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Improving the lives of children and adults with special needs since 1946

New Doors are Opening at ECF

L-R: Karen Kato of ECF; Michael Grossman of Pinnacle Construction; Denise Orme of ECF;
Christopher Gherts, Jennifer Haberlin and Connie Spain of Wolcott Architecture Interiors;
Pavlin Buchukov of Genesis LA; Vladimer Espinosa of Pinnacle Construction; Tom DeSimone
and Anthony Saldana of Genesis LA

It’s been a busy and exciting summer at ECF. We moved our
headquarters to co-locate with our Kayne Eras Center in Culver
City, and opened the new Exceptional Building in the City
of Inglewood, which is offering new, enhanced and expanded
programs for adults.
Over the past decade, while we were able to double ECF’s operating
budget and increase service levels by 30%, public and private
funding became increasingly difficult to come by. To strengthen
our financial position, ECF convened a Business Development Task
Force to explore ideas for generating new sources of funding. A key
suggestion made by the Task Force was to leverage ECF’s valuable
real estate assets.

I N G L E WO O D S I T E

Congratulations, Class of 2016!

This year’s high school graduation ceremony at the our
Kayne Eras Center was upbeat and inspiring. Each of the 14
graduating students was welcomed with a standing ovation
from the crowd of guests, which included family members,
teachers and ECF Board Members.
This year’s keynote speaker was Julius English, a reading specialist
with the Los Angeles Unified School District and a tutor at our
Kayne Eras school. He shared his experience of growing up in
the foster care system and being diagnosed with a developmental
disability. At 12 years-old he was placed with a caring, welleducated family who discovered he could not read.
Continued on Page 6...

Recognizing Businesses that
Do Well by Doing Good

After months of careful vetting by ECF leadership, the Board of
Directors made the strategic decision to sell the headquarters site,
which was successfully sold for $22.3 million. Proceeds were used
to (a) pay off short-term debt, two mortgages and operational
obligations, (b) renovate our Kayne Eras Center to become the
new ECF Headquarters, (c) purchase and renovate a new program
service site in the City of Inglewood, and (d) invest in ECF’s
existing endowment, with an annual distribution of 5% of the
interest allocated to support operations.
We will be hosting open house events at ECF's new headquarters
New custom exterior graphics and signage
and the Exceptional Building this fall and hope to see you there.

EXCEPTIONAL

Exceptional Children’s Foundation

Rendering of the exterior of the new Exceptional Building in the City of Inglewood.

L-R: Dave Mulligan of United Aeronautical Corporation; Greg Chapman of
Gallagher Chapman; Scott Tucker, John Tucker and Shannon Sharrock of Faro
International, Inc.

At ECF's 2nd Annual Business Partner Luncheon, we
recognized more than 70 businesses for partnering with us to
provide adults with developmental disabilities opportunities
to join the local workforce, and for contributing to our
continuum of lifespan services. “The business leaders who
Continued on Page 7...
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President’s Message
Dear Friends,

ECF is among the most respected and successful service providers because
we understand the necessary importance of evolving our services and
renewing ourselves to respond to inevitable change. Over the past 70+ years,
ECF has shaped communities and the lives of people served in alert response
to their needs within a regulatory, sociopolitical and funding climate that is
always in flux. Regions throughout Los Angeles County have been touched
by ECF, and the imprint our services make tells extraordinary stories for
generations to come.
As you’ve heard and read by now, we’ve moved on from our 8740 Washington Boulevard location. Our
final days operating from that site evoked a rush of nostalgia. The building was among the first I was
introduced to during my orientation to ECF over 17 years ago. In that 17-year period, the property changed
significantly. There was a remodel in April of 2002 to house our administrative offices, which had the
most visible impact on the building’s design. We later added ECF’s third Art Center, the Nethercutt
Community Participation Program, Work Readiness, and Emily’s Snack Shack. Our friends from Sony
visited one Saturday in 2005 to create the interior and exterior murals and gardens enjoyed ever since by
us all. Generous friends and family members are recognized throughout the building, with each name
bringing a story of contribution and love; yet it’s the building’s name that represents the most indelible
contribution, Robert D. Shushan. During my last days at the building, I was reminded with every admiring
glance of my predecessor’s judgment and vision to buy this real estate in the 1980s that made today’s
renewal opportunities possible.
Now that we’ve moved, we are focusing our efforts on integration – both within our new organizational
structure and within new communities. At ECF’s new headquarters, which accommodates all of ECF’s
administrative functions, we are experiencing the positive outcomes that co-location with our Kayne Eras
School and therapeutic services are offering to our corporate identity. At our new Exceptional Building
in the City of Inglewood, our redesigned work and employment programs and inclusion-enhancing
partnerships are meeting the evolving needs of our adult clients and the local workforce.
With every step we take, big and small, we recall how very fortunate we are to walk among the generations
of dedicated ECF staff, Board Members, program participants, families and friends that came before us.
You have provided us with the strong foundation on which we stand, with confidence to forge new roads
for those we serve.
Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO
www.linkedin.com/in/ScottBowlingPsyD

We've Moved

We’re moving!

ECF Headquarters
At the Kayne Eras Center
5350 Machado Road
Culver City, CA 90230
(310) 204-3300
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Exceptional Building
420 E. Hyde Park Blvd.
Inglewood, CA 90302
(310) 242-4423

ECF closed escrow on this property two
weeks before the Rams football team
announced their return to L.A.! Located
less than two miles from the site of the
Rams’ new stadium, we look forward to
getting to know all of our neighbors.

Thank You to Our Funders
Our thanks to The Ahmanson Foundation for
their generous investment towards the construction
and renovation of ECF’s new Exceptional Building
in the City of Inglewood and the renovation
of ECF’s new headquarters offices in Culver
City. The Ahmanson Foundation has been a
long-time supporter of ECF, and their continued
commitment to our work is deeply appreciated.

We are also grateful to the following
supporters for their recent contributions to
ECF programs, services and operations.
• The Brotman Foundation of California
• Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
• The Charitable Foundation
• The Joanne Marie and Marcel George
Foundation
• The Joseph Drown Foundation
• Looking Beyond Foundation
• Milken Family Foundation
• The Siragusa Foundation
• Variety the Children’s Charity of Southern
California
• William Randolph Hearst Foundation

Did You Know?
•

There are more than 300,000
individuals living with
developmental disabilities in
California who are in need of
assistive services like those
provided by ECF.

•

The number of consumers
utilizing services through
the California Department of
Developmental Services has
increased by more than 50%
during the last 15 years.

•

In Los Angeles County, a
higher percentage of individuals
with autism are being served
compared to other areas of the
state.

L-R: Andrea Arias and Lani Monos of Sony Pictures Entertainment; Scott Bowling of ECF; Janice Pober of
Sony Pictures Entertainment

Memorable Murals
For over a decade, clients and visitors alike enjoyed the naturalistic murals
that decorated our Washington Boulevard site. These murals and the garden
area were created for ECF clients by our good friends and neighbors from
Sony Pictures Entertainment (SPE) on their Global Volunteer Day. We
were honored that Janice Pober, Sr. Vice President of Global Corporate
Responsibility and her team selected ECF as a site to benefit from SPE’s
worldwide initiative. Dozens of volunteers rallied to beautify the property,
painting multiple murals and walls and also creating a demonstration garden.
Clients in ECF’s Westside Art Program drew inspiration from the murals for
their own art, Work Activity Program clients enjoyed the serenely painted walls
and Developmental Activity Center clients learned how to grow flowers and
vegetables in the demonstration garden. Before this site moved to Inglewood,
Janice came by for one final visit of the SPE volunteers’ handiwork with Lani
Monos, Executive Director of Global Corporate Responsibility, and Andrea
Arias, Intern for Global Corporate Responsibility & Government Affairs
for SPE. While we’ll miss the murals and garden we had to leave behind, we
are deeply appreciative to Janice and the Sony team and look forward to new
collaborations with SPE in the future.

Lani Monos of Sony Pictures Entertainment
spots a shark she painted back in 2005
Close-up of mural that decorated the patio
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PROGRAM UPDATES

Kayne Eras Center
Teachers planned and hosted an integrated Summer Olympics Games program for students in summer school. Each class chose a
country to represent throughout the games. In the classroom, teachers discussed the history and culture of their selected country with
students. The students learned about the similarities and the differences of the languages, foods and sports played in each country,
and the meaning of their country’s flag. On the field, they learned the proper techniques of many exercises, including: jumping jacks,
burpees, planks, squats and sit-ups. In the spirit of the official Olympic Games, more than 40 students and staff participated in the
various exercise challenges and supported each other throughout all of the activities.

ECF Resident Wins Award for Her Advocacy
We are proud to announce that Lisa (“Lisi”) Yalowitz, a long-time resident of
ECF’s Keystone home, was honored by the Westside Regional Center with a 2016
“Hero in Me” Award. One of four winners who exemplified this year’s theme of
“In Unity There Is Strength,” Lisi won for her exceptional advocacy of adults, like
her and her housemates, who are living with developmental disabilities.
“Lisi is passionate about everything she does,” says Maryam Hamedaninia,
Program Director of ECF’s Residential Services. “She has grown into a strong
speaker and mentor, and it’s wonderful to see her recognized for it.”
Lisi and her housemates reside in a six-bed home, operated as a Level III
Community Care Facility by ECF, where they receive 24-hour non-medical
support from staff who help them manage daily living tasks like cooking, laundry
and commuting. While she has some challenges with her vision and social skills,
Lisi is a very independent spirit with an even busier schedule. Her primary job is
tutoring students in adult education classes. “It’s a good feeling to see friends learn
something new. When they do, I want to get up and hug them,” says Lisi.

Art Centers Program
Artists from ECF’s Art Centers Program
have received well-deserved mentions in
the media lately. The Los Angeles Times
included them in a story about a couple
who purchased art pieces to decorate their
downtown loft. Also, the Huffington
Post profiled Deveron Richards (pictured
above), a client at ECF’s fine art studio
in San Pedro, upon the occasion of his
first solo show, hosted by the Good Luck
Gallery. Deveron has been an ECF artist for
over 28 years.
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Lisi also serves as a Board Member
for a local nonprofit. For fun,
she enjoys acting. Recently she
combined her advocacy and acting
by starring in a play that explored
the challenges that arise for people
with developmental disabilities when
they are excluded from society. Lisi
hopes her performance, like all of
her work, helps educate people about
individuals with special needs.

“We may have a disability, but that does not mean we don’t
have a lot of other abilities.” Lisi, Keystone Home Resident

Brighten the Holidays for
ECF Client Families
ECF client families face many challenges
supporting their loved one with special needs,
and too often they must do so with a very limited
household income. Help brighten the holiday
season for them by participating in ECF’s Annual
Holiday Giving Campaign. You can make a
difference by choosing to:

MindSpark Lights Up a New Career Path
Last year ECF and MindSpark Technologies, Inc. launched an exciting
new collaboration called the MindSpark Training Academy. The
academy prepares individuals with special needs for a career in the field of
software testing. In less than a year, 19 participants have enrolled in the
new program. Each received 140 hours of technical training along with
valuable, transferrable training in work readiness and communication
skills, such as how to interview for a job and how to discuss issues in a
team setting.
Participants have found the program stimulating and rewarding.
“MindSpark has really made a positive contribution to my life. Before I
came here, I was really struggling to figure out what to do career-wise.
I felt that the jobs I had didn’t allow me to use my full potential for
the most part. Now that I’m here at MindSpark, I’m able to do work
that allows me to make more complete use of my computer and writing
skills when I test software. I’m very thankful for this opportunity,” says
Matthew, a recent trainee.
Where are Matthew and his fellow trainees now? Fourteen participants
graduated and were offered three-month apprenticeships at MindSpark
Technologies, Inc. Six of them have been offered full or part-time
employment as software testing analysts, and another six are on track to
become analysts.

•

Adopt a family in need. You’ll be matched
with a family from ECF’s Early Start Program
for children ages 0-3 with developmental
delays, and receive a list of recommended
presents to shop for that they’re sure to enjoy.

•

Host a gift or food drive. Enlist your
co-workers, students or organization members
to collect gifts or non-perishable food.

•

Let us do the shopping for you. Contribute a
cash gift and we’ll buy presents for clients with
the greatest needs.

Visit ECF.net/HolidayGiving to donate online,
or contact Lisa Kelly at LKelly@ECF.net to let us
know how you prefer to participate.
Please give for Thanksgiving by November 18
and for Christmas and Hanukah by December 9.
Thank you for sharing your holiday spirit!

The Westside Regional Center vendorized the MindSpark Training
Academy this year, which means they will be referring clients to the
program and subsidizing those who choose to participate. We appreciate
their support, and plan to expand our partnership with MindSpark
Technologies, Inc. We look forward to increasing the number of
participants we can help prepare for and pursue this pathway to a
well-paid career in technology.
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They focused on teaching him, and challenged him to graduate
from high school and eventually from college. Since then, he
has enjoyed professional ventures in sports and radio in addition
to teaching. His message to our students, “Don’t let your past
determine your future.”
Next, class valedictorian, Vernell, gave a charismatic singing
performance that had everyone dancing. But when Vernell
took the stage to give his acceptance address, a maturity
beyond his years was evident. He shared his story of suffering
a brain aneurysm and undergoing several operations as a child.
Homebound and isolated, he gained weight and began to
withdraw. Then he came to our Kayne Eras School, where he was
surrounded by caring teachers, counselors, and students living
with similar challenges. He thanked all of them for helping him
develop the confidence needed to overcome depression.
Director of School Programs, Dee Brown, surprised students
and families alike by announcing that all of the graduates were
being awarded $200 scholarships sponsored by the school. From
the Class of 2016, 12 graduates have gone on to trade schools and
community colleges, one is enrolled in an ECF adult program and
one is working in a new job.

"Our teachers never give up on students like
me who want to learn," Malcolm, Class of 2016
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L-R: Julius English of LAUSD and Dee Brown
of ECF

...Continued From Page 1

partner with ECF know that investing in
people with different abilities makes their
business more competitive. It’s our pleasure
to collaborate with so many businesses that
do well by doing good,” said Scott Bowling,
ECF President and CEO.
Guests who attended the luncheon at
Killer Shrimp Restaurant in Marina del
Rey represented a wide range of local
industries. Three of the businesses were
presented with awards for their exceptional
partnerships this year.

1

United Aeronautical Corporation received
an award for partnering with ECF’s
Supported Employment Program, hiring
adults with developmental disabilities
as archivists at the company’s global
headquarters in North Hollywood. Faro
International, Inc. was acknowledged
for helping expand the capacity of ECF’s
PAR Program, which engages adults with
autism, Down syndrome and brain injuries
in fulfilling packaging and assembly
orders for business clients. The third
award recipient was insurance services
firm Gallagher Chapman, honored for
consistently and proactively contributing
risk management expertise and financial
support to ECF.

2

ECF clients Edward Lew and Jacqueline
Gonzales helped present awards to the
United Aeronautical Corporation and
Faro International, Inc. for helping ECF
create opportunities to develop their skills
and earn a paycheck.

6

3

4
5

7

8

1. Will Basel* of Lenox Advisors, Inc.; Ivan Rosenberg of Uniquely Abled Project; Gene Siciliano* of Western Management Associates; Scott Cooper* of Pegasus Squire; David Mulligan of United Aeronautical
Corporation 2. Faye Shaw and Shawna Umi of the California Department of Rehabilitation 3. Jill McCollough and Bonnie Tseng of U.S. Bank 4. Daniel Stone (far right) and Krystal Kyne (second from right) of Stone
Candles/Light 4 Life Cause with ECF staff and clients 5. Pam Artley, Serena Frank, Celia Rodriguez and Alicia Salcedo of the Alcoa Foundation 6. John Tucker of Faro International, Inc. with Glen Ferrand and Jason
Kelso, both of Merrill Lynch 7. Scott Bowling of ECF; Fred Alavi* of EH National Bank; Russell Ching, Esq.* 8. Brian Larson of ECF; Jan Swinton and Scott Rubke of Glendale Community College; Ivan Rosenberg of
Uniquely Abled Project, Ernie Merlan of Exceptional Minds *ECF Board Member
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5350 Machado Road
Culver City, CA 90230
Tel: 310.204.3300
ECF.net

ECF’s Planned Giving Program, the Heritage Society, provides a vehicle for donors and
their families to include ECF in their estate plans. One of the most important ways that
you may express your personal commitment to the mission and work of ECF is by making
a gift through your will or trust. Your legacy will provide future generations the same
exceptional services provided to our clients today. To learn more, visit www.ECF.net or
contact Maxine Moshay at MMoshay@ECF.net or (310) 773-9435.

SAVE THESE DATES
October 14

34th Annual “First Ever” Golf Benefit

Los Robles Greens Golf Course, Thousand Oaks
Join us “fore” a fun day of golf to benefit ECF programs for children and adults with special needs.
Complete with lunch, BBQ dinner, contests and raffles. Register today at ECF.net/Golf.
November 9

Open House at ECF’s New Headquarters

5350 Machado Road, Culver City
Join us at our Kayne Eras Center to celebrate the co-location of our new administrative offices with our K-12
school, Mental Health services and other student services.
November 16

Open House at the new Exceptional Building

420 E. Hyde Park Boulevard, Inglewood
We’ve opened the doors at our new Inglewood program service site to ECF’s adult clients, and now we’re
opening them to you! Join us for a dedication ceremony and tour the new site.
November 19

One Day / Four Locations Art Sale

Kick off your holidays by shopping any of ECF’s four art studios for gifts that give twice: to both your
recipient and to the artist who created the artwork who earns a portion of the proceeds from your purchase.
Visit ECF.net/ArtSale for sale locations, hours and other details.
For more information, contact Lisa Kelly at (310) 773-9437 or LKelly@ECF.net.
facebook.com/ConnectwithECF

twitter.com/ConnectwithECF

linkedin.com/company/ConnectwithECF

