in early Start increased 
their family’s capacity to enhance their 
child’s development. Among the range of 
comprehensive programs are:

•	 Speech, physical and occupational therapy
•	 Medical assessments
•	 Referrals and advocacy
•	 play and socialization
•	 nutritional assistance
•	 parent education and training
•	 Counseling and mentoring 

nearly 13 million children in the united States 
experience some type of cognitive or behavioral 
disability that will impact their ability to learn, 
work and experience life. eCF’s largest program, 
the Kayne eras Center (KeC), is a K-12 school 
created to help children and youths 5 to 22 with 
learning or emotional challenges to develop 
the confidence—and social, intellectual and 
emotional skills—to discover their unique 
potential and achieve academic success.

We offer services to public school students 
whose disabilities and academic needs cannot 
be affectively addressed in traditional school 
settings.

through an integrated education model that 
uses small class sizes and highly specialized 
instruction, KeC students learn how to learn. 
Instructors view each student’s unique set of 
challenges not as a hindrance but as a different 
way of learning. KeC educators work closely 
with students and their families to address 
whatever issues are preventing each student 
from participating in classes and learning.

Early Childhood Children and Youths 

ChiLDren   &  YoUth

early education family functioning

attachments ready for kindergarten

developmental milestones learning
family supports

self-esteem

peer relationships

academic success confidence

family functioning
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aDULts

nearly 240,000 individuals with developmental disabilities live 
in California. For adults of all ages, eCF offers an array of services 
designed to help them build independence and self-esteem. Five 
distinct programs allow adults to explore and cultivate a broad 
range of life skills, with the ultimate goal of helping them find 
meaning and purpose in their lives. 
 
Art Centers – Fine arts instruction from trained artists help clients 
develop self-expression and a sense of accomplishment. 
 
Developmental Activity Centers – Day programs including activities 
such as recreation, socialization, cooking and personal grooming 
help adults learn self-help and skills development.
 
Work Activity / PAR Services – Clients learn practical work skills, 
build social habits, and earn a paycheck by performing collating and 
assembly assignments.
 
Supported Employment - Adults are placed in community work 
opportunities while receiving job training and case management; 
placements include food service, grounds maintenance and clerical 
jobs.
 
Residential Services – A variety of housing options and support 
services are offered, depending on individual needs, including 
independent living in one of eCF’s two apartment complexes, 
Intermediate Care Facilities, level III Community Care Facilities and 
Supported living for clients in their own homes.
 

Adults 

ChiLDren   &  YoUth

peer relationships

confidence

family functioning coping skills
meaningful future

social + emotional well-being respect self-expression 

social skills 

friendships

independent living skills

employment

Accredited by the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC), KeC meets 
national standards of excellence, ensuring 
that students receive the best possible 
education. KeC graduates transition into 
community and four-year colleges, advance 
to trade schools or community jobs, or enroll 
in eCF adult service programs. Among the 
many services KeC provides are:

•	 Individualized education plans (Ieps)
•	 Reading, math, study and organizational 

instruction
•	 therapeutic arts and enrichment 

activities
•	 Group, individual and family counseling
•	 Academic field trips and outdoor 

activities
•	 Comprehensive diagnostic testing
•	 Speech and language therapy
•	 educational therapy services
•	 Behavioral intervention

48210 ECF_R2.indd   5 11/19/12   8:01 PM



6 | SMART CHOICES

20 Supported employment program 
clients on the job for over 10 years

6 Supported employment program 
clients on the job for over 20 years

1 Supported employment program 
client on the job for 24 years

eCF extends deep and heartfelt appreciation to its donors 
for choosing to invest so generously in the children, 
youths and adults served each day. View a complete 
listing of supporters at www.ecf.net/donate/our-donors.

adult clients placed in 
community jobs such as 
restaurants or grocery stores 

employers work with ECF to 
identify job placements for clients

home visits made to 
families with infants 
and toddlers who have 
developmental delays

of job coaching for 
clients working in 
community jobs

clients and family members served

Recognizing
 ECF’s commitment 

to national standards 

WASC – 
Western Association of 

Schools and Colleges

CARF – 
Commission on Accreditation 

of Rehabilitation Facilities 

Accreditations

iM
pressive oUtCoMes

3 new client vans 
secured through a 
Cal-Trans grant
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Gaffey Street in San Pedro
Engine House in South Los Angeles

NEW ART CENTERS

of Mommy and 
Me Groups

 of individual and 
family therapy for 

KEC students

of behavioral 
training for KEC 

students

independent living 
training for clients 
living in their own 

apartments

18 graduates of Kayne 
eras School Class of 
2012, with 15 who went 
on to community college, 
universities or vocational 
training programs, and 3 
into community jobs or 
eCF adult services.

hours of individual 
counseling for parents of 
infants and toddlers with 
developmental delays

raised in 4½ months in response to a special Call to Action

Prestigious awards honoring 
staff and supporters

Los Angeles Business Journal 
Nonprofit CFO of the Year, Sunny 
Robilotta, ECF VP of Finance

National Association of Social Workers 
Social Worker of the Year, Karen Gilman, 
ECF Early Start Program Social Worker

Association of Fundraising Professionals 
Outstanding Private Foundation, The 
Eisner Foundation

Low administrative overhead 
as a result of responsible 

resource management

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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ECF MISSION

the mission of exceptional 
Children’s Foundation is to 
provide the highest quality 
services for children and 
adults who are challenged 
with developmental, learning 
and emotional disabilities – 
empowering them to reach their 
greatest potential.

ECF VISION

exceptional Children’s Foundation 
envisions a society in which 
all people with developmental, 
learning and emotional disabilities 
are valued and integrated in 
educational, social, work and 
residential settings. 

 
 
ADMINISTRATION
Main Headquarters
8740 Washington Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 204-3300
 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVICES
Kayne eras Center
5350 Machado Road
Culver City, CA 90230
(310) 737-9393

early Start Adams
2225 West Adams Blvd.
los Angeles, CA 90018
(323) 735-1424
 
early Start Arleta
14061 terra Bella Street
Arleta, CA 91331
(818) 830-6411
 
 
ADULT SERVICES
 
Work Activity Programs (PAR)
 
pAR West
8740 Washington Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 204-3300
 
pAR east
8707 Sorensen Avenue
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
(562) 945-1064
 

Developmental
Activity Centers
 
DAC/ADp Culver City
8740 Washington Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 204-3300
 
S. Mark taper Center
for exceptional Citizens
1430 Venice Blvd.
los Angeles, CA 90006
(213) 748-3556
 
Art Centers
 
West lA Art Center
8740 Washington Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 204-3300
 
South lA Art Center
(temporary Site)
1430 Venice Blvd.
los Angeles, CA 90006
(213) 748-3556
 
Downtown Art Center
& Art Gallery
828 South Main Street
los Angeles, CA 90014
(213) 627-7590
(213) 627-7374
 
San pedro Art Center
1125 S. Gaffey Street
San pedro, CA 90731
(310) 519-8527
 

engine House Art Center
2616 S. Hobart Ave.
los Angeles, CA 90018
(In Development)
 
 
Residential Services
 
Westington Complex
1914 West Blvd.
los Angeles, CA 90016
(323) 934-5265
 
Barman Home
10918 Barman Avenue
Culver City, CA 90232
(310) 559-0922
 
Keystone Home
4215 Keystone Avenue
Culver City, CA 90230
(310) 838-1109        
 
Fairbanks Home
11124 Fairbanks Avenue
Culver City, CA 90230
(310) 915-6606

Santa Fe Springs
8218 Santa Fe Springs Road
Whittier, CA 90606
(562) 698-4914

Valverde Home
7600 Van Alden Street
Reseda, CA 91335
(818) 342-3826

ECF Service Locations in Los Angeles County
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