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Improving the lives of people with special needs since 1946

Passing the Gavel
For only the second time since ECF was established
in 1946, the ECF Board has elected a woman as
Chairperson of the Board. Shelley I. Smith, Esq., a
member of the ECF Board of Directors and Chair
of the Board’s Investment Committee for five years,
became the Chairperson on July 1. With more than
30 years as a lawyer dedicated to public service, Shelley
is passionate about advocating for individuals with
special needs and developmental disabilities.

L-R: Leiboquan Mohammed, Dr. Jason Bolton (ECF Vice President
of Children and Family Programs), and Tyrell Noel at ceremony.

Salutatorian Michael Guido thanked his two
brothers for encouraging him to study.
L-R: Ralph Walter, D. Phil. (ECF Immediate Past Board Chairperson and current
ECF Board Assistant Treasurer), Shelley I. Smith, Esq. (ECF Board Chairperson),
and Scott Bowling, Psy.D. (ECF President and CEO).

A graduate of the UCLA Law School, the
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School, and
UCLA’s Anderson School of Management, Shelley
worked for the LA City Attorney’s Office from 19742009, and also co-founded the LA City Attorneys
Association. As Chair and a member of the Board
for the LA City Employees Retirement System, she
designed and implemented corporate governance and
innovative investment programs; and also worked on
the LA Deferred Compensation Board in a variety
of capacities between 1988 and 2010. Currently, she
is the President and General Counsel for GrayShell
Consulting, a consultancy offering strategic advisory
services and training to institutional investors with a
focus on fiduciary education, corporate governance,
and emerging investment strategies.
Shelley is thrilled to begin ECF’s new fiscal year
and the 2014-2017 Strategic Plan cycle in her new
leadership role.

Valedictorian Juan Chairez told fellow
grads to “work hard because it pays off.”

Imani Brewer shared a smile with her family.

KEC Class of 2014
Thirteen ECF Kayne Eras School students earned their high school
diplomas on May 30, and have embarked on the next chapter in their lives.
Eight graduates transitioned to two-year or four-year colleges, and one is
attending a trade school. Three joined one of ECF’s adult programs or a
transitional program, and one entered the workforce directly.
“With small class sizes, individualized attention, and the support of highly
trained special education teachers, ECF is committed to reaching and teaching
each and every student who enters our doors. The graduation ceremony was
a tribute to the hard work achieved by both students and faculty,” explained
Scott Bowling, ECF President and CEO.
“We don’t graduate followers, we graduate leaders. Our students never give
up – and that’s the true definition of success. 90% had perfect attendance,
which speaks to their desire to learn and participate in their school
community,” explained Dwight Counsel, Director of School Programs.
Graduates from the Class of 2014 are attending El Camino College, West
LA College, LA Trade Technical College, Harbor City College, East LA City
College, and the Art Institute of California – Los Angeles.
Congratulations to all KEC graduates!

THANK YOU for making an impact. We reached our goal of
$600,000. See page 3 for details about the Annual Campaign.
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President’s Message
Transition to New Fiscal Year
On behalf of the entire ECF family, I’d like to extend my thanks to Ralph
Walter for his leadership as Chairman of the Board during the past two years.
Ralph’s leadership resulted in many changes that will positively impact the
future direction of ECF. With a new fiscal year beginning on July 1, I’d like to
introduce and welcome Shelley Smith as the new Chairperson of our Board of
Directors. I’ve had the pleasure of working with Shelley during the last five years while she’s served on the
Board and many committees, and I’m looking forward to Shelley’s vast experience and expertise to lead
ECF in the coming year. (See page 1 for more about Shelley’s background.)
Our 2014 Annual Campaign concluded with much success. Thanks to you, our donors and supporters,
we met our goal of raising $600,000. Due to your generosity, we are able to continue to provide the
highest quality of services for young children, students, and adults so that they can focus on what they
can achieve academically, socially, and emotionally. At ECF, we never forget that it’s our relationship with
our clients that matters most, and your support makes our work possible. Thank you!
With the tremendous growth and development over the past several years in Culver City, the market
value of our headquarters building has increased significantly. This has resulted in an opportunity
to leverage our assets to best meet the growing and emerging needs of our clients. Capitalizing on
this opportunity, over the summer, ECF sold our headquarters building. The sale proceeds will help
strengthen ECF’s financial position and will be used to purchase more efficient administrative and
program sites and grow our endowment, among other things. We will provide updates as we find,
purchase, and move into our new locations. We are excited about the opportunities that this presents.
Strategic Planning
Building on the momentum of another successfully implemented Strategic Plan (2011-2014) in which
19 of 23 objectives were substantially met by June 30, 2014, ECF has set out to drive results in three key
areas over the next three years (July 1, 2014–June 30, 2017) with the following goals:
1. Continue providing our unique lifespan continuum of services and increase the number of program
participants engaged in integrated settings.
2. Increase ECF’s participation and influence in the community.
3. Strengthen our financial position to meet the changing and emerging needs of the communities we serve.
If you would like to read the 2014-2017 Strategic Plan, I invite you to visit our website at www.ECF.net.
I look forward to sharing our successes in meeting the new plan’s goals with you.
Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO
www.linkedin.com/in/ScottBowlingPsyD

New ECF Board Member
ECF welcomes Steven P. Beltran to our Board of Directors. Steve brings his expertise and a passion for our
mission to the ECF family, and we thank him for his commitment to serve.
Steve is a senior partner of Beltran, Beltran, Smith & MacKenzie, LLP. He has over 37 years of experience
in personal injury, tort litigation, special needs trust planning and litigation, and mental health proceedings.
He is past President and member of the Board of Directors of the Frank D. Lanterman Regional Center for the
Developmentally Disabled, and also a member of the LA County Mexican American Bar Association. Steve is
married and has three children – and one daughter was a student at the ECF Kayne Eras School and is currently a
participant in ECF’s Art Center program.
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Thank You from ECF
Welcoming New Supporters
ECF is grateful to our many supporters
in the philanthropic sector who share our
commitment to maximize choices and
opportunities for children and adults with
special needs – and whose generosity makes
our services possible.
Thanks to a generous donation from our
new funder, Women Helping Youth, the
Computer Lab at the Kayne Eras School is
getting a much-needed upgrade. Utilized
by approximately 200 K-12 students per
year, the revitalized Computer Lab will
now house PCs with touch screens, iPads,
and software selected specifically for its
effectiveness in helping students with
special needs. More about this gift appears
on page 4.
With Gratitude for Loyal Supporters
ECF is also grateful for generous and
continuous support from the Brotman
Foundation of California, Capital
Group Companies, the John W. Carson
Foundation, Ella Fitzgerald Charitable
Fund, Looking Beyond, and Southern
California Edison.
Thank you to Aidan’s Red Envelope
Foundation for their grant to purchase
SMART boards for two Kayne Eras
School classrooms.
Many thanks to the Carrie Estelle
Doheny Foundation, which continued its

support of our Developmental
Activity Center community
outings program for adults
with developmental
disabilities and also provided
funding for our Supported
Employment Program,
which works with businesses
by placing adults with
developmental disabilities in
jobs in the community.
We extend special thanks
to the Eisner Foundation
for continued support of the
Back row L-R: Dwight Counsel (ECF Director of School Programs), Lisa Mitchell (ECF
Director of Foundation and Corporate Giving), Nancy Leung (Founder of Aidan’s Red
educational and therapeutic
Envelope Foundation), and a student at ECF Kayne Eras School.
programs of the Kayne Eras
Center. This grant helps bridge the gap
between school district funding and the
costs of the highly specialized services
we provide to students whose disabilities
require highly individualized special
education.
We are honored to have the support of
The Green Foundation, whose grant will be
used to provide a wide array of enrichment
activities for students at the Kayne Eras
School – including performing and visual
arts, technology education, athletics, and
community service.
We also extend our deep appreciation
to SHARE, Inc., a long-time supporter of
ECF, for their most recent gift in support
of our Early Start Program – adding to a
decades-long legacy of support for services
for young children with developmental
disabilities or delays and their families.

L-R: Allen Terrell (ECF Director of Art Center Program) and Lisa
Mitchell (ECF Director of Foundation and Corporate Giving) with
Mark Olson (Regional Manager, Local Public Affairs, Southern
California Edison). ECF thanks SCE for its generous gift to purchase
a lithograph print press for ECF’s Art Centers.

Annual Campaign Update
ECF’s 2014 Annual Campaign was a tremendous success,
concluding on June 30 with the end of our fiscal year. We met our
goal of raising $600,000 because of generous donors like you! Thank
you for embracing our theme, Clear Your Mind of Can’t, and
showing that you CAN make a difference.
Your support allows ECF to continue to provide quality services to
thousands of young children, students, and adults with special needs
so that they CAN succeed. Individuals like Xitlali, Clyde, and Crystal, whose stories we shared during the campaign, are examples of
how ECF makes a difference each and every day.
Since the beginning of the campaign: Xitlali graduated from our Early Start program and is interacting, playing, and communicating
with friends at her new school; Clyde is on track to graduate from ECF’s Kayne Eras School this year and has a part-time job that puts
him on the path to attain his goal to become an entrepreneur; and Crystal continues to assume more responsibilities in her job at
ECF’s PAR Business Services.
Again, thank you for your generous support.
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A Makeover for Kayne Eras School Computer Lab
During the grant selection
process, members of Women
Helping Youth visited the Kayne
Eras School. In the course of the
visit, they met Toya, a 10th grade
student, and were so impressed by
her story that once they decided to
award ECF a grant, they invited
Toya to speak at their grant award
luncheon.
At the event, Toya addressed the
large group and spoke about her
L-R: Toya, Dwight Counsel (ECF Director of School Programs), and three Cotransformation. She explained,
Founders of WHY: Debbie Schermer, Moira Tenzer, and Jill Weintraub.
“When I talk about Taquoya,
that’s in the past. Taquoya was my old
ECF Kayne Eras School students
name. She was a bad kid and didn’t listen.
returned to school in August to a newly
She didn’t care about school. But today,
updated Computer Lab, thanks to the
I’m Toya, and school is my life.” When
generosity of Women Helping Youth, a
Toya came to the ECF Kayne Eras School
group of 100 women who contribute to
in 8th grade, she exhibited behavioral
a pooled fund and then distribute grants
issues and did not communicate well with
from the fund to philanthropic projects in
others. But her new teachers saw beneath
the community.

Cliff Newman (second from left) with his students.

In Memoriam: Cliff Newman
ECF is saddened by the sudden and unexpected loss of Clifford B. Newman,
a member of the ECF family who passed away in June. Cliff worked at the ECF
Kayne Eras School for more than ten years engaging and helping our students. He
began his career as a One-to-One Aide in 2004, and was promoted several times.
Most recently, Cliff excelled in his work as a member of the Enrichment
program. As part of technology education, Cliff assisted in the computer lab,
where he taught students to express themselves through photography and digital
art projects. He was deeply devoted to supporting the students and other staff
members in every way possible, and his great sense of humor and participation in
school skits and shows brought joy to the entire student body.
Cliff is survived by a large family, including his wife and two children. He is,
and will continue to be, greatly missed by his ECF family.
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her hard shell. They had high expectations
for both her behavior and her academic
performance.
Today, Toya mentors children in the
primary grades at Kayne Eras and is a
dedicated student. She is also a Kayne
Eras ambassador who greets visitors with a
smile and her motto, “Kayne Eras removed
can’t from my vocabulary.”
The upgraded Computer Lab offers
twelve HP desktops, twelve iPads,
one tablet charging cart, two color
printers, and educational software
selected specifically for its effectiveness
in helping students with learning
disabilities to organize their thoughts
and map their ideas.
ECF is grateful to Women Helping
Youth for their vision and support in
recognizing the importance of having
up-to-date equipment available for our
students.

Meet

Emma
“I am the mom of four
daughters, and my
youngest, Emma, is one-year-old. Emma was born 11
weeks premature and has Down syndrome. As part of
ECF’s Early Start program, we participate in the Mommy
and Me program, and even though Emma’s only been in
the program two months, I already see progress. This has
been an incredible experience for our entire family. Many
thanks to ECF.” ~ Christina Osegueda

New Home for Downtown Art Center & DAC Gallery
On May 16, Art Center program
participants, program staff, family
members, Regional Center referring
partners, and guests gathered at the
new Downtown Los Angeles home
of ECF’s Downtown Art Center and
Downtown Art Center (DAC) Gallery.
Set in a large area with high
ceilings, there is ample personal work
space for creativity. There are three
primary disciplines available to artists:
printmaking, painting, and ceramics.
“Each artist explores each medium
and finds a technique that fits his or
her style or interest. The strength of the
artists’ work expresses their profound
ability and downplays any disability
they may have,” explained Allen Terrell,
ECF Director of Art Center program.

L-R: Suzanne Kayne (ECF Board Member and ECF Kayne Eras Center
Angels Founder) learned about the inspiration behind a piece of art
created by Larry Pearsall (ECF Art Center program artist).

L-R: Angie Castro (Assistant Field Deputy for Supervisor
Gloria Molina) presented a proclamation from the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors to Scott Bowling (ECF
President and CEO).

Angie Castro, Assistant Field
Deputy for Supervisor Gloria Molina,
presented a proclamation from the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors
extending congratulations on the
opening of the new ECF Downtown
Art Center (DAC) Gallery.
Artwork by ECF adult artists may
be purchased at the Downtown Art
Gallery and on Amazon. View over
1,000 pieces of truly exceptional
artwork at www.ECFonAmazon.com.

Ribbon cutting ceremony: L-R: Allen Terrell (ECF Director of Art Center Program), Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), Suzanne Kayne
(ECF Board Member and ECF Kayne Eras Center Angels Founder), Karen Ingram (Director of Community Services at the Lanterman
Regional Center), Angie Castro (Assistant Field Deputy for Supervisor Gloria Molina), and Chell Chelliah (ECF Board Member).

Getting with the Program: Computer Coding at Kayne Eras School
The rapid acceleration of technology
has changed the face of everyday life –
how we learn, how we work, and how
we live. For years, computer scientists
have predicted that understanding code
will one day be as essential as reading
and writing. For the younger generation
to succeed, it’s not enough to merely be
consumers of technology. Today’s young
people need to learn how to be creators
of technology.
To this end, we are pleased to report
a new partnership for the ECF Kayne
Eras School with the 20 Million Minds
Foundation, which is committed to

bringing technology to classrooms to
ensure student success. The Foundation
is supporting a year-long pilot coding
program for our Freshman Academy
students transitioning from 8th to 9th
grade. 20 Million Minds Foundation
provided 26 laptops and also brought
another partner into the collaboration,
CodeHS, which provides coding
instructional curriculum.
The newly-created Kayne Eras
Coding Academy introduces students
to basic programming and computer
science principles, and also provides
access to CodeHS’ network of 90

Computer Science graduate students
from Stanford University, who serve as
tutors and provide technical support.
ECF Kayne Eras School is the
first Los Angeles non-public school
(a school certified to provide special
education services) to pilot a coding
academy on-site. Many thanks to
former ECF Board Member Scott
Cooper for introducing us to Dr. Gary
Michelson, Founder of 20 Million
Minds Foundation, and to Dean Florez,
President and CEO of the Foundation.
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PROGRAM NEWS

ADULTS – ART CENTERS/SPECIAL PROJECTS

NEW DENTAL PARTNERSHIP – EARLY START
ECF recently collaborated with the USC
Ostrow School of Dentistry to provide
dental services for young children in our
Early Start program. ECF extends heartfelt
gratitude to Maryjane Puffer of the LA
Trust for introducing us to Christine
Edwards, Ph.D., of USC Ostrow School
of Dentistry.
“When children have special needs,
live in neighborhoods where there are
limited resources, where families have
undue burdens, we know that schoolbased oral health programs can save lives,”
explained Maryjane Puffer, Executive
Director of LA
Trust for Children’s
Health. “The
LAUSD, the LA
Trust, and dental
partners from the
Ostrow School of
Dentistry of USC
Children’s Health
and Maintenance
Program (CHAMP)
have piloted a
universal screening and fluoride varnish
program to save children’s health. I
applaud ECF and the Ostrow School of
Dentistry on their collaboration.”
“We’re excited to announce this amazing
partnership whereby USC dentists will
provide dental care to the young children
with autism and other special needs in
our Early Start program. In addition, we
thank Steve Jordan, ECF Board Member,
for introducing ECF to Maryjane Puffer,
which led to this incredible opportunity,”
said Dr. Jason Bolton, ECF Vice President
of Children and Family Programs.
CHAMP grew out of the Ostrow
School’s tradition of community
involvement dating back to 1965, when
it opened its first community clinic after
the Watts Riots. The Ostrow School
is determined to reach nearly 50,000
disadvantaged children in Los Angeles
over the next five years – and improve the
quality of life “one smile at a time.”
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Students from ECF Kayne Eras School and the Archer School
for Girls celebrate a year of friendship under the May Pole.

ENRICHMENT – ECF KAYNE ERAS SCHOOL
ECF thanks the Archer School for
Girls for participating in the Best Buddies
program, which creates opportunities for
new friendships, integrated employment,
and leadership development for people
with special needs. This past school year,
students from Kayne Eras met and built
friendships with students at the Archer
School. The students met twice a month
and participated in art projects, board
games, and basketball games. For the final
meeting of the school year, students from
the ECF Kayne Eras School brought two
roses for each Archer School student – and
everyone said something they liked about
being part of the group.

One of the areas of expertise within
the Art Centers program is referred
to as Special Projects. Clients with
developmental disabilities produce art
frames, canvases of all sizes, and other
related items. One recent project came to
fruition due to ECF’s ongoing relationship
with Stone Candles, a local business that
manufactures candles and contracts with
ECF’s PAR Business Services to package its
products. ECF clients built 50 wood display
racks specifically designed for wine and
candles, and these racks have been placed
at five Ralph’s supermarkets in Los Angeles
and Santa Monica. Ten adult clients were
involved in every phase of the project, from
cutting the wood pieces, to assembly, to
stacking and packing.

Based on the program’s success, we look
forward to continuing the program during
the new school year.
ADULTS – SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT
ECF congratulates Ralph Bingener, a
client of ECF’s Supported Employment
program. Ralph was recently recognized by
the Down Syndrome Association of Los
Angeles and received the 2014 SunDown
Voices Award. Each year, the DSALA
recognizes individuals and groups that
have positively influenced the Los Angeles
community. Ralph was recognized for
his work with the Los Angeles Superior
Court, where he has been employed as a
file clerk since 2007.
A previous honoree is Rafer Johnson,
Co-Founder of the Special Olympics
Southern California, Olympic Gold
Medalist, and member of ECF’s Board of
Governors.

An ECF client works on the assembly of wood display racks.

ADULTS – RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
In our mission to provide a continuum
of support services to benefit individuals
with developmental disabilities throughout
their lives, ECF’s services evolve to meet
the needs of clients as they age. A recent
demonstration of this commitment is the
conversion of one of our residential homes
in the San Fernando Valley. The facility is
transitioning to a higher level of care, and as
a result of the conversion, ECF has hired a
full-time registered nurse to be based at the
facility to help meet the medical needs of
our aging clients.

L-R: Dwight Counsel (ECF Director of School Programs), Dr. Howard Murad, and Dr. Jason Bolton (ECF Vice President of
Children and Family Programs).

Dr. Howard Murad shared his insights with students at ECF Kayne
Eras School.

Life and Art Lessons from Dr. Howard Murad
In July, Dr. Howard Murad of Murad, Inc., a friend and supporter of ECF, visited
the ECF Kayne Eras School with his team. He shared his passion for painting with
students of the Freshman Academy (9th graders) and led an interactive art lesson
that quickly engaged the students.
Dr. Howard Murad is a prominent Los Angeles physician who has treated more
than 50,000 patients, developed a successful line of skincare products, created
the Murad Inclusive Health Spa in El Segundo, and has earned an international
reputation as an expert in the aging process.
Dr. Murad recently received the Lifetime Visionary Award at the Aesthetic Show
in Las Vegas, and for all future Aesthetic Award ceremonies, the lifetime achievement
award will be referred to as the “Howard Murad Aesthetic Visionary Award.”
He is also an accomplished professional artist and treats every day as if it were a
canvas to be filled with vibrant colors. His secret for creating successful art is to color
outside the lines, and this concept was enthusiastically embraced by our students.
Dr. Murad shared some of his insights with KEC students including “To be
happy, don’t measure yourself against others;” “Dance even if you don’t hear the
music;” and “Don’t allow your disability to brand you.”
ECF thanks Dr. Murad for sharing his knowledge and passion for art and for
inspiring our students to explore their creativity.

WAYS TO GIVE THIS THANKSGIVING
For many of ECF’s neediest client families, Thanksgiving
will be just another Thursday as parents will be unable
to pay for special holiday meals. But YOU can make a
difference, ensuring that these families enjoy a special
Thanksgiving meal.
All nonperishable items (canned, packaged, or boxed
foods) may be delivered between 7 AM and 4 PM on
any weekday to ECF headquarters at 8740 Washington
Boulevard, Culver City 90232. If you have any questions,
contact Lisa Kelly at 310-845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net.

Dr. Howard Murad enjoyed seeing the finished artwork created by all
ECF Kayne Eras School students.

• Purchase a grocery store gift card (minimum value
$50) to help a family buy food – send to us no later
than November 17.
• Make a donation to ECF at www.ECF.net/thanksgiving
– by November 17 so that we can purchase gift cards
and food.
• Donate nonperishable food items (rice, dried beans,
canned yams, canned applesauce, cornbread mix,
macaroni and cheese) for a family of
4 or more – please drop-off at our
Culver City headquarters no later than
November 17.
Developments
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8740 Washington Boulevard
Culver City, CA 90232
Tel: 310.204.3300
ECF.net

SAVE THESE DATES
September 19 – 32nd Annual “First Ever” Golf Benefit
Los Robles Greens Golf Course in Thousand Oaks
Join us for a fun-filled day of golf, lunch, dinner, a silent auction, and a basket raffle. ECF thanks
Anthem Blue Cross for being our title sponsor. More details at www.ECF.net/golf.

October 30 – 11th Annual Angels Luncheon
Join Suzanne Kayne, ECF Kayne Eras Center Angels founder and ECF Board Member, at this annual
luncheon to benefit students with special needs.

November TBD – Emerging Leaders Winter Spinning Benefit
Join Board Member Steve Jordan as he welcomes young business professionals who want to support
ECF at the SoulCycle fitness studio in Brentwood.

Spring 2015 – Inaugural Business Partners Luncheon
ECF will host a luncheon next spring to honor business partners who support our PAR Business
Services, Supported Employment, and Art Centers. More details will be provided in our next issue.

Summer 2015 – Special Olympics World Games
Los Angeles is hosting the Special Olympics World Games (July 25 - August 2) with the unparalleled
spirit of enthusiasm and teamwork that are trademarks of all Special Olympics events. For more
information, including volunteer opportunities, visit www.la2015.org.

For more information or to be added to our email list, contact Lisa Kelly at (310) 845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net.

facebook.com/ConnectwithECF

twitter.com/ConnectwithECF

pinterest.com/ConnectwithECF

linkedin.com/company/ConnectwithECF

