
On March 8th, with 500 people in atten-
dance at the Beverly Hills Hotel, ECF 
held its 65th Anniversary Gala. Event 
co-chairs Suzanne Kayne and Nancy 
Abell welcomed new friends and loyal 
supporters to a special evening with the 
theme of Celebrating Leadership. 

Bob Eckert, chairman and CEO of 
Mattel, was present-
ed with ECF’s 
2011 Community 
Leadership Award 
in recognition of his 
leadership and ongo-
ing commitment to 
shaping the development of generations 
of children, inspiring creativity and 
innovation, and for demonstrating what 
is possible through a world of play.

“It is an incredible honor for Bob to be 
recognized by such an outstanding and 
worthwhile organization,” said Deidre 
Lind, executive director of Mattel’s 
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philanthropy programs. “His caring and 
compassionate leadership drives Mattel’s 
continued focus on positively impacting 
children around the world, and allows 
us to fulfill our philanthropic mission 
of making a meaningful difference, one 
child at a time.”

ECF was also pleased to acknowledge 
and honor the 35 dedi-
cated and talented men 
and women who served 
in the top leadership 
position of the agency’s 
Board of Directors over 
the past 65 years. Ten 

of these individuals participated in the 
evening’s festivities. Further, in honor of 
their dedication and effective leadership, 
Special Legacy Awards were presented to 
Barbara Cull, ECF Kayne Eras Center 
Founder and Dr. Robert D. Shushan, ECF 
President Emeritus and its first CEO.

Guests were treated to a magical 
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29th Annual “First Ever” 

ECF Golf Benefit
See page 8 for details 

experience as they entered the world of a 
toy box, with the hotel ballroom trans-
formed by colors, lights, shapes, move-
ment and toys – generously designed and 
installed by Mattel’s creative team. Chris 
Schauble, anchor and reporter for KNBC 
News, served as the evening’s Master of 
Ceremonies. And, Kevin Cronin and Dave 
Amato of REO Speedwagon performed 
a phenomenal musical set that had guests 
singing and dancing in the aisles. 

ECF staff and Board members are 
deeply appreciative to everyone who 
supported the Gala and contributed to 
the success of raising over $1.2 million. 
Heartfelt thanks are also offered to the 
following individuals who truly went 
above and beyond to make the event the 
success it was:  Suzanne Kayne, Nancy 
Abell, Deidre Lind, Greg Richardson, and 
the ECF and Mattel staff volunteers.

ECF Celebrates 65th Anniversary
Bob Eckert of Mattel Honored and $1.2 Million Raised

Save-the-Date

L-R: Scott Bowling (President & CEO, ECF), Suzanne Kayne (Gala Co-Chair & Board of Directors, ECF), Bob Eckert (Chairman & CEO, Mattel) and Phil Miller 
(Board of Directors, ECF)

L-R: Deidre Lind (Executive Director, Mattel Philanthropy Programs & Mattel 
Children’s Foundation) and Nancy Abell (Gala Co-Chair; Partner, Paul, Hastings, 
Janofsky & Walker, LLP)

For more Gala photos, please see pages 4-5. 

“It is an incredible honor for 
Bob to be recognized by such an 
outstanding and worthwhile 
organization.”
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Danielle  Ammacccapane

Danielle instructing clinic at 2010 Fukamaki Golf Benefit

ECF is pleased to welcome Danielle Ammaccapane, former Ladies Professional 
Golf Association (LPGA) professional, to its Board of Governors. 

Following a successful junior career, Danielle won the 1984 Broadmoor 
Invitational and the 1985 U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship. 
She attended Arizona State University, where she won the 1985 NCAA 
Championship and the 1987 Pac-10 Championship. In 1986 she represented the 
United States on the Curtis Cup Team. Danielle played on the LPGA tour for 21 
years and had nine victories with career earnings of $3.6 million. Danielle and her husband Rod are rais-
ing their two children in the South Bay. 

The ECF family looks forward to Danielle’s support with the upcoming 29thAnnual “First Ever” 
ECF Golf Benefit in memory of Dale and Toni Fukamaki.

In today’s challenging environment, attracting, developing and retain-
ing top talent to fulfill an organization’s mission is paramount. ECF 
takes great pride in achieving this in all aspects of its operations, from 
highly qualified and committed community leaders serving on the 
Board of Directors and Board of Governors, to experienced staff with 
expertise in a range of disciplines, and a wide range of supporters who 
understand the need for specialized services designed to assist children and adults with 
disabilities, including elected officials, client families, private funders and individual 
donors. All of these stakeholders come together to form the ECF family. And like any 
family, each person plays a vital role in defining and contributing to the family’s strengths 
and accomplishments. 

What sets ECF apart from many other agencies is that for over 65 years the organiza-
tion’s operating standard has been high expectations - for efficiency, effectiveness and 
competitiveness. These defining attributes are particularly relevant in today’s climate as 
we work with funders and donors to help them best understand how an investment in 
ECF will truly make a difference in preserving the safe and healthy future of thousands of 
people with special needs. 

With a continuum of services to support individuals throughout their lifespan, ECF is 
not just in the business of offering programs to those in need, it is committed to improv-
ing, enhancing and transforming lives – working with clients one at a time, helping them 
each to reach their greatest potential. We have been doing this for the past 65 years and we 
are dedicated to doing it for many decades to come.

Thank you for your continued interest in ECF. I look forward to keeping you apprised 
of how your support contributes to our family’s successes! 

Sincerely,
Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President & CEO

Message from President

Board of Governors Profile – Danielle
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In-kind Gifts Highlights

Thank you to all of our supporters. Your 
partnership empowers children and adults 
with disabilities to live fully and achieve their 
greatest potential. 

To donate to ECF, call Lisa at 310/845-8062, 
or visit our website for easy and secure 
online donations:  www.ECF.net

Scott Bowling (ECF’s President & CEO) with Joni Berry (R) and Gloria Franks (L) at SHARE’s 2010 Award Ceremony

Henrine Love and Maggie Lippon of Northrop Grumman present 
ECF’s Brian Urnovitz with toys for their 2010 Holiday Giving 
Campaign

New Funders
ECF is fortunate to have a wide range of both public and private 
sector funding partners. Some of our newest funders include 
CVS Caremark Community, Walt Disney Company, First 5 
LA, Harry Bronson and Edith R. Knapp Foundation, John 
W. Carson Foundation, Leon Lowenstein Foundation, Levi 
Strauss & Co., Medtronic Foundation, Louis and Harold Price 
Foundation, Rx for Reading, Union Bank, and Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky.

Loyal Supporters
ECF also thanks its continuing funders for their loyal support, 
including: The Eisner Foundation, which recently pledged 
$150,000 to support educational services at the ECF Kayne Eras 
Center; North Los Angeles County Regional Center whose new 
Prevention Plan funding is supporting our new Premature Child 
and Parent Education Program and a new Speech and Language 
Development Parent Education Program; and ECF’s longstand-
ing donor SHARE, Inc., who granted the Early Start Program 
$50,000. The Ladies of SHARE “adopted” ECF in the 1950s, 
beginning an unprecedented commitment of support that has 
continued for over 55 years!

Thank You…

While financial contri-
butions are the oil that 
keep ECF’s engine 
running smoothly, it is 
important to recognize 
how vital in-kind dona-
tions are to the success 
of the organization.

During the holiday 
season, ECF receives 
more in-kind gifts 
than any other time during the year. This generosity provides 
us with the opportunity to offer free personal and household 
items to clients who otherwise do not have the means to secure 
these items for their families. During this past holiday season, 
ECF was grateful to have unparalleled community support 
for the “Adopt-A-Family” Campaign. A range of individu-
als, community groups, business and corporations donated 
toys, clothes, diapers, and food for distribution to hundreds of 
children and their families that participate in our Early Start 
Program. Contributors to the campaign included: Northrop 
Grumman Corporation; ECF board member Rica Leon 
and her husband John Liu; Turning Point School, through 
a student fundraising drive coordinated by Mary Kayne, 
Deborah Richman, Mimi Ryan and Vanessa Perico; and many 
other generous individuals and families.

Another special holiday contribution came from our friends 
at Mattel, Inc. To ensure that every ECF Kayne Eras Center 
student and their siblings received a new toy during the holi-
day season, Mattel delivered 500 toys for distribution at the 
school’s annual holiday party. 

The support received through in-kind donations greatly 
contributes to ECF’s ability to provide quality services – our 
deepest appreciation to these individuals, businesses and 
community groups that support us throughout the year.

ECF Mission
The mission of Exceptional Children’s Foundation is 
to provide the highest quality services for children 
and adults who are challenged with developmen-
tal, learning and emotional disabilities – empow-
ering them to reach their greatest potential.
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1. L-R: Gala Co-Chairs Nancy Abell and Suzanne Kayne    2. Roger and Angela Wacker   3.  Suzanne and Ric Kayne (CEO and Founder Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors, L.P.)   4.  L-R: Stanley Black (Co-founder and President, KB Management; Executive, 
Black Equities Group), Homeyra and Fred Alavi (Executive Vice President, Pacific Mercantile Bancorp;  Board of Directors, ECF), Arthur Kassel (Chief of Law Enforcement Services and Assistant to the Director of the California State Department of Mental 
Health)   5. Jocelyn Tetel (Board of Directors, ECF) and Scott Bowling (President & CEO, ECF)    6.  L-R: John Bendheim (President, Bendheim Enterprises, Inc.), Robin and Elliot Broidy (Founder, Broidy Capital Management)   7.  Bob Eckert and Pat Moore 
(Sr. Meeting Planner, Mattel)   8.  Grady and Shelley Smith (Board of Directors, ECF)   9.  L-R: Scott Bowling (President & CEO, ECF), Rafer Johnson (1960 Decathalon Gold Medalist; Founding Member of the Special Olympics; Board of Governors, ECF), 
Ralph Walter (Sr. Managing Director, Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors, L.P.; Board of Directors, ECF)    10. L-R: Neil Friedman (Former President, Mattel Brands), Bob Eckert (Chairman & CEO, Mattel) and Kathy Eckert, Dr. Andrea Rich (Director, Mattel; 
Former President/CEO of LACMA)
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Thank You to the 
Gala’s Top Sponsors: 
Mattel. Inc.; Suzanne and 
Ric Kayne; The Walt Disney 
Company; Warner Bros.; 
Leslie and Nancy Abell; The 
Ahmanson Foundation; 
Fischmann Family Foundation; 
Richard Merkin, M.D.;  
Nickelodeon/MTV Networks; 
Steve Tisch Family Foundation; 
Toys “R” Us, Inc.; Avery 
Dennison; Ann and Jerry 
Moss; Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 
& Walker LLP; Tahl-Propp 
Operations; and Wachtell, 
Lipton, Rosen & Katz.

11. L-R: Gene Siciliano (Board of Directors, ECF), Karen Delloso, Terri and James Walker (Board of Directors, ECF)   12.  Les (Board of Directors, ECF), Lauren (Board of Directors, ECF) and Nancy Abell (Gala Co-Chair)   13. L-R: Mattel Team: Debbie Dico-
chear, Maurico Garcia, Pat Moore, Michael Warren, Jennifer Gold, Jennifer Mennell, Deidre Lind and Chris Roy   14. Gary Lieberthal (Former Chairman and CEO, Columbia TriStar Television) as Barbie   15. REO Speedwagon   16. L-R: Bob Eckert (Chairman 
& CEO, Mattel), Dean Scarborough (Chairman, President & CEO, Avery Dennison Corporation)  17.  Robert Morse (Actor, Mad Men) presents ECF Community Leadership Award to Bob Eckert (Chairman & CEO, Mattel)   18. Dr. Ken and Camille Feldman, 
Bob and Kathy Eckert   19. George Schaeffer (President & CEO, OPI Products, Inc.), Scott Bowling (President & CEO, ECF), Helen Nethercutt (Chairperson, The Nethercutt Collection)

16

18
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Early Start therapist with client.

Early Start Program
With the rate of babies born prematurely 
and with low birth weight on the rise 
in Los Angeles County, ECF recently 
introduced a Premature Child and Parent 
Education Program at the Early Start site 
located in Arleta. This site provides early 
childhood education and intervention 
services for children and families who 
live in Arleta and the surrounding areas, 
including Pacoima, Panorama City and 
North Hollywood.

The new “preemie” program focuses 
on improving the global development 
of babies aged 0-24 months who were 
born prematurely. It also recognizes that 
the family is critical in helping at-risk 
children reach their greatest potential. 
Therefore, ECF encourages all family 
members, including the child’s caretakers 
and siblings, to actively participate in this 
program. Individualized services address-
ing each child’s developmental needs are 
facilitated by child development special-
ists, speech pathologists, and occupational 
and physical therapists.

Furthermore, ECF recognizes that 
playtime is an important aspect of child-
hood development that encourages 
children to develop motor skills. Thanks 
to funding from Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, ECF’s newly 
renovated playground at the Arleta site is 
providing a stimulating learning and play 
environment for babies in the preemie 
program, and other children aged 0-3 who 
participate in Early Start services.

Program Updates
ECF Kayne Eras Center 
On February 15, 2011, ECF’s Kayne Eras 
Center hosted the community forum 
Bringing Down Barriers to Academic 
Success. Presenters included Andrea 
Kayne Kaufman J.D., Associate Professor 
and Department Chair of Educational 
Leadership at DePaul University, and Dr. 
Sonja de Boer, a Board Certified Behavior 
Analyst. 

Professor Kaufman and Dr. de Boer, 
who are involved in a two-phase study 
conducted by DePaul University, Efficacy 
and the Value of Investing in Schools, 
discussed the importance of using data 
to demonstrate how our special educa-
tion interventions are having a positive 
impact on children’s academic progress 
and achievements. They also shared that 
the results of the study have allowed ECF’s 
Kayne Eras Center to implement a new 
data collection system, which includes 
behavior and vital statistics tracking, as 
well as curriculum-based and enrichment-
based measurement. This new system 
of statistical collection and analysis will 
enable our school to more effectively 
demonstrate and explain the uniqueness 
of its programming and the outcomes that 
benefit each student.

Art Center Program
Two ECF Art Center artists have been 
invited to participate in a prestigious art 
exhibition. Works by Emily Dailo and 
Thomas Sedgwick were selected for an 
international juried exhibition at the John 
F. Kennedy Performing Arts Center in 
Washington, D.C. The exhibition spon-
sored by Very Special Arts, an internation-
al nonprofit organization providing arts 

and education opportunities for people 
with disabilities, will be on display from 
June 3 through June 30. 

ECF is excited to announce the acquisi-
tion of two new sites for its Art Center 
Program—one in South Los Angeles and 
the other in the South Bay.

After engaging in a competitive 
grant process with The Community 
Redevelopment Agency of the City 

of Los Angeles (CRA/LA), ECF was 
awarded the right to purchase the South 
Los Angeles site, which is on the lists of 
Registered Historic Places in Los Angeles 
and Historic-Cultural Monuments in 
South Los Angeles. The site operated as a 
fire station until 1968. The second acquisi-
tion, located in San Pedro, will provide 
a permanent space for ECF’s Art Center 
Program site in the South Bay region.

Both of the new sites will offer Art 
Center Program participants enhanced 
creative space, updated equipment, 
expanded workspaces, showcase areas, and 
state-of-the-art ceramics and printmaking 
departments. ECF’s 
Art Center Program 
has been fostering 
self-expression in 
adults with develop-
mental disabilities 
since 1968. We are 
delighted to have 
these opportunities 
to expand our facili-
ties and provide each 
client with maxi-
mum space to explore 
their creativity. 

L-R: Dr. Sonja de Boer and Andrea Kayne Kaufman, J.D.

 ECF Artist Emily Dailo’s pottery.

Engine House No. 18, future home to one of ECF’s Art Centers.
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ECF Vision
Exceptional Children’s Foundation 
envisions a society in which all people 
with developmental, learning and 
emotional disabilities are valued and 
integrated in educational, social, work 
and residential settings.

Developments

Work Readiness Program
Glenn, who has a mild intellectual disability, is an energetic and ambitious 27 year-old man with 
a great deal of work potential. However, when he first came to ECF’s Work Readiness Program, 
which helps clients explore various career options and assists them in preparing to join the work-
force, he had significant challenges interacting with his peers. He was verbally aggressive and often 
unable to control his anger. Program staff were also challenged by Glenn because he insisted on 
completing tasks his way rather than following instructions, and he was resistant to trying new 
things. When staff corrected him, Glenn often became defensive, sulked or stormed out of training 
sessions.

Over the course of eight months, as he participated in counseling, job preparation classes, and 
volunteer and temporary paid work opportunities, Glenn’s attitude and behavior improved. He 
began to express his feelings appropriately, became less critical of others, and accepted responsibility 
for his actions. With staff support and direction, he learned to effectively deal with stress and vari-
ous challenges. One tool that was particularly effective for Glenn was participating in role-playing 
activities that replicated a range of scenarios he might encounter on the job. Gradually he began 
to understand what he needed to change in order to be best prepared to successfully transition to 
employment.

Following three successful job interviews, Glenn was offered a position at the Cheesecake 
Factory. After one month on the job, Glenn’s ECF job coach is pleased to report that Glenn is 
happy and enjoying his work and his supervisor is satisfied with his job performance.  

Client Success Story

Developmental Activity Center Program
With continued support from the Carrie Estelle Doheny 
Foundation, ECF’s Developmental Activity Center Program 
was able to once again provide 150 clients with the much enjoyed 
community outings component of its programming. 

During 2010, cultural, educational, and historical sites through-
out Los Angeles County were visited, and included: California 
Science Center, Lovera Street, Union Station, Flight Path Learning 
Center, LaBrea Tar Pits, San Gabriel Mission, L.A. County 
Arboretum and Botanical Gardens, The Bradbury Building, 

Aquarium of the Pacific, L.A. County Museum of Art, Echo Park 
Lake, Pershing Square, Third Street Promenade, Korean Bell of 
Friendship, Pacific Asian Museum, Disney Concert Hall, as well 
as trips to beaches, parks and libraries.

Each community outing promotes life and social skills, assists 
clients with developing new interests, offers opportunities for 
outdoor recreation and exercise, and reinforces community inte-
gration and participation.  

Glenn ready for his interview with The Cheesecake Factory.

Developmental Activity Center participants on community outing.
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SAVE THESE DATES
June 3-4 September 23
Culver City ARTWALK and 
Special Preview Exhibit

Works by ECF artists will be featured among Room & 
Board’s contemporary handcrafted furniture displays 
for a special art exhibition in conjunction with the 
Culver City ARTWALK.

The show opens with a reception from 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm on Friday, June 3, as a prelude to the Culver 
City ARTWALK, June 4 from 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
ECF artwork will be on display both days, and both 
events are open to the public.  

Room & Board, an exclusive furniture design store, 
is located at 8707 Washington Boulevard in Culver 
City in the Helms Bakery complex, across the street 
from ECF’s headquarters.

29th Annual 
“First Ever” ECF Golf Benefit
In memory of Dale and Toni Fukamaki  

Former ECF Board 
Chairman Dale Fukamaki, 
and his family, organized 
and contributed to the 
success of this event for 
decades. Since Dale’s 
passing in 1999, and 
that of his wife, Toni, in 
May of this year, their 
family has continued the 
tradition of giving back 
and supporting those challenged by disabilities. 

Join us at Malibu Country Club on Friday, 
September 23 for a golf clinic in the morning, 
tournament play at noon, and stay for a wonderful 
buffet dinner to toast the winners and try your hand 
at winning exciting raffle prizes.

Support ECF by enjoying a great afternoon on the 
links, and consider sponsorship opportunities that 
will create wonderful visibility for your business. For 
details, call Lisa at 310/845-8062 or visit our website: 
www.ECF.net

ECF artist, Tammy Brackens
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