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Improving the lives of children and adults with special needs since 1946

On May 19, ECF honored 
and thanked over 70 business 
and community partners at 
the inaugural Business Partner 
Recognition Luncheon. More 
than 100 people were in 
attendance at the event held at 
Killer Shrimp Restaurant in 
Marina del Rey.

ECF’s business and community 
partners have set inspiring 
examples as a result of employing 
and working with people with 
developmental disabilities, and 
they also include philanthropic 
businesses whose financial and 
in-kind support helps fulfill 
ECF’s mission.

Honoring ECF Business Partners

In June, students of the ECF Kayne Eras Center School participated in a graduation ceremony 
featuring student performances and speeches and a keynote address by Steve Jordan, a member 
of the ECF Board of Directors and an internationally-recognized health and fitness coach. Steve 
shared his story of suffering a traumatic brain injury during college, but he accomplished what 
many considered impossible. Despite a prognosis of severe brain damage, his years of cognitive 
rehabilitation and surgeries led to a total recovery. Steve’s story served as motivation to our students 
to show them the importance of setting goals and working toward accomplishing them.

Twenty students graduated from high school. Our 
Valedictorian, Marlon, will attend West Los Angeles 
College and plans to pursue a career in business 
administration. He attributes his success to his 
educational therapist who taught him how to learn, 
to his counselor who helped him learn to cope, and 
to his music teacher.

Thirteen graduates will attend West LA College, 
LA Trade Technical College, Santa Monica College, 
and Cal State Long Beach; and seven graduates 
will enter an ECF adult program in the fall. In 
addition, 11 scholarships were awarded to graduates 
for a total amount of $6,500 to recognize academic 
achievement and excellence in performing arts, fine 
arts, and athletics.

Celebrating the Class of 2015

Save The Date 
ECF Gala
April 26, 2016
Exciting plans are underway for ECF’s 
70th Anniversary Gala, “Celebrating 
Exceptional Service,” that will take place 
at the Skirball Cultural Center on April 
26, 2016.

In 1946, a small group of parents 
pooled their resources to create a 
daycare program for their children with 
developmental disabilities. Over the 
years, ECF has expanded to provide 
services for young children, students, and 
adults with developmental, learning, and 
emotional disabilities. 

Today, ECF is known as a comprehensive 
educational, social service, rehabilitation, 
and advocacy agency that provides a 
range of innovative services; and we’ve 
proudly served the LA community for 
seven decades.

At the 70th Anniversary Gala, we will 
celebrate the exceptional service that 
ECF is known for providing and is made 
possible thanks to our supporters. We 
will also honor Ric and Suzanne Kayne 
for their commitment to ensuring that 
children and adults with special needs 
and unique abilities continue to have 
access to quality services that allow them 
to reach their full potential. 

More details available soon.

(Continued on page 4)

L-R: ECF Exceptional Business Award recipients: Nora Frausto (Hawker Pacific 
Aerospace), Sean Ryan (Zhena’s Gypsy Tea), Jeremy Iaccino (Lowe Enterprises), and 
Ivan Rosenberg.

Marlon, ECF Kayne Eras Center School Valedictorian.

Suzanne and Ric Kayne.
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New ECF Board Members

Larry Rabineau, Esq.

Larry Rabineau is a graduate of UCLA and Loyola Law 
School and has been a practicing lawyer for 44 years 
specializing in civil litigation. Active in community 
service, he’s been on Cedars-Sinai’s Board of Governors 
for 15 years, Remington High Rise’s Board for five years, 
and also supports the Keck School of Medicine of USC. 
He played competitive senior tennis and ranked number 
five in the nation. Now retired from tennis, Larry is an 
avid golfer. Larry is married to Lynn, and they have two 
sons, Evan and Richard.

Jeff Aidikoff, Esq.

Jeff Aidikoff is a graduate of San Francisco 
State University and Southwestern Law 
School. Since admission to the California Bar 
in 2010, Jeff has been the owner of Aidikoff 
Law in Beverly Hills, a boutique law firm 
specializing in elder abuse, personal injury, 

criminal defense, and business litigation. Super Lawyers named 
Jeff as a Southern California Rising Star, and he was also selected 
as a “Top 100 Trial Lawyer” by the National Trial Lawyers. Jeff is 
married to Jenny.

ECF would like to welcome two new members to our Board of Directors, Jeff Aidikoff and Larry Rabineau. Both men bring their 
professional expertise, talent, and a passion for our mission to the ECF family, and we thank them for their commitment to serve.

Dear Friends,

What matters most is where you’re going and who’s joining you on that 
journey. I invite you to look forward with me to what will, without a doubt, be 
an exciting year for ECF.

There are moments in our distant and recent past that serve as turning points. 
History will illuminate that the strategic sale of ECF’s headquarters building 
at 8740 Washington Boulevard in Culver City on May 5th created one of 
these pivotal moments. With the sale’s proceeds, ECF was able to pay off two mortgages, fund the 
meritorious performance of our staff, cover healthcare premium hikes for employees, reduce debt 
accumulated during recent lean years, and add funds to the ECF endowment to strengthen our 
financial position for generations to come. The remaining sale proceeds will be used to acquire and 
develop new facilities for our programs and administrative offices housed at 8740 Washington 
Boulevard. We are in the process of finalizing a new location that will become the new home of our 
PAR West, Westside Art Center, Developmental, Work Readiness, and Supported Employment 
programs. We are also considering existing sites to accommodate our administrative operations.

In today’s era when both for-profit businesses and nonprofits are in operation one day and struggling 
to continue the next, ECF’s long-term stability reflects the time-tested value we provide to the Los 
Angeles community. I offer my sincere gratitude to all of our supporters in the LA community for 
your steadfast interest and investment in the work we do.

In April, we will host a Gala to celebrate ECF’s 70th anniversary and also honor Ric and Suzanne 
Kayne for their generous support of our educational programs. I know I speak on behalf of the entire 
Board of Directors and the ECF leadership team when acknowledging Ric and Suzanne’s exemplary 
philanthropic leadership. We have been introduced to so many wonderful people as a result of their 
family’s advocacy. I hope you can join us in honoring the Kaynes on April 26th at the Skirball 
Cultural Center.

On behalf of ECF’s dedicated staff and Board of Directors, I extend my appreciation for your 
continued support and look forward to sharing our journey and the exciting highlights of the coming 
year.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO
       www.linkedin.com/in/ScottBowlingPsyD

President’s Message
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L-R: Diane Forte (Region Manager, 
Local Public Affairs, Southern California 
Edison) and Lisa Mitchell (ECF Director 
of Foundation & Corporate Giving).

Looking Beyond is a grant-making organization that encourages looking  
beyond preconceived barriers and limitations for people with special needs. 
Over the past 10 years, Looking Beyond has generously contributed $100,000 
to ECF’s Kayne Eras Center School with grants for classroom supplies, iPads 
and computer equipment, educational games and software, an interactive 
whiteboard and projector, headphones, and more.

“Looking Beyond is dedicated to enriching the lives of children and young 
adults with special needs. We truly look beyond disabilities and believe children 
and young adults can reach their full potential regardless of their disabilities,” 
explained Maggie Soleimani, President of Looking Beyond.

ECF thanks Looking Beyond for supporting ECF and the Kayne Eras Center 
School and enabling us to provide high-quality educational services for our 
students.

ECF Thanks Looking Beyond

Philanthropy is especially inspiring when it starts early in life. 
Students at the Loving Savior of the Hills Lutheran Preschool in 
Chino Hills selected the Exceptional Children’s Foundation to be 
the recipient of their year-long community service fundraising efforts. 
Each week, the 100 preschool students brought in a chapel offering to 
be donated to ECF. With heartfelt appreciation, ECF thanks Susan 
Harris, the preschool principal who led the fundraising campaign, 
along with her six preschool classroom teachers, and most of all, these 
young philanthropists.

ECF Thanks Young Philanthropists

Students from the Loving Savior of the Hills Lutheran Preschool.

Thank You from ECF
ECF is grateful for our family of funders who 
choose to make a difference in the lives of children 
and adults with special needs. Your support made 
it possible for us to serve 3,500 children, students, 
and adults with developmental disabilities and 
their families this past year.

We are very thankful 
to our partners 
who provide grants 
for our programs 
to help clients 
of all ages gain 
valuable life skills 
and achieve their 
greatest potential. 
A sincere thank 
you to the Milken 
Family Foundation 
and Southern 
California Edison 

for their continued support. We are also 
pleased to recognize support from the Rotary 
Club of Beverly Hills for the ECF Kayne Eras 
Center School and from First Republic Bank 
for the School’s Enrichment Program, which 
provides visual and performing arts, technology, 
entrepreneurship training, and sports for more 
than 200 K-12 students each year.

Special thanks to Capital Group Companies 
Charitable Foundation for support of our 
Supported Employment Program, which 
provides adults with developmental disabilities 
with job coaching and career placement in 
the community; to the George Hoag Family 
Foundation, for their gift to our Early 
Start Program, providing educational and 
therapeutic programs for infants and toddlers 
with developmental disabilities and delays; 
and to the Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation, 
whose generous grant provides renewed 
support for two ECF adult programs: the 
Supported Employment Program as well as 
the Developmental Activity Program, which 
provides community outings for adult clients 
and teaches self-help and skills development.

Thank You For Helping To Exceed Our Goal
With an Annual Campaign fundraising goal of $600,000, because of you, our dedicated donors 
and supporters, we surpassed this goal by almost $25,000. As a result, young children have 
become empowered to communicate more effectively, students have become empowered to 
study and learn, and many adults have become empowered to work in paying jobs. All of these 
individuals with special needs overcame challenges and have become empowered – all because of 
you. On behalf of the thousands of individuals we serve, thank you for your generosity.
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Business Partners 

At the event, ECF also recognized 
four partners for their exceptional 
support and partnership. Jim Hill, 
CBS 2 Sports Director and event 
Master of Ceremonies, presented 
four Exceptional Business Awards:

•	 Hawker Pacific Aerospace was 
recognized for hiring nine ECF 
clients and being an advocate 
for inclusive workplaces in the 
aerospace industry.

•	 Zhena’s Gypsy Tea was 
recognized for contracting with 
ECF’s work activity program 
and utilizing the talents of 60 
clients this past year to complete 
a variety of packaging and 
assembly projects.

•	 Lowe Enterprises was 
recognized for making in-kind 
contributions of food baskets, 
toys, clothing, and household 
items that impacted the young 
children and families of ECF’s 
Early Start program.

•	 Ivan Rosenberg received ECF’s 
Exceptional Ambassador 
Award for his commitment 
to identifying new business 
opportunities and his advocacy 
to develop cultures of inclusion.

Tex Boggs, President of Antioch 
University Los Angeles, provided 
the keynote address and talked 
about the benefits of corporate social 
responsibility, “One key benefit is 
that, as a result of a partnership, 
everyone’s lives are changed.”

Thank you to all ECF business and 
community partners that “do well 
by doing good.”

(Continued from Page 1)

1.  L-R: Jim Hill (CBS 2 Sports Director and Master of Ceremonies), Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), and Tex Boggs (President of Antioch University and Keynote Speaker).   2. L-R: Jackie 
(ECF client) and ECF Exceptional Business Award recipient Nora Frausto (Hawker Pacific Aerospace).     3. L-R: ECF Exceptional Ambassador Award recipient Ivan Rosenberg and Scott Bowling 
(ECF President and CEO).     4. L-R: ECF Exceptional Business Award recipient Jeremy Iaccino (Lowe Enterprises) and Gaby Kayacan (ECF Early Start Adams Program Manager).     5.  L-R: Jim Hill 
(second from left) with Leo Bunnin, Ron Vartanian, and Chad Kelman (Bunnin Chevrolet in Culver City).     6.  L-R: ECF Exceptional Business Award recipient Sean Ryan (Zhena’s Gypsy Tea) and 
Jesse (ECF client).     7. L-R: Meg Wade and Marilynn Moscrip (both from Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors LP).
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Steven Rose, President and CEO of the Culver City Chamber of Commerce, current 
ECF Board member and former Chairman of the ECF Board, has agreed to guide the 
newly-formed Leadership Circle for ECF’s Planned Giving Heritage Society. Created 
in 2007, the Heritage Society provides ECF supporters with an opportunity to make 
a lasting gift to ECF as part of their estate planning.

Steven’s legacy with ECF dates back to 1974 when his niece Jackie, who was born with 
Down syndrome, was an ECF client. Steven volunteered, along with Jackie’s mother, 
for the ECF Snowflake Ball, an annual dance for clients and their families to celebrate 
the holidays with program staff. While Jackie left ECF after just two years when her 
family moved out of the area, Steven remained committed to ECF and was invited to 
join the Board by President Emeritus, Dr. Robert Shushan. 

According to Steven, “Back then, the Board was made up of committed parents who 
were invested in caring for their special needs children. Over the years, I have seen 
ECF grow into a sophisticated business operation with outstanding programs and 
services. Our strong financial position along with our growing endowment ensures 
the security and ongoing support of the organization.” 

As a proud member of Heritage Society, Steven states, “I have chosen to include ECF 
in my will in honor of my niece Jackie who passed away in 2013 at the age of 38.  
My gift will allow ECF to make a greater impact.” ECF Board Members Les Abell, 
Shelley Smith, Paul Zimmerman, Mary Kayne, and Jack Holcomb join Steven as 
members of the Heritage Society Leadership Circle.

Please consider joining other ECF supporters and donors who have chosen to include 
the Exceptional Children’s Foundation in their estate plans. To learn more about 
making a planned gift to the Heritage Society, please contact Debbi Winter, Vice 
President of Development and External Relations, by phone at (310) 845-8050 or 
dwinter@ecf.net. 

Steven Rose, President and CEO of the Culver City Chamber of 
Commerce, current ECF Board Member, and former ECF Board 
Chairman.

L-R: Steve Rose’s niece, Jackie, who received services from 
ECF, and her older sister Danielle.

L-R: ECF Board Members Steven Rose, Paul Zimmerman, Fred Alavi, and Les Abell; and Scott 
Bowling (ECF President and CEO).

L-R: The Abell Family: Allison, Les, Nancy, Lauren, and Matthew.

Donor Legacy to ECF

Les Abell, long-time ECF Board Member, was recently 
recognized for his extraordinary community service as a 
recipient of the 2015 Mark J. Benjamin Community Impact 
Award presented by the Human Relations Council of Santa 
Monica Bay Area. 

The legacy of Mark Benjamin lives on in Santa Monica 
through the buildings his company constructed and also 
through people who embody his generous spirit. The Human 
Relations Council honored Benjamin by celebrating four 
members of the community for their compassion, leadership, 
and activism.

Les has held numerous leadership roles for ECF over the past 
30-plus years and has also donated legal services to ECF. On 
behalf of the entire ECF family, congratulations to Les on 
this well-deserved honor.

Board Member Recognized for 
Community Service
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Thanks to the My Gym Challenged America 
Foundation

Supervisor Kuehl’s Staff Meets ECF

During June, Randy 
Bertisch, President of 
the My Gym Challenged 
America Foundation, 
a nonprofit that strives 
to improve the lives of 
children with disabilities, 
and members of his team 
visited ECF’s Early Start 
Arleta program site for 
the presentation of toys 
to two young children 
who received services 
from ECF’s Early Start 
program.

Lizbeth learned to use 
age-appropriate language 
and participated in 
tabletop fine motor 
activities. Since she walks on her tiptoes, rather than keeping her feet flat, the My 
Gym Challenged America Foundation provided Lizbeth with a Playskool Sit and 
Spin toy to encourage her to stand with her feet flat on the ground to reinforce 
good posture.

Another child, Jayleen, received speech and occupational therapies, and her 
therapists and family see changes in her behaviors and abilities. The My Gym 
Challenged America Foundation provided Jayleen with a Southpaw Cuddle 
Swing, which provides relaxation during and after swinging, and once Jayleen is 
relaxed, she is better able to participate in activities with her peers and learn.

Following the election of 
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl 
to the Third District 
of Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors in 
November 2014, ECF 
invited members of her 
staff to our Early Start 
program site in Arleta. 

In June, two members 
of the Supervisor’s 
staff visited Arleta to 
learn about our early 
intervention services for 
young children up to age 
three with developmental 
disabilities or delays. 

Lori Sivazlian, Early Start Program Manager, provided a tour of the classrooms 
and outdoor space, but more importantly, gave a comprehensive overview of the 
children and families served. We are excited about the possibilities for collaboration 
and partnership and look forward to working with Supervisor Kuehl’s team in the 
future.

L-R: New friends: Randy Bertisch (President of the My Gym Challenged America 
Foundation) and Lizbeth.

L-R: Genie Chough (Children’s Deputy for Supervisor Kuehl), Lisa Mitchell 
(ECF Director of Foundation & Corporate Giving), and Angelica Ayala (Valley 
Senior Field Deputy for Supervisor Kuehl).

During the state budget planning 
process, disability service providers 
united to advocate for individuals 
with developmental disabilities. As 
the Governor considered possible rate 
increases for service providers, advocacy 
efforts were organized throughout the 
state. There were phone campaigns, letter 
writing campaigns, email campaigns, 
and rallies in Sacramento and other cities 
throughout California.

In collaboration with a coalition of service 
providers, ECF participated in a Million 
Letter Writing Campaign and gathered 
nearly 2,000 letters from staff, clients and 
their families, Board Members, and other 
partners. 

On April 30, ECF hosted a community 
Town Hall meeting where attendees 
wrote letters to Governor Brown and 
key legislators to show their support 
for proposed increases in services 
for individuals with developmental 
disabilities. Two members of the 
developmental disability field, Karen 
Ingram, Director of Community Services 
at the Frank D. Lanterman Regional 
Center in Los Angeles, and Christopher 
Rice, Executive Director of the California 
Disability Services Association in 
Sacramento, joined Scott Bowling, ECF 
President and CEO, in a panel discussion.

California legislators including Jim Beall 
(D-San Jose), Senator Holly Mitchell 
(D-Los Angeles), Senator Kevin de 
León (D-Los Angeles), and Senator 
Ricardo Lara (D-Los Angeles) are 
steadfast advocates for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. On behalf of 
the young children, students, and adults 
we serve, ECF thanks them for their 
continued support and advocacy efforts.

Client Advocacy

For the latest ECF news 
via email, sign up at

www.ECFSIGNUP.net.
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For nearly five years, Stone Candles has 
been a strong supporter of ECF. Started in 
Berkeley in the 1960’s and currently located 
in Santa Monica, Stone Candles has been 
committed to the handcrafted process 
of candle-making. As a father-and-son 
business, the company’s goal is to combine 
traditional artistry with innovative designs.

Daniel Stone is a firm believer in good 
corporate citizenship. Inspired by ECF, 
he wanted to align his company’s mission 
with ECF and support our PAR Services, 
which trains our clients to produce and 
package candles so they can earn an 
income. Toward that end, he has moved a 
large portion of his production facilities to 
ECF, where members of the Stone Candles 
team work side-by-side ECF adult clients 
with developmental disabilities, creating 
an effective and integrated workforce. 
Currently, ECF adult clients produce and 
package 250-500 candles a day.

“I was immediately drawn to ECF because 
I believe in its mission, and I’m honored 
to be an ECF brand ambassador. At Stone 
Candles, we strongly believe that everyone 
can be productive, and it feels great to know 
that we’re making a difference so that many 
ECF clients have jobs,” said Daniel Stone.

L-R: Steve Beltran (ECF Board Member), Kathy Good, and 
Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO).

Six students in the KEC 2015 graduating 
class received scholarships generously 
provided by the Good family. These funds 
will truly make a difference in supporting 
their future educational pursuits.

Scholarships were awarded to outstanding 
graduates who excelled in the fields of 
performing arts, fine arts, and athletics. 
The Good Family’s generous support 
also increased the scholarship funds that 
were awarded to our Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian. Family members Kathy 
Good, Brian and Michelle Good, and Karen Good Satzman attended the graduation 
ceremony in June and congratulated our inspiring graduates in person.

ECF is deeply appreciative to Bari and Steven Good and the entire Good family and 
thanks them for their support of the ECF Kayne Eras School.

To celebrate the World 
Games this past summer, 
ECF partnered with the Los 
Angeles Athletic Club, one of 
the hundreds of Host Town 
housing sponsors for the 
Special Olympics. Since the 
LA Athletic Club was housing 
the Colombian delegation at 
its club and hotel down the 
street from ECF’s Downtown 
Art Center and Gallery, it 
was a natural fit for the two 
organizations to partner.

On July 22, ECF welcomed 
Special Olympians to ECF’s 
program studio and Gallery. 
Athletes participated in an art 
project and talked with ECF 
adult artists.

Bill Shumard, President and 
CEO of the Special Olympics 
Southern California, said, 
“This event featured a great deal 
of sharing between talented 
people of different cultures 
and dialects with the common 
denominator being mutual 
respect and dignity.”

Teri Onorato, Director of Hotel Sales and Marketing for the LA Athletic Club, said, 
“The athletes loved the interactive art project – it was something unique that they will 
remember long after they return home. Thank you to ECF.”

Good Family Scholarships Support StudentsShining Light on the 
ECF-Stone Candles 
Partnership

ECF clients package Stone Candles.

ECF’s New Friends from Colombia 

Colombian athletes in Special Olympics pose with Bill Shumard (President/CEO of 
Special Olympics Southern California).

L-R: Barrett Jackson (Senior Field Rep for Assembly Member Sebastian Ridley-
Thomas), Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), Elizabeth Espinosa (On Air Talent for 
KFI/KTLA), Athlete rep for Colombian delegation, Bill Shumard (President and CEO of 
Special Olympics So Cal), and Debbie Laskey (ECF Director of Marketing).
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“Parrot” by Angelica Alvarado

SAVE THESE DATES

For more information, contact  Lisa Kelly at (310) 845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net.

facebook.com/ConnectwithECF                twitter.com/ConnectwithECF               pinterest.com/ConnectwithECF               linkedin.com/company/ConnectwithECF

September 18, 2015  
33rd Annual “First Ever” ECF Golf Benefit in Memory of Dale & Toni Fukamaki and David Brown
Join the Fukamaki-Walker family and ECF for a fun-filled day of golf, lunch, awards dinner, and raffle 
baskets at Los Robles Greens Golf Course in Thousand Oaks.

October 26, 2015
12th Annual Angels Luncheon
Join Suzanne Kayne, ECF Kayne Eras Center Angels Founder and ECF Board Member, at this annual 
luncheon to benefit students with special needs. More information available soon.

April 26, 2016
“Celebrating Exceptional Service” Gala
Join us as we celebrate ECF’s 70th Anniversary of providing quality services to the community and also 
honor long-time supporters Ric and Suzanne Kayne. More information available soon.

Thanks to ECF Board Members Will Basel and Jack Holcomb for hosting a wine event 
and art auction at V Wine Bar in West Hollywood on July 23. Will and Jack introduced 
their friends and colleagues to ECF, showcasing ECF’s mission via artwork created by 
ECF artists in our adult Art Center program studios. Eleven pieces of artwork comprised 
the silent auction – and all were purchased at the event with half of the proceeds going 
to client artists, and the other half to the Art Center program to pay for art supplies. To 
see more than 2,000 pieces of artwork created by ECF artists available for purchase in a 
variety of prices on Amazon, visit www.ECFonAmazon.com.

Board Members Host Wine Tasting and Art Auction


