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Improving the lives of people with special needs since 1946

We rely on our partnership with you to ensure that clients continue to receive 
our specialized services that enable them to reach their greatest potential.

  In order to meet ECF’s $24 million annual operating budget, we must 
raise $2.4 million from private philanthropy to fill the gap between the 
public sector funding we receive for the delivery of our services and the costs 
of operating our programs. Each year our fundraising plan includes activities 
that solicit support from foundations and corporations, as well as individuals 
and special events. Our annual Gala event is a critical component of this 
plan, with this year’s event having a net goal of $750,000.

  We were prepared to ask you to support the upcoming 2012 Gala; 
however, when our gala honoree stepped down due to family medical 
concerns, we had to cancel the event. As you can imagine, this unfortunate 
development created a new challenge to our fundraising efforts.

  Therefore, instead of asking you to support ECF’s 2012 Gala we are 
asking you to support this special Call to Action designed to replace the 
$750,000 that the gala was budgeted to raise for the current fiscal year, 
which ends June 30, 2012.

  Your support is crucial for ECF to continue serving communities 
throughout Los Angeles.

  Please be as generous as possible and consider the highest gift that you can 
give. We ask that your gift reflect what you would have contributed for the 
Gala – or more if possible! (Two individual tickets would have been $1,000, 
and table sponsorship support ranged from $5,000 to $50,000.)

  We need your help to ensure that ECF can continue to provide the 
continuum of care for children and adults that families have relied on since 
1946. Your commitment to our clients is the most meaningful expression of 
your interest and care for those in need.

  Thank you for taking action today and making a difference in the lives of 
children and adults with special needs.

This past fall, Suzanne Kayne and Robin Broidy 
generously co-hosted the 7th Annual Angels 
Appreciation Luncheon, raising over $82,000 to 
benefit the children who receive special education 
services at the ECF Kayne Eras Center.

 ECF board member Suzanne Kayne 
established the Angels in 2004, bringing together 
philanthropic-minded women that are committed 
to making a difference in the lives of children with 
special needs. The mission of the group is to raise 
awareness about the need for special education 
and to raise funds to support the specialized 
educational and therapeutic services provided at 
the ECF Kayne Eras Center (KEC).

 Robin welcomed Angels to her home in Beverly 
Hills where they enjoyed a presentation by Andrea 
Kayne Kaufman, Department Chair, College of 
Education at DePaul University. Andrea has been 
working with a team from DePaul on a two-phase 
study with KEC as the focal point. 

 The study, “Efficacy and the Value of 
Investing in Schools,” analyzed data from KEC, 
demonstrating how special education interventions 
have a positive impact on children’s academic 
progress and achievements. The study found 
that KEC’s individualized instruction plans and 
careful, frequent monitoring of student progress, 
coupled with therapeutic services and enrichment 

Continued and more photos on page 5.

Angels Soar 

Special Call to Action 

To donate, call Lisa at 
310/845-8062, or visit our 
website to make secure 
online donations: 
www.ECF.net.

(L-R) Suzanne Kayne (Board of Directors, ECF & Founder, KEC Angels), Scott Bowling 
(President & CEO, ECF) and Professor Andrea Kayne Kaufman of DePaul University enjoy the 
reception preceding the annual Angels Appreciation Luncheon.
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The “First Ever” Golf Benefit 
Celebrates 30 Years!
Dale and Toni Fukamaki became involved with ECF in the early 
1970s. A philanthropic couple who owned a manufacturing company, 
Dale and Toni committed themselves to ECF and to improving the 
lives of people with disabilities.

 On September 28, ECF will celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the tremendously  
successful fund raising event that Dale and Toni started in order to fulfill their passion for 
giving back to the community.   Please see page 8 for event details.

Continuation of Progress - Thanks to Decades of Help From Our 
Friends
 The year 1946, like so many before and after, was a year heavily punctuated 
with challenges, particularly for parents whose children were born with develop-
mental and learning disabilities. At that time, there were no significant support 
services for children with special needs, and no special education programs avail-
able in Los Angeles County.  

 But as we’re seeing today, tough and unsettling times have a way of giving birth to unprecedented 
developments, as was the case that year when a determined band of parents formed Exceptional 
Children’s Foundation (ECF) – Los Angeles’ first day care and training program for children living 
with developmental disabilities.  

 Those parents’ message of hope rippled throughout the county and ECF captured the imagination of 
all who believed “exceptional” children deserved to be given the opportunities to live, work and enjoy all 
that life has to offer.

Fast forward 66 years – 
 Today, ECF’s family of support is larger and more diverse than ever! In this issue of Developments, 
we offer you a glimpse of how people throughout Los Angeles are stepping up to create extraordinary 
outcomes at ECF. We are also inviting all of our friends and supporters to participate in a “Special Call 
to Action,” designed to ensure the continuation of progress on behalf of those with special needs.

 We are so very grateful to our “Angels,” ECF’s “First Ever” family, and the support of our new and 
loyal funders. As a result of this growing sphere of influence, ECF is offering among the most  
comprehensive continuum of programs in the country, improving and transforming the lives of more 
than 2,400 children, youths and adults a year. 

 On behalf of the entire ECF family, we appreciate your support which makes our work possible.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President & CEO

President’s Message

The “First Ever” Golf Benefit continues today in memory of Dale 
Fukamaki (Tournament Founder & former Board of Directors President, 
ECF) and his wife, Toni. 
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Having a child or family member with 
special needs challenges any family, but for 
many ECF client families that challenge is 
compounded by financial needs. The most 
difficult time of the year for these families 
can be the holidays, when their daily stress 
and struggle contrasts sharply with the 
joyful spirit of the season.

 To help alleviate some of this stress, 
ECF offers assistance through special 
holiday support that is made possible by 
generous contributions from individuals, 
local businesses and civic organizations.

 Early Start Thanksgiving: More 
than 160 clients and family members 
enjoyed a community dinner or received 
a food basket this year for Thanksgiving. 
Many thanks to Los Angeles City 
Councilperson Tony Cardenas, the 
International Longshoreman Workers 
Union Local 13 and the Hard Rock Café 
for their generosity and support!

 Early Start Toys and Parties: Over 30 
individuals and businesses stepped up and 
made a tremendous difference in the lives 
of 500 clients, siblings and their parents 
this past holiday season. Toys, clothing, 
diapers and food were donated, collected 
or funded for distribution during family Continued on page 4.

ECF Mission
The mission of Exceptional Children’s Foundation is to provide the highest quality services 
for children and adults who are challenged with developmental, learning and emotional 
disabilities – empowering them to reach their greatest potential.

Spirit of the Holidays

holiday parties at Early Start Program 
sites in West Adams and Arleta. Everyone 
enjoyed the celebrations that included 
lunch, games and a visit with Santa, who 
distributed toys to all the children.

  These annual parties also benefit the 
families in other ways. “Many of the 
families in our home-based program 
can be quite isolated and their children 
don’t have many opportunities to play 
with other children,” said Lori Sivlazian, 
Program Manager for the Arleta site. 
“The party gives them a chance to interact 
with other kids and engage in a variety 
of activities. Other families are just 
grateful to have a festive lunch together, 
as economic hardships often don’t allow 
them to create such meals at home.” 

 Some donors choose to sponsor 
individual families. This past holiday 
season, Early Start staff coordinated 
Adopt-A-Family sponsorships by matching 
eight of our neediest client families with 
donors and arranging the purchase or 
donation of gifts of food, clothing and 
other necessities based on each family’s 
needs. Thanks to everyone who helped our 
youngest clients and their families enjoy a 
happy holiday!

Thank You…
New Funders
ECF is grateful for its family of public 
and private supporters, whose partnership 
empowers individuals with disabilities 
to live fully and achieve their greatest 
potential. The newest member of 
our funding family is The Humana 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm of 
Humana, Inc., a Fortune 100 company 
that offers health insurance in the U.S. 
and has a customer base of 11.5 million. 
We also extend a special thank you to 
ECF board member Jocelyn Tetel, who 
introduced The Humana Foundation to 
ECF and facilitated this new partnership.

Loyal Supporters
We thank the following funders for 
their generous and continued support of 
our work: S. Mark Taper Foundation, 
U.S. Bank, Carl E. Wynn Foundation, 
The Audrey & Sydney Irmas Charitable 
Foundation, First 5 LA, SHARE, Inc., 
The Riordan Foundation, Harry Bronson 
& Edith R. Knapp Foundation, Edison 
International, Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, 
Annenberg Foundation, Weingart 
Foundation and The John W. Carson 
Foundation.

 We extend our deep appreciation to 
The Carl & Roberta Deutsch Foundation 
for increasing their grant funding this 
year for the Early Start Program; and 
to The Sheri and Les Biller Family 
Foundation for providing 10 years of 
continued support for the ECF Kayne 
Eras Center.

Early Start kids with Santa.

Early Start clients and staff member.

(L-R) Edward Quinlan (Market President Southern California, Humana) and 
Giovanna Francia (Executive Assistant, Humana) present Scott Bowling 
(President & CEO, ECF) with a donation to support core operations.
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Continued from page 3: Spirit of the Holidays.

Miriam Mazow Findley  
We are deeply 
appreciative 
of each and 
every donor 
that supports 
our work that 
improves the 
quality of life 
of children and 
adults with 
disabilities. 
We know how 

fortunate we are to include such strong 
supporters as part of the ECF family. 

 We are pleased to share the story of 
a special donor whose lifelong passion 
for helping children, coupled with her 
philanthropic focus on children with 
special needs, greatly benefited the infants 
and toddlers served in our Early Start 
Program.

 Raised and educated in Texas, Miriam 
Mazow Findley began her journey of 
helping children when she served in 
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) 
following her graduation from the 
University of Texas in Austin. Miriam 
spent a year organizing an after-school 
tutoring program in a city housing project 
in Columbus, Ohio.

 Over the next 20 years she taught at 
an inner-city middle school in Houston, 
worked as the director of an after-school 

tutoring program in Virginia, got married 
to David Findley, received her Master’s 
Degree in Social Work  from UCLA, and 
worked as a social worker at the United 
Cerebral Palsy Association of LA and at 
Glendale Adventist Medical Center.

 In 1988, after the birth of her 
fourth child, Miriam went on to social 
work positions with Jewish Family 
and Children’s Services in Northern 
California, the City of Santa Clara and 
Moorpark Clinic of Valley Medical 
Center in San Jose. She also found time 
to attain her licensure as a clinical social 
worker (LCSW). Further, Miriam was 
an active member and volunteer of her 
community, serving 
as a founding member 
of Congregation Etz 
Chayim in Palo Alto. 
Clearly, she was deeply 
committed to helping 
others.

 Sadly, Miriam 
passed away almost 
two years ago. 
However, her devotion 
to her work, her 
compassion for those 
in need and her love 
for her family are 
some of her many 
wonderful qualities 

 ECF Kayne Eras Center: Continuing a cherished tradition, students in grades 
K-12 enjoyed the opportunity to select gifts from donated toys, books, games and other 
age-appropriate items, often representing the only holiday gift they may receive. Many 
thanks to Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Fund, Mattel, Inc., and BOMA (Building Owners and 
Managers Association) who made this possible!

 PAR Services:  The holidays are not just for children – the adults who participate in our 
Work Activity/PAR Services and Developmental Activities Programs also enjoyed holiday 
parties with food and gifts, all facilitated with the help of more than 30 client families. Thank 
you to our terrific client families!

 ECF’s holiday giving initiatives are great opportunities to involve families, friends, 
coworkers and others in helping brighten the holidays for our client families. Watch for 
details on how you can participate in our Fall 2012 newsletter.

that will be remembered for a long time. 
Miriam is survived by her husband of over 
40 years, David, and her children Daniel, 
Aaron (Judith), Rachel (Daniel Plotnick) 
and Michael and her grandchildren Alana, 
Jonathan, Andrew, Lily, and Anne.  

 ECF is greatly appreciative that Miriam 
and her family included the Early Start 
Program as a beneficiary of the Miriam 
Findley Charitable Trust.

 If you would like information on 
including ECF in your estate plans, please 
contact Debbi Winter, VP of Development 
and External Relations at 310/845-8050 or 
dwinter@ecf.net. 

Donor Profile

Adult program participant at holiday party.

ECF KEC student preparing for school holiday performance.

Miriam and her family in 2010.
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Continued from page 1.

To donate to ECF, call Lisa at 
310/845-8062, or visit our 
website for easy and secure 
online donations:  www.ECF.net

programs (e.g. music, art, 
theater, computer lab, team 
sports and community 
service) are highly effective 
in engaging and teaching 
children who have significant 
barriers to learning as a 
result of learning disabilities, 
autism, bipolar disorder, 
attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder, depression, obsessive 
compulsive disorder and/or anxiety. Further, the DePaul team 
reported that their findings demonstrated that KEC students 
outperform their peers at surrounding schools in language arts 
and math. 

  Many thanks to our Angels for their dedication that truly 
makes a difference in helping each student at KEC succeed 
academically, at home and in the community.

 The 2012 Angels Appreciation Luncheon will be held in 
the fall. For information on becoming an Angel, please contact 
Lisa at 310/845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net. 

(L-R) Jocelyn Tetel (Board of Directors, ECF) and Lauren King, with host Robin Broidy Shelley Smith (Board of Directors, ECF) and Rosa Sinnott, two long time supporters of the Angels.

(L-R) Professor Andrea Kayne Kaufman of DePaul University and Sara Nichols.

(L-R) Luncheon host Robin Broidy and Nancy Aossey.

Suzanne Kayne (Board of Directors, ECF & Founder, 
Angels) welcomes guests to the luncheon.

46365 ECF_R1.indd   5 4/11/12   7:28 PM



Developments

Art Center Program
We are very excited to announce that both of our new Art Center Projects are 
moving forward: the purchase of property in the West Adams District of South LA 
and in San Pedro to establish two new permanent service locations for existing ECF 
Art Center program sites.

 South LA – Escrow has closed and renovations on the former LAFD Engine 
House No. 18 are underway. ECF is most grateful to the Annenberg Foundation 
for its $1,000,000 grant to support the project. One of the few remaining firehouses 
from the days of the horse and carriage, Engine House No. 18 is an LA Historic-
Cultural Monument. ECF plans to preserve the historic charm of the exterior while 
transforming the interior into a vibrant art space for adults with disabilities. The 
new space will also be available for local artists, community members and groups to 
use for meetings, workshops and art exhibits. 

 San Pedro – Renovations on our new facility in San Pedro are in the process of completion. The Gaffey Street location is just a few 
blocks from our current leased space, but offers considerably more square footage and is wheelchair-accessible. We look forward to soon 
being able to welcome individuals who use wheelchairs, or have limited mobility, to participate in the San Pedro Art Center Program.

 Art Center Program participants at both sites will be able to utilize professional art training and studio facilities, along with services 
that include independent living skills, counseling, and behavior management. Look for announcements on the Grand Opening of both 
sites in the coming year.

Early Start Program
We are pleased to announce that ECF’s Early Start West 
Adams site received the 2011 Vendor Excellence Award 
from South Central Los Angeles Regional Center. The 
award recognizes ECF for demonstrating outstanding 
leadership in the care and support of persons diagnosed 
with developmental disabilities. ECF received the award 
for its excellent parent support services provided through 
the Early Start Program.

 Early Start addresses the health conditions of children 
with developmental disabilities early in their lives. Services 
improve family functioning and increase the developmen-
tal progress of infants and toddlers up to age three. In order 
to achieve these goals, there is a strong need to support 
the parents and increase their abilities to cope with their 
children’s conditions. Through the provision of early thera-
peutic intervention services, home visits, parent education, 
and Mommy & Me classes, ECF supports parents and alle-
viates family stress.  

 One parent recently wrote of her appreciation: 

Program Updates!  

“I am happy and grateful to be part of this program. 
Early Start helped my son become more independent, 
communicate better and socialize with other children. 
As a mother of a child with autism, I received so much 
support from you--especially from the resource center 
and the social worker, who provides a lot of helpful 
information. The staff are always kind and they always 
have time for us.”

Work Activity and Developmental Activity Centers
 Through the California Department of Transportation’s Elderly and 
Disabled Specialized Transit Program, ECF received funding to purchase 
two 9-passenger buses and a 5-passenger van to transport adult clients to 
and from program sites, as well as to community outings.

 These vehicles, which replace older vans that have significant wear 
and tear and maintenance problems due to years of service, will greatly 
enhance our ability to provide quality, door-to-door transportation 
services for our clients. New buses with wheelchair lift equipment will 
allow for smoother transition times from the clients’ homes to ECF 
programs, and back again. 

 ECF is pleased to provide clients with this customized transportation, 
greatly increasing access to community-based services for adults with 
developmental disabilities.  

LAFD Engine House No. 18 circa 1906.

Developmental Activity Program clients enjoy community outings to parks, museums and restaurants, courtesy of new vehicles 
secured through a California Department of Transportation grant.
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Client Success Story
Like many of the children who come to the ECF Kayne Eras Center (KEC), Clifford 
arrived with an array of challenges. Born to a drug-addicted mother, Clifford struggled 
with impaired speech, developmental disabilities and violent behavior throughout his 
childhood.

 When Clifford started at KEC in 8th grade, his academic skills were well below his 
age level. Non-verbal as a toddler, he now stuttered severely, making his speech nearly 
incomprehensible. However, Clifford excelled at art, especially in drawing cartoon 
characters.

 As part of his Individualized Education Plan (a customized academic plan designed to 

identify and address each student’s barriers 
to learning), Clifford worked with a 
KEC speech therapist and learned how to 
manage his stuttering. His teachers helped 
him strengthen his reading comprehension 
skills, and in art classes offered through 
the Enrichment Program at the school, he 
practiced and improved his drawing.

 Clifford’s graduation from KEC in 
2011 marked the end of one chapter 
with ECF and the beginning of another. 
Like every KEC high school student, 
Clifford had a transition plan, developed 
in partnership with his school counselors. 
His skills and interest in drawing made 
him a perfect fit for the ECF Art Center 
Program, which provides full-day 
programming taught by professional art 
instructors and offers a full array of artistic 
media including watercolor, oil, ceramics 
and pen and ink drawing. Clifford attends 
the Art Center Program daily. Sitting 
recently at a worktable covered with sheets 
full of his drawings, he commented that, 
“the program is kinda great.”

 Thanks to ECF’s continuum of 
services for children and adults with 
developmental disabilities, Clifford has 
made a seamless transition from child/
adolescent services to an adult program 
that is designed to continue expanding his 
abilities and providing opportunities for 
him to grow and express himself through 
the art he loves.  

ECF Kayne Eras Center          

As spring approaches, so does news of 
college acceptances among Kayne Eras 
seniors. One of our seniors has already 
received acceptance letters from five 
colleges including Tuskegee University. 
Others have been offered enrollment at 
California State Polytechnic University, 

Pomona; California State University, 
Dominguez Hills; California State 
University, Fullerton; California State 
University, Northridge; Johnson C. 
Smith University; Miles College; Morris 
College; Paine College (Georgia); Paul 
Quinn College; and San Francisco State 
University. Four students are on their 
way to community colleges (West LA 
and Santa Monica) and two will be tran-
sitioning directly into the work force. 
Not everyone has made their final deci-
sions yet, but we know everyone will be 
well prepared to succeed in their future 
endeavors. Congratulations to our  
graduating seniors on all their hard work!

 In athletics news, KEC’s football 

team, the Bulldogs, was undefeated this 
season—leading the North Division and 
then winning the AMASE (Association 
for Movement Activities in Special 
Education) League Championship! Go 
Bulldogs!

 Many thanks for the hard work of 
City of Culver City representatives and 
members of the ECF Board of Directors 
to ensure the completion of the new KEC 
parking lot. Located directly across the 
street from KEC, the 38 new parking 
spaces will be easily accessible for ECF 
staff and guests. Further, the new lot will 
offer safe parking for school busses and 
vans when they are not in use.

Clifford enjoys improving his drawing skills through daily art instruction at the Art Center Program.
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The “First Ever” Golf Benefit Celebrates 30 Years!
Dale and Toni Fukamaki became involved 
with ECF in the early 1970s. A philanthropic 
couple who owned a manufacturing company, Dale and Toni committed 
themselves to ECF and to improving the lives of people with disabilities.
  In 1982, Dale created the “First Ever” Golf Tournament to benefit ECF. 
He joined ECF’s Board of Directors in 1987 and served as its President from 
1988-92, and he spearheaded the annual golf tournament until his death 
in 1999. Toni and her children carried on the tradition until she passed 
away in 2011. Today her children continue to support the work that was so 
important to their parents.
  “We are proud and honored to carry on their legacy of giving back 
to the community and helping empower people with disabilities to reach 
their greatest potential,” said Dale and Toni’s daughter Terri Fukamaki-

Walker, who co-chairs the tournament with her husband, ECF board member James Walker.
 This year, on September 28, ECF will celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the “First Ever” Golf Benefit at Malibu Golf Course. 
 Please join us for the tournament, which will include a morning golf clinic, play on a beautiful course in the rolling hills 
of Malibu, dinner served in an outdoor wine tasting patio, and raffle prizes that range from golf packages and weekend 
getaways to wine baskets. Individual golf entries are $175, and sponsorship opportunities range from $1,000 to $10,000. For 
more information call 310/845-8062 or visit www.ECF.net.

The “First Ever” Golf Benefit has always been a family affair; Dale and Toni’s children and 
extended family continue the tradition today.

Save the Date:  September 28, 2012
30th Anniversary “First Ever” Golf Benefit
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