
An Exceptional Story

Born prematurely with respiratory disease and fluid on his brain that caused him
developmental delays, Jonathan had a tough start.

While his parents loved getting to know their new son, they could see in his first few months
that Jonathan struggled to connect and engage with the world around him - he didn't reach
for toys, or move about as newborns typically do.

Learning that Jonathan needed specialized therapies to develop fundamental skills, his
parents were referred to ECF by the South Central L.A. Regional Center. When they visited
ECF's Early Start Program, they were impressed to see the staff helping children with all
types of special needs to develop their strength and abilities. But Jonathan's parents couldn't
help wondering if the same would be possible for their son, who was not strong enough to
come to the center.

ECF offered a reassuring plan: a team of specialists would visit Jonathan's home on a regular
basis, where he would receive dedicated service in a familiar setting. Jonathan's team
included a child development specialist, an occupational therapist and a case manager, who
after only eight months were able to introduce Jonathan and his parents to a new world -
one in which he could sit on his own, play with toys and crawl.

Jonathan was finally ready to attend classes at the Early Start center. Now his parents enjoy
watching how excited Jonathan gets to go to "school" each morning so he can practice
walking, talking, and clapping along to songs with his new friends. Jonathan's team is
pleased that they exceeded his parents' expectations, and that they are helping Jonathan
enjoy and explore his ever-expanding world.

http://www.ecf.net/
https://sclarc.org/
https://www.ecf.net/young-children/
https://www.ecf.net/young-children/home-based/
https://www.ecf.net/young-children/center-based/
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