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Improving the lives of children and adults with special needs since 1946

Ten months ago, Andres 
was referred to ECF’s 
Early Start program due 
to a diagnosis of global 
developmental delay and 
severe speech delay. He 
became frustrated easily, 
had tantrums and became 
extremely withdrawn 
when an activity required 
verbal communication. 

Today, Andres has learned 
how to get along with 
other children, make friends, and communicate as a result of 
working with early childhood development specialists and speech 
therapists. He enthusiastically helps his teacher to distribute 
plates and food at snack time, participates in circle time singing 
and dancing, and raises his hand to be called on. He has become 
empowered to reach age-appropriate milestones, positioning him 
for social and academic success as he grows.

Because of you, our generous family of donors and community 
supporters, the thousands of young children, students, and adults 
with special needs who are served by ECF can become empowered 
to accomplish things they were previously unable to do.

Because of You…Andres 
communicates.

Because of You…Jenny is 
independent.

Becoming empowered 
can dramatically change 
a life. It can be defined 
as the process of learning 
skills and developing 
the motivation to take 
initiative. Jenny is 
one example of how 
becoming empowered 
has led to independence.

After Jenny graduated 
from high school, she 
was diagnosed with a mild developmental disability and was 
referred to ECF’s work activity program. After seven years, 
another ECF program met her evolving needs. She became 
a client of ECF’s career placement program, and for the past 
15 years, she has worked in a full-time position in the records 
division of the Los Angeles Superior Court.

Last year, Jenny’s mother, who she lived with, was admitted 
to a nursing facility, and this left Jenny without a home, 
but ECF was her safety net and able to assist. For the past 
year, Jenny has been living in one of ECF’s independent 
living apartments. When she moved in, she relied on others, 
but today, Jenny manages her own cooking, laundry, and 
transportation to work. Continued on page 3...

Donate today by using our 

secure website. 

Visit www.ECF2015.net 

or call Lisa at 310-845-8062. 

Thank you.

Recognizing Businesses That Do 
Well by Doing Good

ECF will recognize and thank over 70 
business partners on May 19. If you are 
an ECF business partner and would 
like to attend the event, contact Lisa at 
(310) 845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net

Business Partner Recognition Luncheon
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Dear Friends,

Our priority at ECF has been, and always will be, to provide the highest quality 
services for the young children, students, and adult clients we serve. It is our 
partnership with our large and extended family of professionals, caregivers, 
regional centers, school districts, donors, and businesses that allows us to 
make a significant impact on our clients’ lives. Our spring newsletter provides 
exciting information on how we are taking action to strengthen this network and the outcomes made 
possible thanks to our community.

Annual Campaign
This year, the theme of our Annual Campaign is Empowered. Because of You. I am pleased to 
share that ECF’s Board of Directors has collectively committed to contribute over 30% of the Annual 
Campaign’s goal of $600,000. These gifts demonstrate the passion and dedication of ECF’s top 
leadership. Please join them today with a gift to the Campaign so children and adults with special needs 
can continue to be Empowered. Because of You.

Recognition of ECF’s Business Partners
ECF is preparing for our inaugural Business Partner Recognition Luncheon to be held on May 19. This 
new event provides us with an opportunity to “Recognize Businesses That Do Well by Doing Good,” 
and at the event, we will thank over 70 businesses who have partnered with ECF to reach their business 
goals.

Legislative News
President Obama signed the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act into law. This law allows 
Americans to save money each year to help support an adult child with a disability without being taxed 
and without losing eligibility for Medicaid or supplemental security (SSI) benefits. These dollars can be 
used for education, therapy, housing, and employment supports – the things that lead to a meaningful 
life. As a member of the disability community, we greatly appreciate the efforts of many legislators who 
worked to make this important law a reality.

On behalf of the dedicated staff and Board of ECF, I thank you for your continued support and look 
forward to sharing future successes with you.
 

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO
       www.linkedin.com/in/ScottBowlingPsyD

President’s Message

As a long-time service provider for children and 
adults with special needs, ECF has witnessed how 
state funding for services has declined for decades. 
During the same timeframe, costs have increased. 
Since Governor Brown will re-evaluate the California 
state budget during May, we urge you to contact 
your legislator to support the 10% funding increase 
proposed by advocates and stakeholders throughout 
California’s developmental services system.

Contact Your Legislator
On July 26, we celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) signed into 
law by President George H. W. Bush 
in 1990. This important legislation 
established a comprehensive national 
mandate for the elimination of 
discrimination against individuals 
with disabilities.
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L-R: Jose Antonio Vargas, Bandai Chief Operating Officer and Executive Vice President; Akihiro 
(Freddie) Sato, Bandai Chief Executive Officer; and Lisa Mitchell, ECF Director of Foundation and 
Corporate Giving. Thanks to The Bandai Foundation, 55 students have received weekly one-on-one 
educational therapy sessions during the current school year.

Vernell was home-schooled for several years, which led to feelings of isolation and 
depression and also caused him to fall far behind for his age. He developed anxiety 
when around people and had difficulty communicating. 

Last year, he became a student at the ECF Kayne Eras School. While soft spoken, 
he made many friends and has become an important member of the school 
community. His favorite subjects include history, economics, and music, and he’s 
earning A’s and B’s in all subjects. While he previously had trouble with stuttering 
and voice articulation, he benefitted from speech and language therapy and 
overcame his fear of performing in public. 

When not in class, Vernell can be 
found in the school’s music room, 
singing all genres of music often 
accompanied by a friend at the 
keyboard. He believes in himself and 
knows he is capable of graduating 
from high school, and he hopes to 
become a professional musician.

Empowered. Because of You…Vernell is self-confident.

Join the Campaign today at 
www.ECF2015.net and help us 
reach our goal of $600,000 by June 
30. Every dollar you invest in ECF 
makes a difference in the lives of 
children and adults with special 
needs. Thank you.

Thank You from ECF
We gratefully acknowledge our family of funders who generously 
support ECF’s programs to help children and adults with special 
needs. With your support, ECF can make a difference, one client 
at a time, to more than 3,700 individuals with developmental 
disabilities each year.

Welcoming New Supporters

We are very pleased to welcome the following new funders to 
ECF: the Pettit Foundation, which contributed toward the ECF 
Kayne Eras School’s daily operation of educational, therapeutic, 
and enrichment programs for K-12 students; and the Disability 
Communications Fund, which provided a grant in support of 
the purchase of interactive whiteboards and technology teacher 
training at the ECF Kayne Eras School. We are also pleased to 
announce grants from new funders for core operating support, 
contributing to the overall day-to-day work of the agency: 
many thanks to the Bank of America Charitable Foundation, 
the Bayhurst Foundation, and the Fred and June MacMurray 
Foundation.

Gratitude for Loyal Supporters

A heartfelt thank you to those who provided renewed support to ECF: ECHO of Northrop Grumman, the Ella Fitzgerald Charitable 
Foundation, the Hugh & Hazel Darling Foundation, the John W. Carson Foundation, the Morgan Stanley Foundation’s Volunteer 
Incentive Program, the Sheri and Les Biller Foundation, The Siragusa Foundation, Union Bank, and U.S. Bank.

Special thanks to Variety the Children’s Charity of Southern California for continued support of our Early Start Program for infants 
and toddlers with developmental disabilities and delays; and to the Weingart Foundation, whose generous grant provides renewed 
core operating support for ECF operations. We are also thankful to The Bandai Foundation for its grant in support of ECF Kayne 
Eras School’s Educational Therapy Program, which provides one-on-one, individualized intervention for students who have learning 
disabilities, differences, and challenges.
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PROGRAM NEWS - ECF KAYNE ERAS SCHOOL

TheaTer

In January, students and staff from ECF’s Kayne Eras School 
attended a training session for Unified Theater, where general 
education schools are paired with special education schools to 
create and perform an original performance. KEC’s partner 
school is St. Aloysius, located in the southeastern section of 
Los Angeles. Unified Theater’s approach is simple: inclusion 
through performing arts with student-led programs that promote 
leadership, cooperation, and collaboration. KEC and St. Aloysius 
students have met many times since January, collaborating on a 
script and designing sets and costumes. A 10-act performance, 
created exclusively by the students, will take place at the end of the 
school year. For more details, contact Lisa at (310) 845-8062.

Dondre, a senior, earned his letterman jacket during the 2013 Varsity Basketball season, when 
he helped lead the Bulldogs to victory. 

Megan, a senior, has been involved in all varsity sports since 2012. She earned her letterman 
jacket in Varsity Basketball and also serves as captain of the Bulldogs team.

A group of ECF Kayne Eras School middle school students and St. Aloysius middle school students 
collaborate on their joint theater script.

SporTS

ECF’s Kayne Eras School participates in the AMASE League 
(Association for Movement and Athletics in Special Education) 
for several varsity team sports: football, soccer, basketball, beach 
volleyball, and track and field. The school has set a standard for 
students to earn lettermen jackets when students reach the league 
championships in football and basketball. 

During the 2014 football season, the Varsity Bulldogs were 
undefeated and students earned letterman jackets with their 
names embroidered. These jackets were made possible for our 
talented athletes, thanks to the generosity of an anonymous 
donor. According to the California Department of Education, 
KEC is the only non-public school in California that recognizes 
student athletes with letterman jackets.

enTrepreneurShip

This year, ECF’s Kayne Eras School embarked on a new 
and exciting educational program designed to help shape 
and groom young entrepreneurs. The school was invited 
to participate in Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship 
(NFTE), part of a nation-wide initiative. 

Founded in New York City in 1987, NFTE’s mission is to 
provide programs that inspire young people from low-income 
communities to stay in school, to recognize business 
opportunities, and to plan for successful futures. KEC’s 
students have developed ideas, made presentations, created 
business plans, conducted market research, and made executive 
summaries for their plans. They will end the school year with 
a “Shark Tank” style classroom competition that showcases 
their innovative products and entrepreneurial skills. Based on 
the success of the students in this year’s pilot program, we plan 
to continue the NFTE program next school year.

A variety of enrichment activities are available to ECF Kayne Eras School students. Ranging from theater and music to 
entrepreneurship, and from technology to athletics, our students meet and collaborate with students from public schools, participate 
in national business programs, and build skills to further develop their self-confidence.
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par ServiceS

ECF’s PAR Services provides high quality and competitively-priced packaging and 
assembly services to local and regional businesses. Over the last four months, PAR has 
seen a 50% increase in its contracts. Zhena’s Gypsy Tea, Dottie, and Rhinox increased 
their orders, and additional contracts have been secured with Stone Candles, Phillips, 
and Assemblies Unlimited.

Services for Zhena’s Gypsy Tea include retail packaging, creation of display floor stands, 
and logistics. Assembly of new glass containers includes the addition of spoons to the 
outside of the glass container, inserting tea into the glass, adding the lid, and shrink 
wrapping. Another product requires the insertion of tea bags and the combination of 
four containers before shrink wrapping. And packaging of a new temperature-resistant 
product was introduced – this product is being prepared for delivery to gourmet tea 
shops across the country.

PAR’s contract with Phillips, an 83-year-old parts supplier for the trucking industry, 
featured the assembly of 27,000 cable separators used by big rig tractor trailers.

A client in PAR’s Work Readiness program packages tea tins 
for Zhena’s Gypsy Tea.

Assembly line of tea packaging for Zhena’s Gypsy Tea.

SupporTed employmenT/career placemenT ServiceS

Over the last four months, ECF’s Career Placement Services program has secured 
additional full-time placements with several ECF business partners including United 
Aeronautical Corporation (UAC), Ralph’s Bakery, the Cheesecake Factory, and 
others. These placements allow adults with developmental disabilities to work in the 
community, earning competitive, fair market wages and gaining greater independence. 
There are also plans to develop a janitorial training program that can be marketed to 
businesses.

In addition, nine ECF clients are now employees of Hawker Pacific Aerospace. 
Three job coaches serve as an additional support team for the employees who work 
in data entry, janitorial, and landscaping. Hawker has benefited by adding dedicated 
employees to its workforce, employees who learn specific tasks and improve the 
business’  bottom line – while also becoming productive members of the community.

A client in PAR’s Work Readiness program reconfigures a lock 
clip on car accessory hardware manufactured by Phillips.

Participants of PAR’s Work Readiness program inflate and 
package soccer balls for Rhinox, Inc.

PROGRAM NEWS - ADULT PROGRAMS

Don’t miss out on the latest news about ECF programs and 
events. Visit www.ECFSIGNUP.net to sign up today. 
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ECF was saddened by the sudden loss 
of Marva Shaw, a member of the ECF 
family who passed away in January. 
Marva began her career with ECF in 
1979 as an instructor for PAR Services 
Westside (located in Santa Monica 
at the time) training adults with 
developmental challenges to perform 
assembly and packaging work. She was 
promoted four times, and her final 
role was as PAR Case Management 
Coordinator. During her 36 years at 
ECF, Marva’s focus was always on how 
she could help improve the lives of each 
client she worked with. Over the years, 
she touched hundreds of lives, and each 
of these clients greatly appreciated her 
unwavering dedication to her work. 

“Marva’s compassion, her dedication to our clients, and her professional 
integrity helped to shape ECF’s culture. She served as an inspiration to us all. 
She will be greatly missed,” said Scott Bowling, ECF President and CEO.

In Memoriam: Marva Shaw

Celebrating a Milestone
Milton Davis, a client of ECF’s Art Centers 
program, recently celebrated his 50th 
year as an ECF client. Milton’s work has 
been included in several art exhibitions 
throughout the United States, and he is 
known for his dramatic pen and ink line 
drawings of the human figure, animals, and 
still lifes. Milton’s dedication toward his art 
remains inspirational, and he continues to 
create his personal narratives and follows his 
visions regardless of art trends or fads.

L-R: Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), Milton Davis (ECF client), 
and Samson Mulugeta (ECF Director of Work Activity Programs).

“Spirit” was created in 2013 and is available for 
sale on Amazon.com through its Fine Art initiative. 
ECF has over 2,500 pieces of artwork by ECF adult 
artists available for purchase in a variety of prices. 
Visit www.ECFonAmazon.com and search for 
Milton Davis.

The Journey of Circles
In 2013, ECF’s DAC Gallery became one 
of a limited number of galleries in the U.S. 
selected to join a new Amazon.com initiative 
called Fine Art on Amazon. Today, you 
can view and purchase over 2,500 pieces of 
artwork created by ECF adult artists online 
at www.ECFonAmazon.com.

A member of the public recently purchased 
a piece of ECF artwork from Amazon. 
Karen Gelardi purchased “Circles” by ECF 
adult artist Justina Ko. The work was then 
adapted into a large scale print by a studio 
in Maine for placement at a furniture store 
showroom in Los Angeles. Ko’s artwork is 
now prominently on display in the Coalesse 
showroom in Los Angeles. Coalesse focuses 
on the similarities between work and life 
with products that fit as naturally in the 
office as in the home. 

ECF thanks Karen Gelardi for her 
promotion of ECF and original purchase 
from Amazon Fine Art.

“Circles” by Justina Ko in Coalesse showroom.



With escrow scheduled to close on the sale of ECF’s headquarters building at 8740 
Washington Boulevard in Culver City in May, we are exploring opportunities to purchase new 
property which will house several programs and our administrative offices. 

“This is a critical moment in ECF’s history. The sale of one of our greatest assets presents an 
opportunity to strengthen our financial position as well as set the stage for future growth,” 
explained Scott Bowling, ECF President and CEO, “This sale provides the financial 
stability to maintain the quality of the services we provide and also enables us to expand 
programmatically.”

The new owner of the property is Karney Management Company, a privately-held commercial 
real estate company in Los Angeles. Karney Management Company has been purchasing and 
developing industrial buildings for more than 65 years. The company’s principals own over 100 
buildings through partnerships, encompassing millions of square feet of industrial space leased 
to warehouse distribution, manufacturing, and creative use tenants. 

L-R: Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO) with 
Karney Management Company executive.

ECF Headquarters Sale Update

Sculptures Create Smiles
ECF recently received a donation of five sculptures thanks 
to the generosity of philanthropists Dick and Elsa Gary. 
The life-size steel sculptures by Fredrick Prescott depict an 
alligator, elephant, tiger, and a mother and baby giraffe.

Fredrick Prescott began working with metal at the age of 
six. He spent countless hours honing the skills he uses to 
transform metal into art by cutting, bending, and welding, 
and by age twelve, Prescott was enrolled in a watercolor 
painting class where he developed a passion for color. By 
both sculpting and painting his artwork, he began his 
fascination for bold and colorful metal sculpture. Prescott’s 
larger-than-life sculptures depict street scenes and the world 
of animals and nature. More information about Prescott’s 
art can be found online at www.prescottstudio.com.

The sculptures bring much joy to the young children and 
students of ECF. Our deep thanks to Dick and Elsa Gary 
for this most generous gift.
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8740 Washington Boulevard
Culver City, CA 90232
Tel: 310.204.3300
     ECF.net

Join the 2015 annual campaign
make a difference today
visit www.ecF2015.net

SAVE THESE DATES

For more information or to be added to our email list, contact  Lisa Kelly at (310) 845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net.

facebook.com/connectwithecF                twitter.com/connectwithecF               pinterest.com/connectwithecF               linkedin.com/company/connectwithecF

July 25-August 2, 2015  
Special Olympics World Games
Los Angeles will host this two-week event with the unparalleled spirit of enthusiasm and teamwork that 
are trademarks of all Special Olympics events. For more information including volunteer opportunities, 
visit www.la2015.org. 

September 18, 2015  
33rd Annual “First Ever” ECF Golf Benefit
Join the Fukamaki-Walker family and ECF for a fun-filled day of golf, lunch, awards dinner, and raffle 
baskets at Los Robles Greens Golf Course in Thousand Oaks.

Fall 2015
12th Annual Angels Luncheon
Join Suzanne Kayne, ECF Kayne Eras Center Angels founder and ECF Board Member, at this annual 
luncheon to benefit students with special needs. More information to come.

Spring 2016
Gala to celebrate ECF’s 70th Anniversary and honor long-time suporters Ric and Suzanne Kayne. 
More information to come.


