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Improving the lives of children and adults with special needs since 1946

Little Jayden has had three open-heart surgeries, one of 
which caused him brain damage. His parents, worried he 
would never walk or talk, were referred to ECF’s Early 
Start program for help. Here a team comprised of a child 
development specialist, a physical therapist, an occupational 
therapist, a case manager and our medical director created 
an individualized care plan to address each of Jayden’s 
developmental issues.

In consultation with his parents and doctors, Jayden’s medical 
risk was assessed, and it was determined that his heart could 
handle the recommended therapies and interventions.          

Continued on page 6
Jayden, Early Start participant

Justin, Kayne Eras School graduate 

Sue, Residential Program participant

Create Hope for Jayden 

Join ECF’s 2017 
Annual Campaign
One of the most fundamental aspects 
of our lives is to CREATE, to bring 
something into existence.

Each year, ECF creates opportunities 
for 3,600 clients and their families to 
gain the skills and experiences necessary 
to reach their greatest potential. Child 
development specialists and physical 
therapists create impactful early 
interventions for infants and toddlers, 
ensuring that they overcome obstacles 
to reach key developmental milestones. 
Teams of teachers and school counselors 
create learning experiences for our K-12 
students that help them to achieve 
academic success and improve family 
functioning. Job coaches, art instructors 
and case managers create individualized 
plans with adult clients, helping them 
pursue their interests – from becoming a 
professional artist, to living in their own 
apartment, to securing employment – 
creating pathways to greater independence 
and inclusion in the community.

Create Confidence for Justin

Create Independence for Sue

Starting in second grade, Justin began feeling anxious and 
overwhelmed in his large public school classes. Too young to 
understand his learning disabilities, Justin grew increasingly 
frustrated with his inability to keep up with fellow students 
and often internalized his anger.

By sixth grade, Justin’s parents were concerned that their 
son’s special learning needs would not be effectively met 
in a traditional school setting. They enrolled him in the 
Kayne Eras School, where he would have the opportunity 
to work with an integrated team of teachers and therapists 
in smaller classes.   Continued on page 6

When Sue was born, there were not a lot of options for 
families who had a child with developmental disabilities; 
therefore, she lived with her parents for 40 years. Sue 
relied on her routines and did not like change, but she 
understood that when her elderly mother’s health declined 
that they were both going to have to explore different living 
arrangements.

With no experience of living on her own, Sue was deeply 
apprehensive about moving out of her family’s home. 
Then she was introduced to ECF’s Residential program, 
where adults with intellectual disabilities can choose 
from several different living options, with varying levels 
of support and care.   Continued on page 6
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Dear Friends,

A changing landscape brings new opportunities to create. Regardless if change 
is motivated by new political leadership, economic adjustments, or generational 
transition, those who are best positioned to adapt and assimilate will remain 
relevant in the “new normal.”

At ECF, we have over 71 years of experience with both responding to and 
leading change. We have recently initiated the development of a historical time 
wall at our headquarters location, the Kayne Eras Center, which offers a powerful reminder of the ECF 
story. Using photos, images, quotes and descriptions that walk us through decades of mission progress and 
triumph over obstacles, the time wall illuminates ECF’s timeless operational principles and commitment 
to our original values: service excellence for people first.  Reflecting on all the ways these values have 
manifested through the years, and how they’ve stood the test of time, offers confidence of their endurance.

The people who have been attracted to this truly exceptional organization (staff, Board members, donors 
and partners) have created a strong foundation on which an exciting future will be constructed.  Yet, those 
of us who comprise the ECF family understand that the lion’s share of the credit for our progress goes to 
the families and individuals whom we serve.  With every site visit I make, and every program tour I give, 
I gain another glimpse into the resolve each of our program participants maintain to create an elevated 
future.  I continue to be inspired by the: 

• New generations of children who overcome physical and environmental obstacles to reach critical 
developmental milestones, 

• Students who learn how to learn and pursue new roads to a previously unseen horizon,
• Adults who develop new skills that offer pathways to employment, opportunities for community 

engagement, and the confidence to participate in the potential tomorrow brings.

We thank each member of the ECF community for all the ways you perpetuate progress in our changing 
world.  With your continued support, ECF will continue to do what we do best – create a bright future for 
every life we touch.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO

President’s Message

   www.linkedin.com/in/ScottBowlingPsyD

Calling all ECF Business Partners: 
Be our guest on Thursday, June 15 

as we recognize your company and 

introduce you to like-minded leaders 

from dozens of local business that 

do well by doing good. 
RSVP at ECF.net/BizPartner
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Thank You
We are grateful to these continuing 
supporters for their most recent, generous 
contributions to ECF programs, services 
and operations: 

• The Albertsons Companies 
Foundation, The Vons Foundation 
and The Pavilions Foundation

• Employees Charity Organization of 
Northrop Grumman

• Bayhurst Foundation
• Johnny Carson Foundation
• The Fred and June MacMurray 

Foundation
• Majestic Realty Foundation 
• Morgan Stanley Foundation
• The Moss Foundation
• Murad Family Foundation
• QueensCare
• U.S. Bank 

We also welcome and thank a new ECF 
supporter, The Flourish Foundation, 
which is helping create an opportunity for 
Kayne Eras School students to participate in 
on-site dance classes.  Thanks to the Flourish 
Foundation, students will experience the 
creative, physical, and educational benefits 
of dance, and increase their multi-cultural 
awareness through the variety of music and 
dance styles explored in the class.

We are most grateful to our longest-standing supporters, the Ladies of 
SHARE, for increasing financial support of the Early Start program 
this year to include the creation of an on-site Sensory Integration playground at our 
Adams Boulevard location (a.k.a  the SHARE Building)! This new project will create 
opportunities for healthy childhood development by providing children with a play 
area to explore objects and surfaces that stimulate their senses and safely challenge their 
coordination. It will also provide Early Start families with access to a safe outdoor space 
– which unfortunately, many of their neighborhoods are lacking – where parents can 
learn how to effectively support their child with special needs in outdoor experiences.

We also appreciate that Joan Kardashian and Corrina Fields of the SHARE Board of 
Directors made time to visit our new Exceptional Building in Inglewood. They toured 
the 28,000 square foot facility and learned about the continuum of training programs 
being offered there to create Pathways to Employment for adults with special needs, 
and saw the new Westside Art Center studio.

Thank you to all of the Ladies of SHARE for recognizing the value of our programs 
and the effectiveness of our service outcomes. 

We appreciate your continued investment in ECF.

A very special thanks to SHARE, Inc.

You’re invited to tour the 

new Exceptional Building 

Contact Debbi Winter, 
Chief Development Officer, 

to schedule your visit.
DWinter@ECF.net  

(310) 773-9434 L to R: Joan Kardashian, SHARE’s Board Chair; Scott Bowling, ECF's 
CEO & President; Corrina Fields, SHARE’s Treasurer; Debbi Winter, 
ECF's Chief Development Officer; Samson Mulugeta, ECF's Director 
of Employment Services

Kayne Eras School students practice balance, focus and 
collaboration in dance classes
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PROGRAM UPDATES 

As reported in our last newsletter, ECF helped research and recommend new 
sensory-sensitive features for the Noah's Ark exhibit at the Skirball Cultural 
Center. Now completed, ECF’s Early Start program brought 40 toddlers and 
their parents to explore the newly enhanced exhibit.
We’re pleased to share that all of our children with special needs were fully 
engaged in the sensory stimulation they encountered. Exclamations from the 
children included, "I LOVE this place!" and "This is the BEST museum ever!" 
Customization of the field trip for special school groups with exclusive weekend 
morning access was especially appreciated. 
Our thanks again to the Skirball Team for collaborating with ECF to create an 
inclusive exhibit!

Kayne Eras School

The State of California’s Department of Education WorkAbility grant has been 
renewed for the Kayne Eras School.  In addition to providing all high school 
students with pre-employment and employment training in activities, such as 
safe food handling, the grant supports 15 students to work for a few hours a week 
off-site at local businesses, earning minimum wage.  These students are learning 
skills needed by everyone at every job, including: customer service, problem-
solving and working on a team. We are grateful to our new business partners, 
Centinela Feed & Pet Supplies and Party City, for providing our students with 
a professional setting in which to practice what they are learning and gain 
meaningful work experience.

Early Start 

Enjoying the new sensory features of the Noah’s Ark exhibit at the Skirball 
Cultural Center

Kayne Eras students practice teamwork on the job

Kayne Eras School students participate in hands-on 
pre-vocational training

Celebrating Chef Ruben (second from left) and wishing him a fond farewell

Learning inventory control at Centinela Feed & Pet Supplies

Kayne Eras School student practicing to earn her safe food 
handler certificate

For 16 years, Chef Ruben Espana provided 
excellent food services to our student and staff, 
endearing him to everyone who visited our 
cafeteria. In February, we celebrated his years of 
service to the Kayne Eras School and ECF, since 
Chef Ruben was offered and accepted a wonderful 
opportunity to join the culinary team at UCLA! 
Chef Ruben was always one of the first people 
on campus each morning to ensure students and 
staff could enjoy a hot breakfast. His broad variety 
of menus and the pride he took in preparing 
each meal delighted everyone who dined in our 
exceptional cafeteria. While Chef Ruben is missed, 
he remains part of the ECF family and we wish 
him every success in his new endeavor.

A Sweet Goodbye

Get more updates at 

Facebook.com/ConnectwithECF
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Ileana Cauich, Facilities Operations Lead for CH2M – an international provider of 
environmental and engineering consulting services to governments, communities, 
businesses and organizations – recently visited ECF’s Downtown Art Center as a guest 
of an instructor. She enjoyed meeting the artists and learning about ECF’s mission, and 
wanted to create an opportunity for her colleagues to experience the same inspiration. 
With the help of ECF staff, Ileana coordinated a day of interactive fun for 12 of her 
CH2M staff and nearly 30 ECF participants. Both groups mixed and mingled, made 
art and played board games, and then sat down to festive lunch together. The CH2M 
staff was as impressed as Ileana expected, and purchased several pieces of art by ECF 
artists! “My co-workers had a good time and were really touched by the efforts of ECF 
participants,” said Ileana.

Each time Bassett Furniture Industries, Inc. opens a new store, they select a neighboring 
nonprofit in their new community to receive a generous donation of furniture and interior 
decorating services. Bassett recently opened a new showroom at the Helms Bakery District, and selected ECF’s Barman House as the 
local beneficiary of their “Make(over) a Difference.”
Barman is one of ECF’s three Intermediate Care Facilities for adults with special needs, and is a home for individuals who want to 
live independently but still require 24-hour care and specialized services and support with day-to-day tasks. Rachel Kaiser, Bassett 
Furniture Store Manager, and her design staff conceived of the calming coastal-themed design. “It’s so beautiful – I love it all,” said 
Taylor, one of six Barman House residents, upon seeing the newly decorated living room.
Representatives from Bassett Furniture’s executive and regional leadership joined ECF staff and supporters to witness the makeover. 
“Bassett Furniture has set a great exampled at Barman House of what it means to create community,” said ECF President & CEO, 
Scott Bowling. Our deep thanks and appreciation to the Bassett Furniture team.

Art Centers

Residential Program

CH2M and ECF - getting to know each other

L to R: Florence Bledsoe, Barbara Lewis and Scott Bowling, 
ECF President & CEO

Scott Bowling, ECF President & CEO with Bassett Team

ECF artists showed CH2M staff collage techniques

Residents, staff enjoying new living room decorated by Bassett

Florence Bledsoe,  who supported and 
cared for residents of Keystone House 
for 26 years, recently retired as residential 
program house supervisor. Barbara 
Lewis, another veteran of the residential 
program, also retired. Both long-time ECF 
employees were honored with a celebration 
attended by Keystone residents and their 
family members. Touching remarks were 
made by several residents, who thanked 
Florence and Barbara for always being 
supportive, caring and part of their “ECF 
family.” Dr. Scott Bowling, President 
and CEO, and Maryam Hamedaninia, 
Director of Residential Services, were 
present to reassure everyone that while 
Florence and Barbara would be missed, 
Maria Haro – who has worked at ECF’s 
Keystone and Fairbanks Houses since 
1999 – will be serving as the new house 
supervisor, creating the easiest transition 
possible for residents.

Fond Farewells

ECF staff, Culver City Chamber President and resident welcome 
Bassett Furniture Team to ECF’s Barman House
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Once this was completed, work began to help him 
improve control of his core muscles and his learning 
abilities, and to address his sensory issues. With lots 
of hard work and determination, Jayden’s physical 
strength and cognitive function grew tremendously.
Today, at just over two-years-old, Jayden is fully in 
control of his body, exploring his world with friends, 
and lovingly interacting with his family. Before 
coming to the Early Start program, Jayden’s parents 
were deeply concerned about their son’s future. Now 
they are confident that Jayden is on a trajectory of success with each new developmental milestone 
he reaches because of the care and compassion of ECF’s Early Start team.

Justin’s study habits and grades improved immensely 
through middle school, but he continued to struggle 
into high school with self-doubt and socializing. 
To help Justin develop self-esteem, his teachers and 
therapists paired one of his interests with a purpose: 
knowing that he enjoyed attending school football 
games, they invited Justin to become the team 
photographer. Justin quickly applied himself to 
figuring out the school’s digital camera. He worked 
hard to capture dynamic action shots, and his pictures 
were widely praised by students and parents. 
This success motivated Justin to set and pursue 
new goals. He graduated from Kayne Eras high school last June, and secured a job just weeks 
later. Today his outlook is optimistic, and his parents couldn’t be prouder that Justin no longer 
defines himself by his challenges, but instead by his abilities and potential.

Sue chose to move into ECF’s Valverde House where 
staff, including a licensed vocational nurse (LVN), 
was available to help her get settled in, teach her how 
to plan meals and cook for herself, understand how 
to create a budget on her fixed income and learn how 
to take care of her health needs. 
The transition didn’t come easily for Sue – in 
addition to being very private, she lacked the 
communication skills to express herself. ECF 
staff quickly became aware of Sue’s challenges 
and provided more individual attention and 
life skills training to help her manage her new 
independence. 
In time, Sue’s comfort and confidence increased. She was able to express her feelings and better 
get her needs met. Today, Sue enjoys her life at Valverde, spending time with staff and residents 
alike. She now calls Valverde House “is my forever home and everyone here is my family now.”

Jayden's coordination is improving as a result of his 
physical therapy sessions

Justin revisiting the Kayne Eras School yearbook

Sue enjoys listening to music in her own room

Create Hope for Jayden

Create Confidence for Justin 

Create Independence for Sue 

...Continued from page 1

...Continued from page 1

...Continued from page 1

Campaign
Goal

To bridge the gap between 

public funding allocated 

for ECF’s programs and 

the full cost to provide 

our specialized services 

at 15 sites throughout LA 

County, we must raise

$800,000
BY JUNE 30TH

You can Make 
a Difference!

Join the 

campaign today at 

ECF.net/CREATE 

or mail your 

contribution 

using the 

enclosed envelope.
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A Family Legacy of Fun & Philanthropy

This year’s milestone Golf Benefit will celebrate 
tournament co-chairs, 

Terri Fukamaki-Walker and James Walker

Friday, September 15
REGISTER AT:  

ECF.net/Golf
Contact Maxine Moshay for sponsorship 

opportunities at (310) 773-9435

When Terri Fukamaki started volunteering for ECF along with her 
brother Darrel in 1972, she had no idea that she was about to embark 
on a lifetime of supporting individuals with special needs. Terri and 
Darrel’s enthusiasm inspired their parents, Dale and Toni, to rally the 
whole family to help ECF. First they joined “EXTRA” (Expanding 
Therapeutic Recreation for Adults) a group that hosted fundraising 
events for ECF including bowling tournaments, a fashion show and the 
Snowflake Ball, a countywide gala for young adults with special needs. 
Then Dale joined ECF’s Board of Directors in 1987, serving as President 
from 1988-1992. Around the same time, Terri started dating James Walker. She 
explained that if he wanted to be in a relationship with her, he’d have to become an 
ECF supporter. He gladly agreed and they were married in 1982.  
Also in 1982, Dale launched what has become ECF’s longest-running fundraising 
event: The “First Ever” ECF Golf Benefit, with strong support of family and friends. 
When Dale passed away in 1999, Toni aimed to fill every foursome at that year’s 
tournament, saying that Dale would be “dancing in heaven” if they could bring in 
144 golfers – which the Fukamakis and Walkers succeeded in doing. 
Members of the Fukamaki and Walker family have continued to support the 
tournament along with the help of longtime volunteers like the Brown 
Family. David Brown became involved with ECF in 1964 when his 
brother was an ECF participant, and his mother served on ECF’s Women’s 
Auxiliary. When David fell in love with Catherine, and brought her to visit 
ECF, she too began volunteering along with him in 1979.   
While Dale, Toni and David have passed away, their families continue 
to support ECF. Catherine has honored David’s legacy by joining the 
golf benefit planning committee, both sponsoring and playing in the 
tournament. James followed Dale’s lead, serving as an ECF Board Member 
for nine years. He and Terri were also involved in several ECF fundraising 
events over the years including the Family Homerun Fun Run at Dodger 
Stadium and the Beach Ride motorcycle ride and concert. 
For more than 35 years, Terri and James have supported ECF side-by-side. Through 
good times and challenging ones, their tight-knit family has continued its 
support and love of ECF’s mission. “Our deepest appreciation and heartfelt 
thanks to The Fukumaki and Walker Families – they are at the heart of the ECF family,” 
says Scott Bowling, ECF President & CEO.

“Join us for a day away from the daily grind that’s good 
for the heart, the soul and ECF.”  —James Walker  



5350 Machado Road
Culver City, CA 90230
Tel: 310.204.3300
     ECF.net

facebook.com/ConnectwithECF                              twitter.com/ConnectwithECF                           linkedin.com/company/ConnectwithECF

SAVE THESE DATES

For more information, contact  Lisa Kelly at (310) 773-9437 or LKelly@ECF.net

Tuesday, May 16

Angels Appreciation Luncheon 
Join Suzanne Kayne, Founder of the Kayne Eras Center Angels, for an afternoon to benefit students with 
special needs. 

Friday, June 9

Kayne Eras School Graduation 
Join us in celebrating the accomplishments of our high school seniors graduating from the Kayne Eras 
School, along with 15 students who have successfully participated in our pre-vocational training program.

Thursday, June 15

3rd Annual Business Partner Recognition Luncheon 
All ECF Business Partners are invited to attend and be recognized for their commitment to do well by doing good.

Tuesday, June 27

Exceptional Building Open House 
Tour ECF’s new service site in the City of Inglewood, where our Westside Art Centers Program is 
co-located with employment programs that create Pathways to Employment for adults with special needs.

Friday, September 15

35th “First Ever” ECF Golf Benefit 
Join us for a fun afternoon of golf, followed by a hearty BBQ dinner and awards ceremony. See page 7 for 
details. Registration is open – sign up today at ECF.net/Golf


