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Improving the lives of people with special needs since 1946

The Story of Harold   
Because of his learning disabilities and behavioral

challenges, Harold was going down the wrong path when he 
came to ECF’s Kayne Eras Center (KEC) school in 9th grade.

But thanks to the small class sizes and individualized 
attention that he received at KEC, Harold flourished, 
graduating as president of his class. After graduation, ECF’s
Supported Employment Program for adults helped Harold find 
the job of his dreams at one of LA’s most popular restaurants.

“I am one of the happiest people because I can say that my life went upstream from 
being downstream,” says Harold, who is rarely without a smile.

In less than three years, Harold was promoted multiple times. By summer, he expects 
to receive another promotion when he becomes a server.

“Without ECF being there for me, my life would have been very different,” says 
Harold. 

The Story of Miles
All of the prenatal tests indicated that Miles would be

a healthy child. But just minutes after his birth, the doctor 
delivered shocking news. Miles had Down syndrome.

“We didn’t know if he would ever be able to talk or 
understand anything,” recalls Loreni, Miles’ mother. “I pictured 
him as someone who couldn’t do anything. I just didn’t know 
what to expect,” she says.

But after working with ECF’s Early Start Program for more than two years, Miles came 
into his own. His communication and motor skills improved dramatically and he was 
eventually eating and getting dressed on his own. He could even play with other kids at
ECF’s Early Start Preschool.

“I had no idea he was capable of doing so much,” says Loreni. “ECF helped Miles have a 
life.”

The Story of Charmayne 
“If  I stayed at a regular public school, I would have gotten 

kicked out,” says Charmayne.  Fortunately, Charmayne ended up
at ECF’s Kayne Eras Center school and things began to change 
for the girl who previous schools said was “unteachable.”

“My Kayne Eras teachers were on me all the time. They would
tell me, ‘you can do better’,” says Charmayne. 

And she did a lot better because of ECF’s philosophy that every child can and will learn.
Charmayne received the one-on-one attention she needed to succeed as well as counseling, 
tutoring and constant support from her teachers, therapists and principals.

A new high school graduate, this once angry little girl is now a successful young woman
who will be attending college in the fall and eventually going on to law school.

“College wouldn’t even be on my radar if I didn’t go to Kayne Eras.”

Join the Campaign: 
Invest Today. 
Transform for a Lifetime.

Your donation to ECF 
makes a difference.  
Donate by visiting our secure 

Campaign website at ECF2013.net or 

by calling Lisa Kelly at (310) 845-8062. 

Thank you for taking action today.

A child with a developmental disability 
has the same needs as any other child. A
teenage student with learning challenges has
the same dreams of a happy future as any 
other student. An adult with intellectual 
disabilities has the same hope for a better
tomorrow as the rest of us.

Those with special needs just need 
some help finding their way. Our programs
make a lifetime of difference by giving our 
clients the foundation they need for a life of 
meaning and purpose.

But times are challenging. Government 
funding has been reduced significantly and
the need for our services is greater than ever.
Please join our 2013 Campaign and invest 
in ECF. In order to meet our current budget, 
we must raise $600,000 by May 15th.

Every dollar invested in ECF helps 
transform thousands of lives and we must 
ensure that ECF is there for those who 
need us. The Campaign is our primary 
fundraising campaign for 2013. There will 
be no gala event this year.

By giving to The Campaign, you are 
making a commitment to clients like Miles,
Charmayne and Harold — whose stories 
you can read on the right.
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Actor Larry Hagman, ECF’s first Governor

On television, he was revered for being reviled. In real life,
Larry Hagman was a humanitarian, philanthropist and the first 
member of ECF’s Board of Governors. Sadly, Hagman passed 
away from cancer in December at the age of 81.

“Larry was a wonderful human being who cared deeply about
ECF and the people we served,” says Scott Bowling, President and 
CEO of Exceptional Children’s Foundation. “We thank him for
his years of support and we will miss him.”

Hagman is best known for playing the scheming Texas oil
tycoon J.R. Ewing on the television series Dallas and as Barbara s
Eden’s co-star in the 60’s TV show I Dream of Jeannie. Off screen,
the iconic actor was elected to ECF’s Board of Governors in 2000 and served as a Governor until his passing. 
In addition to his work with ECF, Hagman also founded The Larry Hagman Foundation, a nonprofit that
supports and promotes creative arts education for economically disadvantaged children in Dallas, Texas.

Remembering a Good Friend: 

ECF’s First Governor

Invest Today. Transform for a Lifetime.
For the families of children and adults with disabilities, the uncertainty of 

what’s to come is especially daunting. I am proud that for 67 years, ECF has
been a life changing resource for thousands of these families. Our programs
and services are transforming lives and we have ambitious plans for the future.

But the worst economy since the Great Depression has taken its toll on
government coffers. While we continue to see a greater need for our resources, 
the portion of public funding allocated to disability services does not match the need for our high 
quality specialized services.

Join The Campaign For ECF
Your financial support is more important than ever. Your donation helps us bridge the gap between 

public funding and the true costs of operating comprehensive services at 15 sites throughout Los
Angeles County. We must raise $600,000 by May 15th in order to continue providing our services and
programs to the thousands of children, teens and adults who depend on ECF.

Pick any page in this newsletter and you will see just how important your contribution is to ECF. We 
are making progress, and by partnering together, we can continue to transform lives.

I know that I can count on you to join The Campaign. It is your support that makes our work 
possible. On behalf of the entire ECF family, I thank you for your contribution and dedication to the 
clients we serve.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO

President’s Message

ly,

Scott D. BowlinScott D. Bowling, Psy.D
P d d CEOd CEOd
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MISS Foundation’s Kindness Walk
ECF was honored to be chosen 

by the MISS Foundation Los
Angeles Chapter as the recipient of 
the donated shoes collected during 
their annual Kindness Walk. An
international nonprofit, MISS
provides support and resources to
those grieving the loss of a child.
For their local Walk, participants
donated shoes in memory of 
their children which were then
distributed to families in our Early 
Start Program.

Early Start Program Holiday Party
Two days before Christmas,

ECF social worker Karen
Gilman delivered a last-minute
donation of toys to the Lopez 
family, one of the Early Start
Program’s client families.
In the lobby of a subsidized 
apartment building in South
LA, Karen was greeted by Mr.
Lopez. 

“You don’t know how much
your kindness means to us,” he 
said. “This has been the most 
difficult year. Without you,
Maria and I would not have anything for the kids to celebrate the holidays.” 

Then, he broke down and started crying.

Stories like this one illustrate the
impact of ECF’s Holiday Giving 
Campaign, which solicits food, 
toys and clothing to brighten the 
holidays for client families. The 2012 
Campaign brought in over 300 toys
and boxes of clothing and food to 
assist hundreds of clients like the 
Lopez family.

Our Adopt-a-Family Holiday 
Program, which matches donors 
with specific client families with 
the greatest needs, helped 120 
people. And more than 300 children 
received donated toys at our annual
Early Start Holiday Party.

continued on page 7...

Early Start Program Holiday Party

MISS Foundation volunteers collecting shoes for ECF families.

Thank You…
New Funders

ECF is grateful to its public and private 
funders, whose generosity supports our 
programs and transforms the lives of people
with developmental disabilities.

New ECF funders include the American 
Express Foundation, which awarded a grant
for ECF’s Engine House Project, the new 
home of our South Los Angeles Art Center 
Program, and the Vons Foundation, which
provided a grant in support of ECF’s Kayne
Eras Center. 

We are also pleased to reconnect with
the William Randolph Hearst Foundation,
whose grant allows us to provide early 
intervention and support services to young 
children and their families through our 
Early Start Program. 

Loyal Supporters
ECF is also grateful for generous

and continuous support from The Sheri
and Les Biller Family Foundation, the
Brotman Foundation of California, Edison
International, First 5 LA, Audrey and 
Sydney Irmas Charitable Foundation, 
Milken Family Foundation, The Kenneth T.
and Eileen L. Norris Foundation, Supervisor 
Mark Ridley-Thomas, The John W. Carson
Foundation, Sandpipers, Carl E. Wynn 
Foundation and Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky.

We extend special thanks to the funders 
who provided significant support for ECF’s 
Kayne Eras Center:  The Eisner Foundation, 
The Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation, 
and the Kayne Foundation - Ric and
Suzanne Kayne, Jenni, Maggie and Saree; 
as well as the Green Foundation, whose
grant for the Enrichment Program at KEC
will help students with emotional, learning 
and developmental disabilities nurture
their creative talents and improve their self-
esteem. 

ECF also extends its gratitude to Pamela 
Koslyn, who generously provided pro bono 
legal work to ECF’s Art Center Program.
Ms. Koslyn specializes in entertainment and
business transactions and litigation. She also
served on the Steering Committee for the 
5th Annual Art Center Art Sale fundraising 
event.

Early Start family celebrates with ECF
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It may be called the “First Ever” Golf 
Benefit, but ECF’s longest standing fundraising 
event celebrated its 30th anniversary in
September. The tournament was held at 
Malibu Golf Club and raised $56,000 to 
support services for children and adults with
special needs.

Former ECF board member Dale 
Fukamaki launched the event in 1982. He 
and his wife, Toni, became involved with ECF 
in the 1970s, when their children Terri and
Darrel volunteered for ECF as a high school
community service project. After Dale’s death 
in 1999 and Toni’s in 2011, the family decided
to continue the tournament in memory of their
parents and to honor them for all of their years
of helping people with disabilities. 

“There aren’t many events like this that 
have been able to survive for this long,” said 
Terri Fukamaki-Walker, who co-chairs the 
tournament with husband and ECF board 
member James Walker. “Our track record 
speaks volumes and lets people know that ECF 
continues to provide valuable services to people 
in our community.”

The event featured a golf tournament, 
a raffle and silent auction, and BBQ dinner
prepared by Malibu and Vine, Malibu Golf 
Club’s highly regarded restaurant and wine bar. 

Title sponsors were Kitti and David 
Brown and the Walker Family Fund; Grand
Hole-in-One sponsors were Kayne Anderson 
Capital Advisors, LP and Suzanne and Ric
Kayne; lunch sponsors were Mark Flagel,
Latham and Watkins LLP and Shelley and
Grady Smith. Other sponsors included Paul K. 
Zimmerman, Nancy and Leslie Abell, Mike
Ekinaka, Phil Miller, Pacific Mercantile Bank,
Bob Susterich, Heather and David Trzcinski, 
and Tumbleweed Transportation.

The 31st Annual “First Ever” Golf Benefit
is scheduled for Friday, September 27, at 
Malibu Golf Club. See page 8 for more details.

The 30th “First Ever” 
Golf Benefit
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1. L-R: Scott Bowling, ECF’s President and CEO; Terri Fukamaki-Walker, Event Co-Chair; James Walker, Event Co-Chair and ECF Board Member; and Dr. Robert Shushan, ECF President Emeritus.  
2.  LPGA professional golfer and member of ECF’s Board of Governors Danielle Ammaccapane.     3. Shelley Smith, ECF Board Member and her husband Grady Smith.   
4.  Adam Walker, grandson of event founder Dale Fukamaki.     5. L-R: Steve Honigsfeld, Alan Fradkin, Kitti Brown and David Brown.     6. Volunteers Gabrielle Ruelas, Humana and Aaron Janicek, Mattel, Inc.
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1.  Suzanne Kayne, Angels Founder and ECF Board Member; Vickee Holtz, Kayne Eras Center mom; and Jocelyn Tetel, ECF Board Member
2.  Suzanne Kayne and Elizabeth Tito   3.  Suzanne Kayne; Scott Bowling, ECF’s President & CEO; and Anne Palmer, Event host
4.   L-R: Merle Mullin, Phyllis Easton and Pamela Buffett   5.  L-R: Renvy Pittman, Cindy Broder, Pamela Buffett and Miriam Muscarolas.
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Vickee Holtz remembers the time when 
a call from her son Bobby’s school always 
meant bad news. 

Challenged by significant learning 
delays, Bobby experienced nothing but failure
in his traditional public school, where the 
staff was unequipped to deal with his special 
needs. Frustrated by his inability to succeed, 
Bobby acted out angrily toward staff and
classmates.

“It was becoming more and more 
hopeless,” said Vickee. “Things had gotten
so bad that we were offered funding for
a non-public school.” After carefully 
researching their options, they chose the ECF 
Kayne Eras Center.

Vickee shared her son’s story at the 2012
Angels Appreciation Luncheon for the Kayne
Eras Center Angels, whose annual donations 
support the programs and services that help
Bobby and thousands of other K-12 students
with special needs. Started in 2004 by former 
KEC and current ECF board member 
Suzanne Kayne, this group of philanthropic 
women has raised over $600,000 over the
years.

The luncheon was hosted at the
home of Anne Palmer on November 6th.
Also attending the event was Paul Blank, 
managing director for strategic planning and 
public affairs at Kayne Anderson Capital 
Advisors, who spoke briefly on the electoral 
process in acknowledgment of the date’s 
significance - Election Day.

As a result of the individualized 
education and therapeutic services provided
by the Kayne Eras Center, Bobby is finally 
succeeding. “Now he really looks forward to 
going to school,” Vickee told the audience.
“His attitude, self-esteem and confidence
have improved dramatically.”

Kayne Eras Angels 
Support Students
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Program Updates

An ECF client bonds with a Paws 4 Healing puppy.

Early Start
ECF’s Early Start Arleta Program was recognized by California Assemblyman

Felipe Fuentes for its participation in the “Back to School Family Resource Fair” at
El Cariso Park in Sylmar. The Early Start staff showed parents how they can screen
their kids for developmental delays and what to do if they suspect their child needs 
help. The event also included free health screenings and advice for local social services
agencies and family safety tips and demonstrations. 

The Assemblyman for the 39th District presented Early Start Arleta with an
official Certificate of Recognition for ECF’s “commitment on meeting the health 
and safety needs of the families in the San Fernando Valley.” ECF was one of only 
two disability organizations invited to attend the fair.

Kayne Eras Center
The Kayne Eras Center (KEC) received a highly prestigious accreditation from

the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) – one of six regional
accrediting associations in the country. To receive WASC accreditation, schools
must meet rigorous standards and be deemed an effective school with a clear 
understanding of its purpose.

Of the 75 non-public schools in Los Angeles County, KEC is one of only 17 to
receive the WASC accreditation.

The WASC review committee praised KEC for its “school-wide culture of mutualThe WASC review committee p
respect and communication between the students, the faculty and administration” 
and for being a “positive learning environment that supports students.”

Developmental Activity Center
ECF’s Developmental Activity Center

(DAC) is going to the dogs. Twice a month,
volunteers from Paws 4 Healing bring canine
companions to DAC for a special visit with 
ECF clients. The clients have a chance to pet
the cuddly critters while bonding with some 
new furry friends. It’s also an opportunity to
learn how to better interact with animals. 

But it’s more than just a lot of fun; it’s also 
therapeutic. Studies show that spending time 
with animals provides a sense of well being,
promotes nurturing and socialization, and 
helps improve cognition, trust, memory, self-
esteem, problem solving, and concentration.

Paws 4 Healing has been partnering with
ECF for over 11 years and the visits remain 
a client favorite after more than a decade. 
You just have to look at all the smiles andYou just have to k at all the smiles an
wagging tails to know that it’s a special timels to ow that it’s a special t
for everyone and every dog involved.everyone and very dog involv

Supported Employment 
Program

Five ECF clients are now 
working five days a week at 
Santa Monica Acura and
Volvo thanks to a new job 
placement provided by ECF’s 
Supported Employment
Program.

The ECF clients detail the
new cars coming onto the lot
and help clean the vehicles of 
the customers coming in for
service. ECF clients are a vital
part of the customer service 
experience.

“This is a great placement. We were originally hoping that the dealership would
hire three ECF clients but they wanted to do more and gave five of our consumers a 
chance to earn a paycheck,” says Tommy Grimes, ECF Job Developer.s, ECF Job Devee to heck,  says Tomm

Two of the ECF clients will receive job coaching for a month to help them ching for a month toof th p theclients will receive jo
acclimate to the new job. The other three consumers share a permanent on-site job sumers share a permaacclimate to nt on-site job w job. The other three

ch who will help them on a daily basis for as long as they stay working at thas long as they stay wocoach who w ing at thep them on a daily basis
lershdealership.

A Supported Employment Program client keeps the cars clean at Santa Monica Acura and Volvo.
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ECF Mission
The mission of Exceptional Children’s 
Foundation is to provide the highest 
quality services for children and 
adults who are challenged with 
developmental, learning and emotional 
disabilities – empowering them to 
reach their greatest potential.

In addition to the generous individuals 
and families that contribute to the 
Campaign, the following corporations, 
foundations and community groups 
partnered with us to bring much
holiday joy to our clients:  Mattel, 
Inc., Northrop Grumman, Sierra/
Affinity, Lowe Enterprises, SHARE,
Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, 
The Building Owners and Managers 
Association, Greater Faith Missionary 
Baptist Church, Girl Scout Troop 9361,
parents and students of Turning Point
School, and Allen, Matkins, Leck,
Gamble and Mallory, LLP., former LA
Councilmember  now Congressman
Tony Cardenas and the International 
Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 
13 donated Thanksgiving food baskets
for 25 families. And, as part of a team-
building exercise conducted by Quixote 
Consulting, a group of Boeing employees 
built and donated 10 bicycles to siblings of 
Early Start clients. 

continued from page 3...

Update on Potential Merger
Early last year ECF began exploring 

an opportunity to merge with The Jeffrey 
Foundation. Following a comprehensive
legal due diligence review this past fall,
ECF’s Board of Directors determined that
it was not in ECF’s best interest to pursue
this merger opportunity. We appreciate
the time and energy invested by our friends
and colleagues of The Jeffrey Foundation to 
engage in this important vetting process.

Art Center Program
San Pedro Art Center– The San Pedro Art Center now has a permanent home. 

After years of leasing space in the South Bay, ECF purchased and renovated a new 
fully-equipped art studio on 1125 South Gaffey Street in San Pedro.

At a community open house in October, local residents, businesses and elected 
officials had the opportunity to tour the new center, meet ECF’s resident artists
and teaching staff and purchase a variety of ECF client art pieces. Los Angeles City 
Council Member Joe Buscaino, who represents the 15th District, attended the open 
house as did Harbor Regional Center Executive Director Patricia Del Monico, who 
spoke during a brief program about the importance of the Art Center.

Downtown Art Center and Gallery – In November, the Art Center Program n November, the A Prog
held its annual fundraiser at ECF’s Downtown Art Center and Gallery. More thannual ndraiser at ECF’s Dow wn Art Center and G Mor
250 art lovers and ECF supporters spent the evening browsing the unique paintings,50 art lovers a ECF supporters spent e evening browsing the e paintings,
sculptures and assorted art pieces that were created by 150 ECF client artists. By tculptures and orted art pieces that w created by 150 ECF cl tists. By the 
end of the show, 167 art pieces had been sold, raising nearly $12,000.end of the show 67 art pieces had been d, raising nearly $12,0

L-R: Pat DelMonico, Executive Director, Harbor Regional Center; Scott Bowling, ECF’s President & CEO; and Allen Terrell, ECF Art Center Program Director.

LA Councilman Joe Buscaino joins ECF staff and ECF Art Center clients and their families in celebrating the opening of the San Pedro Art Center.
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8740 Washington Boulevard
Culver City, CA 90232

Ph: 310.204.3300
Fx: 310.845.8001
info@ecf.net
www.ECF.net

Save-the-Date
July 25 – Young Leaders Event in Santa Monica 
Sept 28 – 31st Annual “First Ever” Golf Benefit
For more information, please contact Lisa Kelly at 310/845-8062 
or lkelly@ecf.net.

1. Fred Alavi, ECF Board Member with Steve Jordan, ECF Board 
Member and Chair Young Leaders.     2.  Lenise Soren with one of her
silent auction donations.     3. TV’s Million Dollar Listing’s Madison 
Hildebrand with Steve Jordan.     4.  L-R: Lisa Harrison, Heidi Hertel,
Ari Greenberg, Andrea Greenberg and Greg Hodes.

ECF’s 2012 Young Leaders event
was held in October at Skybar at the 
Mondrian Hotel. Young business 
professionals gathered at the popular
night spot to network while enjoying 
signature cocktails and bidding for 
items in a silent auction. John Hall, 
author of Am I Still Autistic?, delivered 
the keynote speech about his struggles
with autism and his eventual success as 
a CEO.  Fitness professional, celebrity 
trainer, and new ECF Board Member 
Steve Jordan hosted the event for
professionals between 25 and 40 years
old. The evening raised nearly $7,000 for
ECF.

The next Young Leaders Event,
sponsored by Kevin DeBre of the law 
firm of Stubbs, Alderton and Markiles, 
LLP will be held July 25th on the 3rd
Street Promenade in Santa Monica.

Young Leaders 
of ECF
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