
 
 

FACT SHEET – OVERVIEW 
 

 
ECF’s Mission – Provide the highest quality services for children and adults who are challenged with 
developmental, learning, and emotional disabilities – empowering them to reach their greatest potential. 
 
ECF’s Vision – ECF envisions a society in which all people with developmental, learning, and emotional 
disabilities are valued and integrated into educational, social, work, and residential settings. 
 
ECF’s Founding – ECF was founded in 1946 by a group of parents and community activists who sought to establish a 
day training program as an alternative to institutional care for individuals with developmental disabilities. Over the 
years, ECF’s services expanded to meet the changing needs of its target population. The agency successfully 
developed and implemented early intervention programs for infants and toddlers, as well as residential, work and 
day programs for adults. In 2008, ECF merged with Kayne Eras Center (KEC), adding a K-12 school and a 
comprehensive Mental Health Program to its services.  
 
ECF Today – With an annual operating budget of $25 million and 375 staff, ECF serves approximately 3,600 
children, adults, and their families at 15 ECF service sites, in clients’ homes, and in community settings 
throughout L.A. County.  
 
About ECF Participants – Regional Centers refer individuals for service to ECF who have been diagnosed with 
one or more of the following disabilities: developmental delays, autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, 
learning/intellectual disabilities, emotional disturbances, speech and language impairments, or traumatic brain 
injuries. ECF includes family members in the service planning process, helping them learn how to become 
supporters and advocates for their loved ones.  
 
ECF’s Objectives 

1. Assist children with disabilities or delays to reach key developmental milestones. 
2. Help students with developmental delays, learning disabilities and/or behavioral problems gain the 

confidence and skills to transition into mainstream education, work, and community life. 
3. Increase each client’s participation in community settings. 
4. Maximize the independent living skills and employability of adults with developmental disabilities. 

 
ECF Programs 
All ECF programs help participants develop the skills to meet their basic needs and improve their quality of life. 
Young children and students benefit by receiving personalized education and interventions that help them to 
reach age-appropriate developmental milestones at school, with family and in social settings. Adults benefit 
from programs for learning communication and life skills, training in work readiness and specialized disciplines, 
gain paid work experience and receive employment support from job search to on-the-job coaching. 
Residential clients benefit from 24-hour assistance supervision and life skills coaching, and medical services if 
needed, in safe and supportive housing environments. 
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ECF Programs & Services 
 

• Early Start Program provides home-based and center-based early intervention and educational 
services including occupational, speech, and physical therapies for families with children from birth to 
three years of age who have developmental disabilities or delays. 
 

• ECF Kayne Eras School provides K-12 special educational services for public school students who have 
needs that cannot effectively be met in traditional school settings. Enrichment activities are 
fundamental to KEC’s educational philosophy and include hands-on technology education including 
computer literacy, performing arts, visual art, athletics, and community service. 
 

• Mental Health Services Program provides individual, group and family treatment for students and 
their families. Licensed therapists help students overcome complex issues that create barriers to their 
academic success, while also supporting their family members in improving overall family functioning. 
Medication evaluation and management is also available. 
 

• Art Centers Program provides fine arts training, life skills training, and case management for adults 
with developmental disabilities. Art produced by ECF adult artists is showcased at a storefront gallery 
and juried art shows, and is available for purchase at www.ECFonAmazon.com. 
 

• Developmental Activity Center provides training in self-help and social skills, with respect for each 
person’s ability level. On-site practice is reinforced through community integration experiences 
including trips to grocery store, cultural events, and volunteering.  
 

• Exceptional Community Connections offers meaningful volunteer opportunities where participants 
can integrate into community settings. 
 

• PAR East provides adult clients paid, on-the-job training while they fulfill packaging and assembly 
contract work from government agencies and local and regional community businesses. 
 

• Exceptional Works is a continuum of work development and training services that create Pathways to 
Employment, including: 

 

o Accelerated Preparation Program offers on-going life skills training and paid work for participants 
with lower productivity levels. 
 

o Work Readiness teaches clients the skills needed to find and keep a job. 
 

o Exceptional Packaging Solutions offers vocational skills training while paying minimum wage. 
 

o Exceptional Training Academy offers hands-on, specialized vocational training in computer 
literacy, culinary arts, janitorial services, retail sales and warehouse operations.  
 

o Mindspark Training Academy provides vocational training in software testing. Graduates earn the 
opportunity for a paid apprenticeship as a software testing analyst with a local software company, 
and may be offered a permanent job, upon completion of the apprenticeship.  
 

o Uniquely Abled Initiative provides training on how to become a computer numerical control (CNC) 
machine operator, a high-demand position in aerospace and manufacturing companies.  
 

o Exceptional Employment Solutions offers job placement and on-the-job training and coaching 
support. Employers with competitive jobs and fair-market wages can earn a tax incentive by 
employing adults with developmental disabilities. 

 
• Residential Services Program provides housing, life skills training, and support for adult clients.  

For more information, visit www.ECF.net 
 



 

 
 

FACT SHEET – PROGRAMS BY LOCATION 
 

 
EARLY START PROGRAM  

Provides home- and center-based early intervention and educational services including occupational, speech 
and physical therapies for children aged 0-3 with developmental disabilities or delays. Children’s development 
is enhanced, and family members receive critical support and assistance. 

 

Locations:   Early Start Adams - 2225 W. Adams Blvd., Los Angeles 
  Early Start Arleta - 14061 Terra Bella St., Arleta 

 
KAYNE ERAS SCHOOL  

A nonpublic K-12 school that partners with LAUSD and many other local school districts to offer a general 
education curriculum for diploma-track and college bound students, as well as an alternate curriculum track 
for students requiring a modified educational program. An integrated team of teachers, counselors, 
educational therapists and speech/language/occupational therapists work with each student one-on-one and 
in the classroom to best meet their needs and goals. An enrichment program offers performing and visual 
arts, technology, league sports, community service and multi-cultural programming. Prevocational and 
vocational training are also available to prepare and aid students for transitioning into the workforce.  
 

Location:   5350 Machado Road, Culver City  
 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES PROGRAM  

Provides individual, group and family treatment for students and families from Kayne Eras and other 
neighboring schools. Licensed therapists help students overcome complex issues that create barriers to their 
academic success, while supporting family members to improve well-being at home. Medication evaluation 
and management are also available. Several local charter schools and Santa Monica College also contract with 
ECF to provide Mental Health Services on their campuses. 
 

Location:   5350 Machado Road, Culver City  
 
MINDSPARK TRAINING ACADEMY 

Provides vocational training in software testing. Graduates earn the opportunity for a paid apprenticeship as a 
software testing analyst with a local software company, and are often hired post-apprenticeship.  
 

Location:   5350 Machado Road, Culver City  
 
DEVELOPMENTAL ACTIVITY CENTER  

Provides training in self-help and social skills. Participants learn about personal grooming, physical fitness, 
cooking and more – all with respect for each person’s ability level. On-site practice is reinforced through 
community integration experiences including trips to grocery store, cultural events, and volunteering.  
 

Location:   S. Mark Taper Center for Exceptional Citizens – 1430 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 
 
EXCEPTIONAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS  

Offers meaningful volunteer opportunities where clients can participate in meeting diverse community needs, 
while integrating into the community. 
 

Location:   Community-based; various volunteer sites 



 

ART CENTERS PROGRAM  
Provides fine art training along with opportunities for participants to exhibit and sell their work. Instruction in 
a variety of mediums is combined with case management and life skills training. Juried art shows and local 
gallery exhibits provide community exposure for artists and their work, with all sale proceeds split between 
the artist and the program. Art is also featured at ECF’s DAC Gallery in downtown LA, and at 
www.ECFonAmazon.com. 

 

Locations:   Westside Art Center – 420 E. Hyde Blvd., Inglewood 
South LA Art Center – 2616 S. Hobart Ave., Los Angeles 
Downtown Art Center & Gallery – 431 S. Broadway, Los Angeles 
San Pedro Art Center – 1125 S. Gaffey St., San Pedro 

   
PAR EAST BUSINESS SERVICES  

Provides adult clients paid, on-the-job training while they fulfill packaging and assembly contract work from 
government agencies and local and regional community businesses. 
 

Location:   8707 Sorensen Ave., Santa Fe Springs 
 
EXCEPTIONAL WORKS is a continuum of work development and training services that create  
Pathways to Employment: 
 

• Accelerated Preparation Program offers on-going life skills training and paid work for participants with 
lower productivity levels. 

• Work Readiness teaches clients the skills needed to find and keep a job. 
• Exceptional Packaging Solutions offers vocational skills training and paid work at minimum wage. 
• Exceptional Training Academy offers vocational training in computer literacy, culinary arts, janitorial 

services, retail sales and warehouse operations. Designed for clients who face barriers to employment due 
to a lack of training and/or skills, this program offers participants hands-on experience in specialized 
disciplines.  

• Uniquely Abled Initiative provides training on how to become a computer numerical control (CNC) 
machine operator, an in-demand position in aerospace and manufacturing companies. This program is 
offered through a partnership with Glendale Community College.  

• Exceptional Employment Solutions offers job placement and on-the-job training and coaching support. 
Employers with competitive jobs and fair-market wages can earn a tax incentive by employing adults with 
developmental disabilities. 

 

Location:   420 E. Hyde Park Blvd., Inglewood 
 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES  

Residential Services provides a variety of living arrangements coupled with in-home living skills training and 
support services for participants, the majority of whom have a diagnosis of mild to moderate intellectual 
disability. In addition to providing safe and comfortable housing, the primary goal of the program is to foster 
the highest level of independence through full and proactive home and community involvement. Around the 
clock assistance and medical supervision is available. 
 

Locations: Barman Home – 10918 Barman Ave., Culver City (Intermediate Care Facility/Habilitative) 
   Fairbanks Home – 11124 Fairbanks Way, Culver City (Intermediate Care Facility/Habilitative) 
   Keystone Home – 4215 Keystone Ave., Culver City (Community Care Facility) 
   Valverde Home – 7600 Van Alden St., Reseda (Intermediate Care Facility/Habilitative) 
   Westington Complex – 1914 West Blvd., Los Angeles (Independent Living Services) 
   Whittier Springs – 8218 Santa Fe Springs Road, Whittier (Independent Living Services)  
 

For more information, visit www.ECF.net 
 



















 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifespan of Services 



 

                                                               Exceptional Children’s Foundation 
Los Angeles County Service Sites 
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Improving the lives of children and adults with special needs since 1946, ECF provides services at 
locations throughout Los Angeles County. For more information, please contact Linda Gamberg, 

Director of  Marketing & Communications, at LGamberg@ECF.net, 310-773-9436,  
or visit us at www.ECF.net. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEADQUARTERS 
 

Administration  
5350 Machado Road 
Culver City, CA 90230 
(310) 204-3300  
 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
 

Early Start Adams 
2225 West Adams Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90018 
(323) 735-1424  
 
Early Start Arleta 
14061 Terra Bella Street 
Arleta, CA 91331 
(818) 830-6411  
 
YOUTH SERVICES 
 

Kayne Eras K-12 School 
5350 Machado Road 
Culver City, CA 90230 
(310) 737-9393  
 
Mental Health Services 
5350 Machado Road 
Culver City, CA 90230 
(310) 737-9393 
 
ADULT SERVICES 
 

The Exceptional Building 
Work Readiness 
Exceptional Training Academy 
Exceptional Packaging Solutions 
Exceptional Employment  
Solutions 

420 E. Hyde Park Blvd. 
Inglewood, CA  90302 
(310) 242-4423  
 
PAR East 
8707 Sorensen Avenue 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
(562) 945-1064  
 
S. Mark Taper Center  
for Exceptional Citizens 
Developmental Activities Center 
1430 Venice Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90006 
(213) 748-3556  
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Residential Services 
 

Westington Complex 
1914 West Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90016 
(323) 934-5265  
 
Barman Home 
10918 Barman Avenue 
Culver City, CA 90230 
(310) 559-0922  
 
Keystone Home 
4215 Keystone Avenue 
Culver City, CA 90232 
(310) 838-1109         
 
Fairbanks Home 
11124 Fairbanks Way 
Culver City, CA 90230 
(310) 915-6606  
 
Whittier Springs 
8218 Santa Fe Springs Road 
Whittier, CA 90606 
(562) 698-4914  
 

 

Residential Services 
 

Valverde Home 
7600 Vanalden Avenue 
Reseda, CA 91335 
(818) 342-3826 
 
Exceptional Community  
Connections 
Participants volunteer at sites  
in the community. 
(310) 242-4423 
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Art Centers 
 

Westside Art Center 
420 E. Hyde Park Blvd. 
Inglewood, CA  90302 
(310) 242-4423 
 
Downtown Art Center  
& DAC Gallery 
431 South Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
(213) 627-7590  
(213) 627-7374  
 
San Pedro Art Center 
1125 S. Gaffey Street 
San Pedro, CA 90731 
(310) 519-8527  
 
South LA Art Center 
2616 S. Hobart Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90018 
(323) 766-7503 
(323) 766-7504  
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