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Angels Support Students

Holiday Giving Campaign Delivered Big Smiles
 ECF thanks all donors who shared their holiday spirit by generously providing food, toys, books, and other gifts for many of 
ECF’s clients and families this past holiday season. Several individual donors adopted client families and purchased gifts from wish 
lists provided by children and their parents. Cash donations also helped ECF purchase gifts for programs where they were needed 
most. We especially wish to thank:

 When ECF Kayne Eras student Elijah shared his story 
at the Angels Appreciation Luncheon on October 30 at the 
home of Jamie McCourt, our Angels saw firsthand how the 
Kayne Eras School transforms the lives of children facing 
difficult and overwhelming challenges.
 Founded in 2001 by ECF Board Member Suzanne Kayne, 
the Kayne Eras Angels are a group of philanthropic women who 
support specialized educational and therapeutic services for K-12 
students with special needs. An annual luncheon is held to honor 
and thank the Angels for their generous support.
 At this year’s event, Elijah, a bright, incredibly articulate 
and engaging 15-year-old student, shared how the Kayne Eras 
School has made an impact on his life. Thanks to teachers and 
therapists who worked with him one-on-one, Elijah earned 
good grades, participated in sports, and excelled in theatrical 
productions. After he graduates from high school, he plans to 
attend acting school in New York or teach music and art in 
high school.

L-R: Suzanne Kayne (ECF Board Member and Founder of ECF Kayne Eras Center Angels), Jamie 
McCourt, Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), and Shelley Smith (ECF Board Chairperson).

(Continued on page 5)

 Elijah’s life did not always look like this. Born in prison, he 
entered the foster care system as an infant and lived in nearly 
two dozen foster homes. He responded to the instability and 
lack of affection by running away and getting into trouble. 
After being expelled from five schools, he enrolled at the 

e  Allen Matkins
e  Arent Fox Law Firm Los Angeles
e  Baby 2 Baby
e  Building Owners and Managers Association
e  Culver City Senior Center Knitting Club
e  Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
e  Hard Rock Café
e  Hulafrog
e  International Longshore and Warehouse Union 13
e  Kayne Anderson Capital Advisors, L.P.
e  Lowe Enterprises
e  Merle Norman Cosmetics
e  Molina Foundation
e  SHARE, Inc.
e  South Bay Family Tree
e  Spin Master

(More holiday photos continue on page 7)

As part of the holiday 
celebration at the ECF 
Kayne Eras School, 
students visited a school 
room that resembled 
Santa’s workshop due 
to the toys, games, and 
other items donated by 
our generous supporters. 
When it was time 
for two high school 
students, Gabriel (left) and Markell, to enter the room, they bypassed 
the sports, toy, and book areas and zeroed in on the girls’ toy area. They 
asked if they could choose dolls for their sisters because each has a sister 
with cancer, and they wanted their sisters to have a happy holiday.
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Dear Friends,

 In our world, we frequently hear people touting champions, often 
taking the form of coaches, athletes, or sports teams. Defined as the 
“holder of first place” and “one who fights for a cause or defends,” 
I reflect on all the true champions we have at ECF, and of the 
generations of champions we create, thanks to our generous supporters 
and friends.   

  I believe champions are built through consistent, encouraging, and smart actions taken by 
individuals who truly care and believe in actualizing the potential of others. Throughout ECF, 
young children, students and adults take unprecedented steps, sometimes literally, toward life 
experiences made possible because of love and support from our friends.

  I am so very proud of all the ways champions “show up” at ECF, including how:
our children grow,
our students learn, 
our artists create,
jobs are developed, and
life is enhanced.    

  There are over 3,700 individual lives shaped by ECF every year, and the positive ripples 
that happen in our communities thanks to your support are deserving of the loudest applause. 

  Regardless of any scoreboard you may see on the television, I offer to you my standing 
ovation for helping to create ECF’s City of Champions. The impact we are making will 
transcend all seasons. 

  Happiest of new year’s wishes to you, with my deepest thanks.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D.
President and CEO
       www.linkedin.com/in/ScottBowlingPsyD

Creating ECF’s City of Champions

A Visit by Special Olympics

 In December, ECF welcomed members of the Special 
Olympics team: Rafer Johnson, Founding Chair of the 
Special Olympics Southern California (SOSC) and 
Member of the ECF Board of Governors, and Bill Shumard, 
President and CEO of  SOSC. 

 The SOSC is the host organization for the upcoming 
Special Olympics World Games Los Angeles 2015, which 
will be the largest event hosted by Los Angeles since the 
1984 Olympic Games. Over 7,000 athletes with intellectual 
disabilities from more than 170 countries will arrive in Los 
Angeles to compete and inspire everyone with their talent, 
courage, and determination. To learn more and volunteer, 
visit www.la2015.org.

L-R: Rafer Johnson (Founding Chair of Special Olympics Southern California 
and member of ECF Board of Governors), Michael Norton (a client in the ECF 
Art Centers program since 1973 and a one-time Special Olympian), and Bill 
Shumard (President/CEO of Special Olympics Southern California).
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New ECF Board 
Member
ECF welcomes Mary Kayne to 
our Board of Directors. Mary 
brings her creative expertise and 
a passion for our mission. She 
has over 10 years of experience 
in creative program development 
for the television industry at 
Showtime Networks, CBS, and 
Turner Network Television, and 
has a strong history of service 
to the community through her 
involvement with Children’s 
Burn Foundation, Hillcrest 
Country Club, City of Hope, 
and Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Doctors Without Borders). 
Mary and her husband, Stephen, 
are long-time supporters of ECF.

Governor Brown Appoints Scott Bowling

 In September, California Governor Jerry Brown appointed Scott Bowling, 
President and CEO of ECF, to the California Department of Consumer Affairs 
Board of Behavioral Sciences (BBS) for a three-year term.

 The mission of the BBS is to protect Californians by advocating for improved 
mental health services as well as determining and enforcing standards. The BBS 
is the California state regulatory agency responsible for licensing for Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapists, Licensed Clinical Social Workers, Licensed 
Educational Psychologists and Licensed Professional Clinical Counselors. The 
Board also works alongside other mental health agencies to advocate for access 
to mental health services.

 “I am honored by this appointment and thank Governor Brown for his 
support,” said Scott Bowling, “I look forward to working with Kim and all 
members of the BBS to heighten attention to the need for quality mental health 
services and advocating for the highest level of care for all Californians.” 

L-R: Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO) with Kim Madsen, 
Executive Officer of BBS.

Thank You from ECF
 ECF could not provide the quality programs and services that we do without the 
funding of the philanthropic community. On behalf of staff, Board members, and clients 
of ECF, thank you for your support of our work.  

Welcoming New Supporters

 We are delighted to welcome the following new funders to ECF:  the Thelma Pearl 
Howard Foundation, whose grant will help provide art enrichment activities to students 
with special needs at the ECF Kayne Eras School; the Lakers Youth Foundation, 
which also contributed toward Kayne Eras School enrichment activities with a focus 
on adaptive physical education, field trips, outdoor activities, and sports; and The Rite 
Aid  Foundation, which provided a grant in support of our Early Start program serving 
children up to age three with developmental disabilities or delays, along with their 
families. We also want to thank Los Angeles City Councilman Joe Buscaino, whose 
generosity supports ECF’s booth at Crafted, an art marketplace in San Pedro, featuring 
ceramics and prints created by adult artists with developmental disabilities. We are also 
grateful to the Bank of America Charitable Foundation for its generous grant to our 
Supported Employment Program to place adults with developmental disabilities in jobs 
in the community.

Gratitude for Loyal Supporters

 ECF is also grateful for generous and continuous support from The Charitable 
Foundation/Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California Properties (formerly The 
Charitable Foundation of Prudential California Realty), Milken Family Foundation, 
The Louis & Harold Price Foundation, Sandpipers, Lon V. Smith Foundation, The Vons 
Foundation, and Carl E. Wynn Foundation. 

 We extend special thanks for continued support of the ECF Kayne Eras School to 
the Murad Family Foundation, which generously renewed their support of enrichment 
activities at the school; to the Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation, whose grant 
will be used for general support of the programs and activities at the Kayne Eras School; 
and to The Carl & Roberta Deutsch Foundation, which also provided ongoing support 
for the day-to-day operations of the Kayne Eras School. 
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1. L-R: Grady Smith, Terri Fukamaki-Walker (Tournament Co-Chair), Gali Basel, Will Basel (ECF Board Member), Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), Shelley Smith (ECF Board Chairperson), Les Abell (ECF Board Member), and Jason Bolton (ECF 
VP of Children and Family Programs).  2.  L-R: Dan Bonelli (IBM), Pat McDonnell (IBM), Quan Vu (Anthem), Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO), and Joe Altshule (Anthem).  3. Tournament Co-Chairs James Walker and Terri Fukamaki-Walker 
announce winners during the awards dinner. 4. L-R: Darren Ghanayem (VP & CIO, Commercial Business, Anthem) and Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO).  5. L-R: Karen Crisp, Felice Rosen, Lidia Moran, and Carrie Brenner from Kayne Anderson 
Capital Advisors, L.P.  6. L-R: Merle Norman Cosmetics golfers Dean Melnick, Ralph Reiken, and Robin Wilson. 7. L-R: Andrea Thornton, Josh Stacey, Adam Krajchir, Phil Luong (all from UST Global), Terri Fukamaki-Walker (Tournament Co-Chair), and 
Nicollette Tomseth (UST Global).  8. L-R: Les Abell (ECF Board Member), Kathleen Beltran, and Steve Beltran (ECF Board Member).

Golf Benefit Is Fun for All
 In September, 75 golfers hit the links in 
Thousand Oaks to support ECF.
 Terri Fukamaki-Walker began 
volunteering for ECF with her brother 
while in high school in 1973, and as a result, 
introduced ECF to her parents, Dale and 
Toni Fukamaki. In 1982, with support from 
family and friends, Dale created the “First 
Ever” Golf Tournament to benefit ECF, and 
the event has been an annual fundraiser ever 
since. Dale also served as a member of the 
ECF Board of Directors and left an enduring 
mark with his leadership and vision.
 Terry Fukamaki-Walker and her husband 
James Walker, event co-chairs, continue 
her father’s legacy. Our sincere appreciation 
to our many event supporters, including 
Anthem Blue Cross, who generously returned 
as the tournament’s Title Sponsor for a 
second year. Other sponsors included Kitti 
and David Brown, Kingsbury Uniforms; 
Suzanne and Ric Kayne; Terri Fukamaki-
Walker and James Walker; Tumbleweed 
Transportation; UST Global; Paul K. 
Zimmerman; Nancy and Leslie Abell; J.D. 
Gilmour & Co.; Shelley and Grady Smith; 
Southern California Gas; and Heather and 
David Trzcinski.
 Scott Bowling, ECF President and CEO, 
spoke during the evening’s award ceremony: 
“Every year for the past 32 years, this 
gathering has become ECF’s family reunion. 
Like most families, there are the father and 
mother figures that have been with us from 
the beginning, our sibling-like peers who 
we’ve seen grow and develop alongside our 
own changing reflections, and the newcomers 
to the family whose wide-eyed enthusiasm 
and alertness infuse us all with new 
perspectives and energy. It’s encouraging that 
each of these demographics is represented 
again today. Thank you for joining ECF’s 
most historic event.”
 ECF thanks all golfers, sponsors, event 
donors, and volunteers – your support brings 
awareness to ECF and allows us to continue 
to provide the highest quality services to 
young children, students and adults with 
special needs.
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(Continued from page 1)

1. L-R: Elijah (KEC student) and Jamie McCourt.    2. L-R: Jocelyn Tetel (ECF Board Member), Lenore Kayne, and Mary Kayne (ECF Board Member).    3. L-R: Marilynn Moscrip and Patti Neuwirth.   4. L-R: Elijah (KEC student) and Shelley Cooper. 
5. L-R: Ellen Lipson, Carrie Odell, and Nancy Aossey.        6. L-R: Susan Rice, Carolyn Wellisz, and Miriam Muscarolas.  7. L-R: Suzanne Kayne (ECF Board Member and Founder of ECF Kayne Eras Center Angels), Les Abell (ECF Board Member), and 
Helen Nethercutt.  

1

Kayne Eras School at age 10. 
Despite the uncertainty in his 
personal life, he explained, “I 
needed to go to Kayne Eras every 
day because it was the first time I 
felt a sense of stability. Kayne Eras 
gave me a sense of structure and 
self-worth.” 
 Elijah ended his presentation, 
“To the Kayne Eras Angels, I am 
just one story of hundreds. So on 
behalf of myself, my classmates, 
and the entire ECF Kayne Eras 
family, thank you for all you do 
to make our lives better. Your 
generosity has created, and 
continues to help create, a space 
where individuals LIKE ME 
feel safe to become who they are 
meant to be.”
 Our heartfelt thanks to all 
the Angels for their continued 
support to ensure that students 
like Elijah achieve their highest 
academic success. Many thanks 
to Jamie McCourt for hosting a 
truly memorable luncheon. And 
our deep appreciation to Suzanne 
Kayne for her unwavering 
commitment to all the students  
at the Kayne Eras Center.
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PROGRAM NEWS

ECF congratulates Barbara 
Cull, Founder of the Kayne 
Eras Center, on being 
honored by the Association 
of Educational Therapists 
as their 2014 Fellow. 
Barbara is a member of 
ECF’s Board of Governors, 
an Educational Therapist/
Consultant in private practice, and a long-standing 
advocate for children with special needs. We are so proud 
that a member of the ECF family received this prestigious 
recognition.

Congratulations to Barbara Cull

ECF KAYNE ERAS SCHOOL - ENRICHMENT 

 We are pleased that students at the ECF Kayne Eras School 
are able to participate in many enrichment activities. Recently, 
professional dancers from Invertigo Dance Theatre, a Los Angeles-
based company that creates whimsical dance theatre with a strong 
educational component, provided dance lessons for students. 
Both elementary and middle school students enjoyed the music, 
movement, exercise, and pace of the lessons. One student watched 
the activity with awe and decided he would sit on the sidelines, but 
once he saw everyone having such a good time, he joined in and 
immediately loved it.

ECF KAYNE ERAS SCHOOL  - TECHNOLOGY  

 ECF has partnered with MindSpark, Inc., to develop a unique 
training program in software testing for young adults with 
special needs – particularly those on the autism spectrum who 
have an interest in technology and the ability to spot patterns 
and irregularities. The ECF MindSpark Training Academy 
program, now vendored by Westside Regional Center, provides 
an outstanding opportunity for transitional age youth to gain 
skills necessary for real-world employment through an eight-week 
training program.

SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT

 ECF’s Supported Employment program offers greater 
independence for adults with special needs by assisting them to gain 
employment. 

 We are thrilled to announce a new partnership with United 
Aeronautical Corporation (UAC). Located in North Hollywood, 
UAC supplies, overhauls, and manufactures aircraft parts. Three 
ECF clients now work at UAC: two work as document scanning 
clerks, and one provides janitorial assistance. UAC is excited 
to welcome ECF’s three clients as members of their talented 
workforce.

ART CENTER PROGRAM

 ECF’s DAC Gallery became one of a limited number of galleries in 
the U.S. selected to join Fine Art on Amazon in 2013. 

 During a recent advertising industry event that took place in 
New York City, artwork from the Amazon Fine Art program was 
on display at Grand Central Station. One piece of artwork was 
especially noteworthy. “Cat Call” by ECF adult artist Larry Pearsall, 
a client of ECF’s Art Centers program for over 10 years, was included 
in Amazon’s display for two weeks and seen by the 750,000 visitors 
who pass through Grand Central Station every day. ECF thanks 
Linda Kaplan Thaler, Chairman of Publicis Kaplan Thaler, ad 
executive, and Amazon Art Collector, for choosing the piece of art 
and bringing attention to Larry’s art and ECF.

 “This was an incredible opportunity for ECF’s brand, artists, and 
artwork to be featured on a national stage in a historic location. We 
thank Ms. Kaplan Thaler for including ECF in her artwork selection,” 
said Allen Terrell, Director of ECF’s Art Centers program.

 Check out over 2,000 pieces of artwork created by ECF adult 
artists at  www.ECFonAmazon.com - available for purchase in a 
variety of price ranges. 

PAR BUSINESS SERVICES

 ECF’s PAR Services takes great pride in offering high quality and 
competitively-priced packaging and assembly services to local and 
regional businesses. Able to handle both large and small projects, PAR 
has recently seen a 40% increase in commercial contract sales. Two 
large projects include packaging in quantities of the thousands for 
Dottie, a company that manufactures products for electricians and 
plumbers; and packaging loose tea into glass jars and tin cans, labeling, 
and shrink-wrapping in quantities of the thousands for Zhena’s Tea. 

 ECF established a Senior Director of Business Development 
position to work with our talented staff in PAR Services and 
Supported Employment/Career Placement Services. Stepping into 
this key leadership position, Brian Larson began his employment at 
ECF in September, and he will develop partnerships in the business 
community to benefit both our PAR and Supported Employment 
programs. 

“Cat Call” by Larry Pearsall (artist in ECF Art Centers program)
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In Recognition of ECF’s 
Business Partners
Businesses partner with ECF in a variety of ways: by 
providing employment opportunities for adults with 
developmental disabilities; by contracting with our 
PAR Services to meet their packaging and assembly 
needs; and by supporting our operations through 
generous funding initiatives.

To recognize their ongoing commitment to 
partnering with us to strengthen their workforces 
while advancing ECF’s mission, we have established 
a recognition luncheon event.

If you are an ECF business partner, please consider 
joining us on May 19 at Killer Shrimp Restaurant in 
Marina del Rey. For more information, contact Lisa 
Kelly at (310) 845-8062  or lkelly@ecf.net.

 ECF is proud to 
announce that two local 
business partners were 
recently recognized for 
their support of hiring 
adults with developmental 
disabilities: Hawker Pacific 
Aerospace and Lawrence 
Elkind of Hands Services.

Hawker Pacific Aerospace  
    Located near the 
Burbank Airport in Sun 
Valley, Hawker Pacific Aerospace is a leading international maintenance, 
repair, and overhaul provider to the aerospace industry. Following an 
introduction to ECF’s Supported Employment Program, Hawker hired 
nine ECF clients, and based on their success, received the Excellence in 
Employment award from the California Disability Services Association, 
which advocates for individuals with developmental disabilities.

 Hawker CFO Troy Trower said, “Hawker receives a small tax credit for 
hiring individuals from ECF, but it’s insignificant compared to the far greater 
benefit of knowing we are helping these individuals become an active part 
of Hawker and of the community, and most importantly, providing them 
with a sense of accomplishment. The contributions by these individuals have 
led to Hawker’s on-going commitment to hiring adults with developmental 
disabilities.” 

Hands Services   

      Lawrence Elkind 
of Hands Services 
was recognized for his 
support of individuals 
with developmental 
disabilities by the Culver 
City Disability Advisory 
Committee during 
“Disability Awareness 
Month” in October. 

     Lawrence believes in 
inclusive work settings, a 
value consistent with ECF’s 
mission.  For more than 20 
years, he has hired clients 

of ECF’s Supported Employment program, a career placement program for 
adults with special needs and developmental disabilities, and has also hired 
ECF’s PAR Business Services to provide quality assembly and packaging 
services. 

 ECF congratulates Hawker and Lawrence Elkind for their well-deserved 
recognition.

L-R: Debbie Laskey (ECF Director of Marketing and 
Communications); Troy Trower, CFO of Hawker; and Tommy Grimes 
(ECF Job Developer).

L-R: Scott Bowling (ECF President and CEO) and Lawrence 
Elkind (Founder of Hands Services).

(Continued from page 1)
Business Partners Receive Recognition Holiday Smiles

Santa dropped by ECF’s Early Start holiday celebrations.

Siblings met new friends at one of ECF’s Early Start holiday parties.

Friends from ECF’s Developmental Activity Center and PAR Services 
celebrated the holidays.



8740 Washington Boulevard
Culver City, CA 90232
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SAVE THESE DATES

For more information or to be added to our email list, contact  Lisa Kelly at (310) 845-8062 or lkelly@ecf.net.

facebook.com/ConnectwithECF                twitter.com/ConnectwithECF               pinterest.com/ConnectwithECF               linkedin.com/company/ConnectwithECF

May 19, 2015 
ECF Business Partners Recognition Luncheon
Join us as we recognize our business partners who benefit from and support our programs and services. 

July 25-August 2, 2015  
Special Olympics World Games
Los Angeles will host this two-week event with the unparalleled spirit of enthusiasm and  teamwork that 
are trademarks of all Special Olympics events. For more information including volunteer opportunities, 
visit www.la2015.org. 

September 18, 2015  
33rd Annual “First Ever” ECF Golf Benefit
Join the Fukamaki-Walker family and ECF for a fun-filled day of golf, lunch, dinner, a silent auction, and a 
basket raffle at Los Robles Greens Golf Course in Thousand Oaks.

Back Row (L-R): Paul Regulinski, Fred Alavi (ECF Board Member), Steve Jordan (ECF 
Board Member and Fitness Fundraiser event leader), Scott Bowling (ECF President and 
CEO), Ari Greenburg, Josh Diamond, Craig Hunegs, and Chell Chelliah (ECF Board Member). 
Front Row (L-R): Yuki Kimura, Les Abell (ECF Board Member), Meredith McNaughton, 
Will Basel (ECF Board Member), and Jon Liebman. 

Fitness Fundraiser: Cycling for ECF
In November, ECF Board Member Steve Jordan led a 
fitness fundraiser at the SoulCycle studio in Brentwood. 
Will Basel, also an ECF Board Member, generously 
secured an event sponsorship from Northwestern Mutual. 
ECF thanks everyone who cycled to support ECF.
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